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PREFACE. 



The Reverend Lachlan Mackenzie of Lochcairon 
was no ordinary man. He Kafi stamped his im- 
press on a large pwtion of his countrymen. The 
remarkable contrast between the Highlanders of 
1746 and 1845 is in no smaD degree owing to him. 
If Dr Macdonald of Urquhart led the clans of the 
Highlands and Islands under the Christian banner 
of the Disruption, Mr Lachlan^s previous labours 
had a great influence in rescuing their minds from 
Ignorance and barbarism, and bringing them under 
the power of the gospel. Neither Knox nor the Cove- 
nanters influenced the Highland mind. Hog of Kil- 
team, Praser of Alness, the Frasers of Kirkhill, the 
Calders, the Sages, the Macintoshes, the Bain0, and 
the Kennedys, Mr Lachlan MaeKenzie, and Dr John 
MacDonald^-those were the evangelists and apostles 
of the Highlands and Islands. They succeeded to 
the influence over the minds of their countrymen 
which the ancient chieftains abused and the modem 
forfeited. To Mr Hog and Mr Lachlan tiie High- 
landers ascribe something beyond ordinary \fiiBS.^vjs«. 
high acquaintance with. \Sie ^^e^t^X. cH *0«sa ^<3^^> 
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such as the Lowlanders claimed for John Knox and 
Robert Bruce. 

Mr Lachlan was a profound divine, an eloquent 
preacher, a deeply experienced Christian, and, withal, 
a classical scholar, a popular poet, a man of original 
genius, and eminently a man of prayer. Highland 
evangelists have often descended to the tomb with- 
out leaving any written remains or memoir. The 
following pages are an attempt to preserve some 
recollections of Mr Lachlan. 

This Memoir is compiled from the recollections of 
his only surviving sister and her son, some time my 
next neighbour in the ministry. The Sermons are 
from Mr Lachlan^s manuscript. Certain statements 
in the Memoir that seem to claim supernatural gifts 
for its subject, are susceptible of explanation on dif- 
ferent principles; but that such gifts should have 
been ascribed to him by those of his own day arid 
country, prove Mr Lachlan to have been an extra- 
ordinary man. When visiting Lochcarron in 1829, 
my guide assured me that it was his own and the 
common belief that Mr Lachlan was a prophet. 

In my early days, the halo that gilded the declin- 
ing years of Mr Lachlan, gave him a place of reve- 
rence ' among the Christians of my native town, 

though sixty mUes from his parish. 

W. MACKENZIE. 
North Liith. 
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REV. LACHLAN MACKENZIE. 



DuBiNa the greater part of last centuryi the spiritual condition 
of the West Highlands of Ross-shire, though now much im* 
proved, was bordering upon complete moral death. With the 
exception of a few evangelical ministers, worldliness and indiffer- 
ence to religion characterised the generadity of the clergy. When 
unconcerned preachers held forth a brief hour in the pulpit 
during the Sabbath-day, many of the parishioners often diverted 
themselves in the churchyar<j, or collected in the public-houses. 
Such was the state of Wester Ross previous to the labours of the 
author of the following discourses. It was his happy lot to be a 
principal instrument in promoting the cause of God, and greatly 
improving the spiritual condition of the people. 

The Rev. Lachlan Mackenzie was bom m 1754, in EUmuir 
Wester, a parish of Ross-«hire. His father, Mr Donald 
Mackenzie, a respectable and intelligent man, and of a very 
exemplary character, at that time occupied a farm on the pro- 
perty of Kilcoy, in that part of the country, ajid was con- 
nected with some of the first families in the district. His mother^ 
Elizabeth Clark, was a native of the parish of Pettier and was of 
respectable descent. She was considered a remarkably clever 
and well-educated woman, and endeared herself exceedingly to 
the people among whom she resided, by hor benevolence and 
substantial acts of kindness, as well as her medical skill, which 
were often exercised in relieving the indigent and the sick. 

Mr Lachlan (the distinctive name by which he is known in 
the Highlands) received the elements of his education in the 
parish school of Pettie, which was taught at that time by an 
excellent classical scholar. Mr Lachlan waa owV^ «v"sfi^ 'V***^ ^ 
age when he was first brougVit uiidec \3ti^ ^^^^ ^'^ "^^^ "wowa^^ 
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and from that time forward his life and conversation continued 
to shine brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. He was 
known to have been prevailed upon to engage in the duty of 
prayer at a meeting in the district before he was thirteen years 
of age, and even then appeared to have so much solemnity and 
imction, that aged men regretted that, from his youthful modesty, 
they could not prevail upon him to o6me forward in public so 
much as they wished. He was observed to have the appearance 
of a solemn sense of the All-seeing Eye upon his spirit all along, 
in school and at college, as well as in after-life. He was kept 
very humble in early life by the mental and spiritual conflicts 
he endured, being deeply exercised with a sense of the corrup- 
tion and wickedness of the heart, the suggestions of unbelief, 
and the wiles of Satan. Thus he was sent early and late in the 
day and in the night to his knees before a throne of grace. Few 
or none in his generation, at least in the part of the country in 
which he lived, were known to be so earnest or so often engaged 
in the duty of prayer as Mr Lachlan. And as the psalmist 
would not engage in battle without first consulting the Lord, so 
was Mr Lachlan in the habit of seeking and receiving direction 
in regard even to the most minute actions of life. We are not 
certain as to his precise age when he first entered the College of 
Aberdeen, but we are quite sure that he made a creditable 
appearance during his whole course at that university, and that 
his knowledge of the languages especially was more than ordi- 
narv. He was so conversant with his Hebrew Bible that he 
could use it at family worship. Mr Lachlan taught the parish 
school of Lochcarron before receiving license, and here his piety 
began to shine forth in life and conversation. His character 
and sentiments were now beginning to be appreciated by the 
pious people, not only in the immediate neighbourhood, but also 
in the surrounding parishes ; far and near they flocked to his 
prayer-meetings, and highly esteemed his conversation and com- 
pany. 

** What communion hath light with darkness ?" asks the Apos- 
tle ; so, when this light began to appear in the great moral waste, 
the rulers of darkness not only opposed, but attempted to extin- 
guish it. These trials came upon Mr Lachlan from a quarter 
whence it would not be expected. The Presbytery of these 
bounds, instead of encoura^ng by their approbation such a person 
as Mr Lachlan, opposed nim with their utmost might. The 
fact was, that his prayer-meeting fostered a spirit with which 
they had no sympathy, and which exposed their own coldness and 
unfaithfulness. 

WhUeMr Lachlan taught theparbh school of Lochcarron, the 
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present manse was built; and as he was one evening passing that 
waj.he entered the manse when it was nearly finished, and as 
prayer was his vital breath, and the element in which he lived, he 
took advantage of the privacy of one of the rooms while the 
workmen were away, to pour his soul before the Lord, when 
that passage of scripture. Psalm Ix. 6, '^ I will measure the 
valley of Succoth " took hold of his mind and would not depart. 
He inquired what is the meaning of this, and in the course of 
time he was led to suppose that, as Succoth was a hilly country, 
the Lord might have some work for him to do at least among 
the hills and valleys of the Highlands, if not in the place in 
which he was then* residing. That Lochcarron should be the 
scene of his labours was very unlikely at that time ; for there 
were three meiil>er8 of that Presbytery who tried every means 
for the purpose of frustrating the hope of his being licensed at aQ. 
The ground of their opposition could not have been any thing 
faulty in his character or qualifications, but the hatred^ they 
bore to his pious life and evangelical doctrines, with a mixture 
of jealousy at his constantly increasing popularity. He was kept 
back more than a year from getting license; but when the 
Lord's time came, all these obstacles were soon removed, and that 
in a way not to have been expected. These three ministers who 
led the opposition were suddenly and within one year called 
to go the way of all the earth, and give their account. Mr 
Lachlan was immediately licensed without any further opposition^, 
and after all a testimony was recorded in the minutes of Presby- 
tery to his high acquirements and character. The people ot 
that neighbourhood, who knew and heard of the whole circum- 
stances, got the impression that it is not safe to treat ul^ustly 
any of the true people of God. Thomas Mackenzie, Esq. of 
Applecross, was friendly to Mr Lachlan, as well as to the people 
upon his own property, and soon procured for him the crown pre- 
sentation to the parish of Lochcarron. When this report reached 
Lochcarron the people were greatly delighted, and to their 
great joy Mr Lacnlan was ordained their pastor, and a door of 
usefulness was opened for him in the vineyard of the Lord 
among the hills and valleys of Lochcarron. He then commenced 
to labour in the means of divine appointment, with intense de- 
sires for the best interests of his people ; but, as has been the case 
with the most successful ministers, he now felt more than ever 
that nothing less than the power of God can make people willing 
to accept of salvation through free grace. He now began to 
feel how difficult it was for a minister of Christ to put down the 
barbarous practices which then prevailed wvt\i•eK\^gJ^^3ssA^^«^'Scw 
as Sabbath profanation, excesdve dxvDkVsi^) wA qJObsx xv^^ss^ 
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But wild as was Lochcarron in those days, it was greatly reformed 
from the state in which Eneas Sage found it. A brief ministry 
of three years intervened between Mr &i^e and Mr Lachlan. 
By all accounts Mr Sage was a faithful minister of the Lord — a 
bold, impartial, and uncompromising reproyer of sin — an evan- 
gelical preacher of the gospel — and wiuial a man of immense 
physical strength. Often did he bear testimony for the cause of 
God, and reprove sin in Lochcarron, where his combined strength 
and piety alone could command respect and dread. It is to be 
regretted that the obituary Mr Lachlan wrote of this great and 
useful man has not been published. 

Soon after Mr Ladilan came to Lodicarron he drew 
out and prevailed upon the people to sign the following re- 
gulations, which were no doubt a good pr^minary step for 
improving the state of morality at that time ; for after signing 
the rules they did not wholly break through them during his 
lifetime, and they were more orderly than before in going to 
Church and returning home on the Sabbath, as well as at 
burials and on sacramental occasions. 

^ Chubch of Lochcarron, 26tk September 1792. 

*" " Whereas it is the duty of all who name the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to depart from iniquity, and, as we are desired to 
abstain from all appearance of evil^ we, the afler subscribers, 
conscious that it is our duty to have the cause of God and the 
interests of religion and morality at heart ; finding that great 
irregularities are practised at burials and other meetings, and 
even on sacramental occasions ; and as we know that other peo- 
ple make an excuse and take an example from the conduct of 
those who are reputed religious and observing, with regret that 
the Sabbath is shamefully profaned by idle talk in the church- 
yard, have come to the following resolutions, which we are 
determined, in the strength of God, inviolably to adhere to, — 
viz. 

^ 1. That none of us will taste a single drop of spirits at a 
burial after the body is interred ; but, if the corpse is carried a 
good distance, and if the day be so coarse as to make it neces- 
sary to take a little on the road, that we shall do so at a 
decent distance from the churchyard, and only take a very 
litde, if necessary, to refresh nature ; but, if the day be good, 
that we shall not take any liquor but what we take at the house 
from whence the corpse' shall be taken ; and that, when the 
body is consigned to the earth, we shall immediately come to 
our respective homes. And however willing a poor widow 
maj be^ from a mistaken principle^ to spend a good deal of whisky 
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at the burial of her husband, we are determined that we shall not 
lay such a burden upon our consciences as to spend wantonly at 
the burial what might afterwards beof senrice to the widow and 
orphans. Whereas any of us singly, from slavish fear, might be 
afraid to break from this absurd and wicked practice, we hereby 
resolye, unanimously, to join togeth^ in breaking through it, 
so as that the world cannot be able to lay the blame upon an 
individual, but upon the whole of us taken coUectivelv. 

^ 2. We hereby resolve, and promise solemnly and &thfully, in 
the sight of Ood, t^at, if we see or hear of an^ communicant 
being the worse of liquor at any meeting, especially a burial or 
sacrament, we vnll inform aeainst him, so that he may be pro- 
ceeded against according to Sie rules of ^e Church. 

** 3. That every one of us shall go home immediatelv after sw* 
mon, and not stay ia the chorohyard eoarening in idle or 
worldly topics. 

** 4. That if any habit or practice, contrary to the word of God, 
shall be observed in the parish, we shall do our utmost to sup- 
press it. 

^ 5. That if any of us, through slavish fear, or a desire to gra* 
tify an appetite, shall break through any of these resolutions, he 
shall be reckoned infamous. 

^ 6 and;lastly, That, to the utmost of our power, we will endea- 
vour to observe the utmost regularity at our sacramental occa- 
sions. 

Mr Donald Kennedy, Kishom, father of the late eminent Mr 
John Kennedy of Redcastle, was the first name of the hundreds 
that signed the resolutions. 

There were other regulations which he urged upon the people 
to comply withj such as public baptism — ^three regular proclama^ 
tions of banns before marriage — and that every young man and 
woman in Lochcarron would know the questions of the Shorter 
Catechism before asking him to marry them. When a party 
became displeased and would refuse to obey, Mr Lachlan would 
say, '< I do not prevent you from taking another minister." So 
taking another minister, or lifting the token off the table instead 
of getting it out of his hand, was what few or none liked to do, 
and when it was done it was well known to be their own fault. 

Outward reformation alone was not what Mr Lachlan 
aimed at chiefly in relation to the people, but the conversion of 
their souls and preparation for eternity. God often favoured 
him with visible tokens of the success of his ministry, and that 
given not in Lochcarron alone, but in man^ Q;tVi<&^ ^^^sX^ ^^ "^ca 
county of Ross and Inverness, Man^ \lal'^^*\i^sa^s»sywx^^»^ia^*^ 
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come from Sutherland and Argjle, on sacramental and other 
occasions, to visit Lochcarron for the sake of the gospel ; and it 
will not be known until the great day how great the benefit 
received by multitudes from tibe doctrines and prayers of Mr 
Lachlan. 

There were many instances of people attending the fishing at 
Lochcarron, who were wonderfully caught in the net of the 
gospel ; two instances of this kind took place bv means of Mr 
Lachlan being directed to mention secret sins they committed, 
and one of them from being a notorious sinner turned out to be 
afterwards an exemplary Christian. 

Lochcarron was the place where the Lord granted more visi- 
ble marks of the success of his labours in the ministry, even to 
people who came from other distant parts of the land. He was 
often observed to mention and to plead the fidfilment of that 
promise. Psalm Ixxii. 16, " There shall be an handful of corn in 
the earth on the top of the mountains, the fruit thereof shall 
shake like Lebanon." The seed of the kingdom, sown by means 
of Mr Lachlan's preaching, has borne fruit in various respects. 
His preaching was the means of awakening, building up, and 
comforting many. It was a mean of disseminating sound evan- 
geh'cal views of the gospel in that dark part of the land. He was 
a moral lighthouse to the Western Highlands and Islands, and 
there need be no doubt, as Dr Begg remarked at the Assembly 
of Inverness, that his doctrines were a means of leavening the 
minds of the people with those principles which in that part of 
the Highlands paved the way for the Uisruption. The people of 
the Highlands saw those principles exemplified in the life as well 
as doctrines of Mr Lachlan. As he was alone in the Presbytery, 
they sometimes laid a duty upon him that he felt difficult to 
accomplish, such as the settling of an unacceptable presentee; 
for the policy of those days was to appoint an influential minister 
for the purpose of keeping the people quiet and peaceable at the 
settlement. On one occasion that this task was imposed upon 
him, he felt the responsibility so great that he delayed obedience, 
waiting to get light upon the proper path. And although he felt 
exceedmgly grieved on the occasion, the Presbytery had so little 
consideration and sympathy with him, that the clerk issued a 
letter to him, threatening to take the legal steps for his depo- 
sition. Now, although such conduct was tyrannical on the part 
of the Church, and contrary to the spirit of the law, Mr Lachlan 
viewed his ordination vows in that light that he could not disobey 
the Presbytery without first separating from the Established 
Church* He therefore did obey, and, writing afterwards to his 
raJaable friend, Dr.Banald B^un of Kiltarlity, about that matter, 
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he said, '^ I was that day like hlind Samson in the temple of the 
Philistines. It is true, the presentee to that Gaelic parish did 
translate a chapter in Isaiah to Gaelic." The fact of Mr Lachlan's 
doing this, however, occasioned great uneasiness to him in his lat- 
ter days. Instances are still remembered of the efforts of his co- 
presbyters to thwart his labours for the suppression of sin and pro- 
motion of true religion. When Mr Lachlan was sorely tried any 
time in that way, he would lift his heart in prayer to the Lord, and 
sometimes send a message to a godly minister to pray for him. On 
occasion of the Presbytery dining with a rich and influential 
offender whom Mr Lachlan was subjecting to discipline, when 
they arranged to defeat his efforts, Mr Lachlan sent a special 
messenger to the Rev. Charles Oalder of Ferintosh, requesting 
that great and pious minister to sympathize with him and to lay 
his case before the Lord. It was no wonder that a godly minister 
was so treated in a Highland Presbytery in those days, when Mr 
Oalder himself had once to appeal from his own Presbytery to 
the Synod, to prevent a member of that Presbytery, a Roderick 
Mackenzie, i&om suppressing a parish by annexation, in order to 
increase his own emoluments. These were not the days of church 
extension. Mr Lachlan supported Mr Calder's appeal by a 
poetical effusion that recorded the event on the minds of his 
countrymen ; and, afLer the Synod of Ross had reversed the deed 
of the Presbytery suppressing the parish, Mr Lachlan com- 
memorated the circumstance by adding the following stanza : — 

" The Synod, as it is reported, 
Their character for grace supported ; 
And if aright we heard the story, ' 

None took the Devil^s part but Kory.^ 

It was good for these godly ministers that the public usually 
supported them when theur grievances were made known. The 
weight of public opinion was almost the only protection of the 
feeble Evangelical minority in the church courts. Mr Lachlan 
possessed great powers of satire and repartee, which he thought 
it his duty on suitable occasions to use in his Master's service. 
He could employ in the most solemn manner, and in Scripture 
words, the most cutting irony, and in this he thought himself 
justified by the example of the prophet, 1 Kings xviii. 27. 

Mr Lachlan's large-hearted patriotism compelled him to lift 
his voice against other acts than those strictly ecclesiastical. He 
witnessed, with deep concern, that process of depopulation in the 
Highlands, and the impoverishment of those who were not es^ 
triated. Mr Lachlan alone, of all his htet\a«ii, Y'^J^^ Tg«s>- 
tested against the system. He fearVea&Vj TSAaedi \tta ^otfsf^ ^sjj^sssJ^ 
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the custom of depopulating parisheis for the purpose of making 
room for sheep walks. He held forth that the soil was intended 
by the Creator for the maintenance of the human race, and that 
it was against his Jaw to oppress man to make room for brutes 
ot the inferior creation. Hepreached a series of sermons at 
one time from Isaiah ▼. S*-** Woe unto them that join house to 
house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may 
be placed alone in the midst of the earth I In mine ears said the 
Lord of hosts. Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even 
great and fair, without inhabitant." The honest boldness of 
this man of Ood was unpleasant to the sheep farmers, and some 
of his remarks, on that occasion, were as unwelcome to some 
farmers and proprietors as Micaiah's faithful prophecies were to 
Ahab. Mr Lachlan, however, continued to deliver the message 
he was directed to give^ whatever obloquy it drew upon himself. 
He said that the system would be altered, or that the sheep 
would be destroyed m a way that was not expected in Scotland. 
He did not take upon him to determine the times or the seasons 
ci the great alteration which he predicted. But when one in 
private conversation mentioned to nim that many thousands of 
sheep had been lost in a snow storm, and took occasion to say 
that Mr Lachlan's predictions were thus in the way of being ful- 
filled, Mr Lachlan replied, that it was not in this way that he 
anticipated a change ; he was not looking to present appearances 
— ^it was neither the snow of winter, nor sucn heat as would dry 
the tongue of the raven, that would bring deliverance from the 
system of oppression, and grinding the face of the poor. But, 
added he, if the people of 6od be e^imest and faithful in prayer, 
the deliverance will come sooner than it arrived to the children 
of Israel in Babylon. This was said in the year 1816, when the 
new leases w^e making great chang^es in Lochcarron. 

The pemkle of Lochcarron, besides many others, firmly believed 
that Mr LaohUn had some special gift or mode of prophecy. 
Many instances might be mentioned ; inter alia^ the following 
example. The relater still lives, and is an elder in the Free 
Church, and affirmed it in the most decided manner two years 
ago. Mr Lachlan solemnlv said from the pulpit, in the hearing 
cf this person^ viz.-*'* Locmcarron young men, go to your knees 
this evening, and be earnest at a throne of grace. Great is your 
need to be so. A great breach is to be made upon you. liiere 
are five young men present here to-day that shall be in eternity 
before this day six weeks, and n(me of them above twenty-eight 
years of age. There was one stranger present that day in the 
church of Lochcarron, who was a native of Easter Boss, and was 
ihea a road contractor in Lochcarron ; and he thought with him- 
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self, if he lived, that he woald mark how this prediction would he 
verified. It turned out, however, that it was fulfilled in a way 
he did not look for. There were three young men working for 
himself at the high-road that died suddenly ; the rest died in other 
parts of the parish, within five weeks of the time mentioned. 
They were all present that day in the church — ^none of them 
ahove twenty-e^ht years of age. This road contractor was at 
their burials. 

There were many in the Highlands that pllaced great confi- 
dence in what Mr Lachlan would be directed in such a manner 
to say. They believed him to have been a person who obtained 
nearness of access to the Lord, and to whom the secrets of the 
Lord were manifested in a wonderful and uncommon decree. 
As an instance of the confidence many had in what Mr Lacnlan 
would say, it occurred near Inveiiiess that two gentlemen 
were crossing in the boat at Kessock ferry during the time that 
the parish of Redcastle was vacant, before Mr John Kennedy 
came to it. One of them was a clergyman, and said to the 
other. That the law was decided, and that a certain person was to 
get the presentation. Another passenger in the boat replied. 
That is impossible. The minister asked. How do you know ? The 
person answeredi Because Mr Lachlan said that the gospel would 
come to Redcastle. The minister asked. What did Mr Lachlan 
know ? The other person replied. If you speak in that way about 
sudi a great and faithful servant of the Lord as Mr Lachlan, I 
will in the mean time drop the subject; but I,call upon you to 
expose him as much as you can if what he said will not be veri- 
fied. So that minister had not in his power to expose Mr Lach- 
lan on that occasion; for the person that minister mentioned did 
not get the presentation. And some time thereafter, a minister, 
of whom he said that the Holy Spirit made a minister of him, was 
presented to it— the Rev. John Kennedy — who i«as such an 
eminent preacher of the everlasting gospel, and coulitenanced by 
his divine Master for being so useful in his day and generatioui 
and particularly in the parish of Redcastle. 

Mr Lachlan lived singularly above the world while he lived in 
it. He beheld through faith the glory of spiritual and eternal 
things to be far greater than the objects of time and sense. 
There was no man in his generation known to us that so much 
resembled the life of Elijah or John the Baptist. He was never 
married, and did not engage in the cares of the world, wishing to 
be at Waettj^ as an ambassador of the Lord, to give himself wholly 
to his service. In writing the statistical account of Lochcarron, 
he said about himself-*- 
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" The parson has no horse nor farm, 
Nor goat, nor watch, nor wife. 
Without an augmentation, too, 
He leads a happy life.** 

m 

So he was a living testimony in his day, that religion can ren- 
der a man happy although he may have hut a small competency 
of the things of this life. He said that the proprietor kindly of- 
fered to him a large portion of the district for a farm, but that 
he refused it, well aware that he could be far happier without it. 
Mr Lachlan did not give to his people that which cost him 
nothing ; he was always careful and conscientious in his pre- 
paration for the pulpit. But during the first part of his min- 
istry, and at the time he enjoyed the greatest enlargement and 
liberty, and that he was constantly engaged in public duties in 
his own parish and in many other places throughout the counties 
of Boss and Inverness, his chief preparation was meditation and 
secret prayer. It was believed by others^ and felt and acknow- 
ledged by himself, that the doctrines he was delivering at that 
time were falling like the dew upon his own soul; and what 
made this so credible to others, was, how troubled souls particu- 
larly would get their cases and trials so clearly told to them. 
For example, a woman in Inverness, who was labouring un- 
der great temptations, heard on Saturday that Mr Lachlan 
was to preach the next Sabbath at Kiltarlity, a distance of 
more than a dozen of miles from Inverness. She went that 
distance to hear him. Soon, in the course of the sermon, Mr 
Lachlan said, "There is a poor soul here whose temptations 
are very pecuhar. Tou did tnree things," he said, and he men- 
tioned them, " at last you desperatelv put your hand on the sneck 
of the door." She was amazed by hearing what no fellow-crea- 
ture knew ; and the direction he gave was blessed for consolation 
as great as her former temptations had been, and to which she 
was previouslv a stranger. There is no evidence that during the 
first part of his ministry Mr Lachlan wrote out any of his ser- 
mons. But towards the decline of life, perhaps feeling more 
straitened, he began to write his sermons and lectures. This is 
one reason why his writings are not so rich as the sermons he 
sometimes delivered in preaching, before he began to write them. 
His writings contain chiefly, perhaps, the leading ideas on which 
he preached. After he began the practice, he frequently wrote 
on the Monday or Tuesday, particularly if he felt a degree of 
liberty on the Sabbath. It was in this way, we suppose, the 
following sermon on 2 Peter i. 4, may have been written ; but 
although evidently not intended for publication, it is taken word 
for word from the original manuscript ; the other three sermons 



RET. LACHLAN MACKENZIE. 17 

we believe to be written in the same manner, but that he after- 
wards wrote a second copy of them. The last of these sermons 
was preached on the occasion of the death of Mary, his sister, 
who was a superior and pious person ; and it was on the same 
occasion that Mr Lachlan composed the lines of poetry at the 
end of this small volume. 

Some of those who heard and knew Mr Lachlan, often ex- 
pressed regret that no part of his writings was published, hop- 
ing that it might be useful. Let the reader judge indulgently 
of this small specimen of them, taken word for word from his 
original manuscripts, which were not intended for publication. 
The following sermons are published from MSS. m the pos- 
session of Mrs Ann Mackenzie, his only surviving sister, who lived 
with him at the time of his death, and with whom Mr Lachlan 
had left them, and she subscribes her name to the veracity, 
according to the best of her knowledge, of all the statements in 
this brief memou-. 

Mr Lachlan was laid aside by a stroke of paralysis fourteen 
months before his death. Within two or three months before 
his death, he could not rise or walk without support ; but his 
remarks showed that even then he was feeling that man does 
not live by bread^alone, but by every word which proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God. Upon the occasion of a person asking him 
one day how he did, his reply was, " I am taking a faith's look 
into heaven." He departed this life at 11 a.m., 20th April 1819, 
being the sixty-fifth year of his age, and thirty-seventh of his 
ministry. 

(Signed) ANN MACKENZIE. 
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SERMON I. 

** And that Rock was Christ.^— 1 CoK. z. 4. 

The design of the apostle is to rectify a mistaken notion in the 
church of Corinth. Tliey valued themselves upon their privi- 
leges, their gifts, and their graces. The apostle shows us that 
these privileges were enjoyed by the church of the Jews. And 
vet he shows that notwithstanding the great things God had 
done for them, and the great privileges they enjoyed, that many 
of them were destroyed in the wilderness. He likewise informs 
us that these things are examples to the Christian church, and 
he cautions every man who thinks that he stands to take heed 
lest he fall. 

We must not boast of our privileges, for the Jewish church 
enjoyed the same privileges we do ; they ate the same spiritual 
food, and drank the same spiritual drink — they drank the water 
of the spiritual Rock, and the ROCK was CHRIST. They 
had the same sacraments for substance which we have. In 
speaking further upon this subject in particular, by divine lud, 

I. I shall give a brief account of the history to which this 
alludes. 

II. I shall show in what respects the rock was a type of 
Christ. 

HI. That as the rock did not yield water till it was struck^ in 
like manner we must strike the Rock of our salvation that we 
may obtain refreshing streams for our souls. 

I. I shall give a brief account of the history to which this 
alludes. 

When Moses led the. children of Israel into the wilderness of 
Arabia, they were there but a short time ^\i«x\3fikft ^^w^^ ^^'Oi.- 
plained for want of water, as we \eaxik itotsi ^v^ «s^«j^««»i^ 
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chapter of Exodus. Moses is commanded to bring water out 
of the rock. Again, thirty-eight years afterwards they fall into 
the same sin of murmuring. The miracle is repeated. Let us 
then, for a little, fix our attention and thoughts upon this extra- 
ordinary event. 

Behold, then, this wonderful sight — Moses is commanded to 
strike the rock. He goes with the rod of God in his hand, and 
in the presence of upwards of six hundred thousand men, be- 
sides women and children, he prepares himself to work the 
miracle. The multitude have their expectations raised to the 
highest pitch. Many of Aem, no doubt, are full of unbelief, and 
even Moses himself spoke unadvisedly with his lips. We may 
naturally suppose that he lifted up his hands and his heart to 
God in the heavens ; and though eminent for his faith in the 
divine power, and in the divine promises, it is probable he might 
give room to the suggestions of unbelief. He might perhaps 
say within himself, I shall now be put to shame before this 
great multitude ; and what will God do then for his great name ? 
Was it ever heard that God brought water out of a rock before ? 
But silence, my tumultuous thoughts, God hath spoken, and it 
is my duty to obey. It is true the thing is unlikely; but what 
is impossible to that power that said, " Let there be light and 
there was light," and called forth creation out of nothing. But 
though nothing is impossible to God, is it likely that he will 
exert his power to work a miracle in favour of a perverse re- 
bellious people who are always provoking him to anger by their 
obstinacy and unbelief? I proceed, however, in obedience to 
the divine command. He comes to the rock, and with a strong 
faith, mixed with a strong unbelief, he strikes the rock in a 
passion. Behold here a wonderful instance of human weakness ! 
Blessed Moses, the meekest man upon earth, the great favourite 
of God and the great deliverer of Israel, transported with 
passion, agitated with unbelief, and tempted at last to speak 
unadvisedly with his lips. 

His faith, however, rises triumphant at last. He strikes the 
rock twice, the waters flow abundantly like a river, — the people 
are relieved, and God is glorified. But though faith conquers 
ai hut, the uzibelief and disobedience of the children of God 
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cannot pass unpunished. He is made the glorious instrument 
of procuring relief to all the people of Israel, and procuring 
them water for their thirst; but because he gave room to 
passion and unbelief, he cannot see the land of promise, but 
only gets a transient view of it from the top of Pisgah. The 
miracle, however, is a glorious sight — a stroke or two of Moses' 
rod brings water out of the rock of flint. And it is likely that 
Moses, at this time, might experience the fate of all popular 
leaders, for popularity is a bitter sweet. At one time the people 
speak of stoning him ; at another time they extol hun to the 
skies, and join in singing the song of Moses and Miriam. 
Their murmuring is converted into thanksgiving ; they believe 
in God and honour his servant Moses. We may well suppose 
they sung hallelujahs to the God of Israel for this great salva- 
tion. They were like to die for thirst ; and now they are re- 
lieved by seasonable and refreshing streams. The water ran 
like a river. There was enough, and more than enough, for 
the whole congregation. They might now say with truth and 
propriety. What people is like unto thee, O Israel? thou hast 
thy manna from heaven, and copious and salutary streams from 
the rock of flint. And may we not likewise suppose that ' the 
true Israel among the people would be encouraged from this 
astonishing event to plead that God would bring water out of 
the rock in their hearts^ and melt them into true repentance and 
godly sorrow for sin ? 

I proceed to show, in the next place, 11., in what respects 
the rock was a type of Christ. 

The apostle here tells us that the Rock was Christ, in the 
same way in which it is said of the sacramental bread, that it is 
the body of our Lord. The rock signified or was a type of 
Christ. 1. The rock did not naturally contain water. Christ 
had no form or comeliness to the carnal eye. He was a poor 
man, and a weak man, and crucified in weakness. His cross 
was a stumbling-block to the Jews, and to the Greeks foolish- 
ness. The gospel is hid to those who are lost ; but the power 
of God for salvation to those who believe. Christ U tVsfc Vsa^S^.- 
stone of the corner to the ChuicYi', W\. ^iSaa^oOa. ^1 ^ai^N'aiass^Na. 
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& rock of offence to uabelieyers and disobedient persons. To 
the Jews the cross was a stumbling-block — they looked for a 
carnal Messiah, a great conqueror who was to subdue the world 
under them. They looked upon such promises or scriptures as 
these — ^ Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O thou most mighty, 
with thy glory and thy majesty." — ^ He shall rule from sea to 
sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth," merely in a 
temporal view. They had heard of the conquests of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, or of Cyrus the deliverer of their church — the victories 
of Alexander the Great, and the CSssars of Rome. They sup- 
posed that their Messiah would be greater then all these great 
conquerors. They hoped he would set up his standard in Jeru- 
salem, the royal city of his ancestors — ^that he would lead his kins- 
men the Jews to conquest and to triumph, that all nations would 
yield to his victorious arms, and that his enemies would lick the 
dust. They expected riches, honours, and pleasures, under the 
reign of Messiah. How were they disappointed, therefore, when 
Jesus of Nazareth spoke to them of another kingdom, and of 
other victories ? They could not reconcile the mean circum- 
stances in which he appeared to the exalted views they formed 
of the Messiah whom they expected. This, then, was a stum- 
bling-block to them, not considering that the Messiah must 
suffer before he was to reign. That there are temporal pro- 
mises made to the Jewish nation as such, none that reads the 
Old Testament can deny. And if the Jews had yielded obe- 
dience to the Saviour as the promised Messiah, the promises 
would have begun to operate. It was promised to Abraham 
that he would have a son, and that hb posterity would possess 
the land of Canaan. This promise was not accomplished till 
four hundred years thereafter. As their possessing the land of 
Canaan was suspended upon the condition of obedience to the 
revealed will of Heaven, if the Jewish nation had embraced the 
Lord Jesus Christ upon the terms of the gospel, they might 
have continued yet in their own land. They did not look upon 
him as the proper person to fulfil God's promises to them, and 
they fulfilled the word of God by rejecting him. His being the 
Messiah appeared as unlikely to them as it did to their unbeliev- 
ing ancestors, that the rock would supply them with water. 



CHRIST THE BOCK. 23 

The Rock of salvation is to them still a rock of offence ; and till 
they believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messiah, 
they must die for want of spiritual water. And when they shall 
be persuaded to strike the Rock of their salvation, they shall 
obtain refreshing streams to their souls. 

But again, to the Greeks the cross of Christ was foolishness. 
The apostles were sent to preach the gospel to the Gentiles — 
the doctrine appeared foolishness to them. The doctrine they 
preached was — " That God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him might not 
perish, but have eternal life." That the Lord Jesus Christ was 
the Son of God — that he was born of a virgin, in a stable, in 
the town of Bethlehem — ^that he was laid in a manger — ^that he 
lived a poor man — that he wrought at the carpenter business, 
with Joseph his reputed father, till he was thirty years of age 
— that he began then to preach the gospel — ^that he was cruci« 
fied between two thieves — that he was buried, and rose from 
the dead — that this is the Saviour whom God sent into the 
world, that such as believe in him will be saved; such as do not 
believe will be damned. This doctrine, though supported by 
miracles, appeared foolishness to them. It was as unlikely a 
method of salvation as it was for the unbelieving Israelite to get 
water out of a rock to quench his thirst. The Israelite, how* 
ever, must die for thirst if he did not get water out of the rock, 
and the sinner must die if he does not accept of salvation through 
Christ. 

2. As the rock yielded water. Christ is a well of water, 
springing up unto everlasting life, to all that believe. Grace is 
often compared to refreshing streams of water. From the Rock 
of salvation proceeded the well of salvation. Nothing can be 
more grateful and refreshing to the weary traveller than water 
— nothing so comfortable to the soul as grace. The water re- 
freshed and strengthened the children of Israel in the barren 
desert. In like manner, the salutary streams that flow from the 
river of life make glad the city of God. With joy, therefore, 
we may now draw water out of the wells of salvation. The 
promises of the gospel are full of consolation to sinners, and the 
waters of the sanctuary are for health or xsie^c^xi^. 
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3. The rock did not yield water till it was struck, and that 
hy Moses. No other staff could hring water out of the rock 
hut the rod of Moses. In like manner, Christ was struck hy 
the law of God. He was made a curse. Our sins were upon 
him. Sin hrings the curse of God upon the sinner. All our 
sins were laid upon the Rock of our salvation, and this hrought 
down all the curses of the broken law upon the Son of God. 
The law struck him ; as we broke all the commandments of the 
law, they poured all their curses upon his head. All our breaches 
of the divine law were imputed to him, and every command gave 
its own stroke. Every several stroke fetched water out of the 
Rock. The justice of God found our sins upon him, and this 
drew all the curses of the law upon him. Every sin procured 
him a curse, and every curse procured him a stroke. But^every 
curse with which the law struck him procured blessings upon 
blessings for his church and people. The law cursed him, and 
he blessed them. " He was wounded for our sins, and bruised 
for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon him, 
and with his stripes we are healed." The rock in the wilderness 
got but a stroke or two : he got many. Though the children of 
Israel were like to die for thirst, they cannot get water till Moses 
strikes the rock. The people might wander ever so long through 
the wilderness, but they cannot get relief but by striking the 
rock for them. Mankind may use other means ; but there is no 
salvation in any other name, nor any way of procuring grace for 
their souls, but through the merits of Christ. He is the way, 
the truth, and the life, and no man can come unto the Father 
hut in and through him ; for without him we can do nothing. 
It is true, indeed, the nobles digged with their staves, and the 
people sung, Spring up, O well, sing ye to it ; but though this 
was a duty, it was Moses' striking the rock that procured water. 
It is our duty to use our poor endeavours ; but it is not endea- 
vours or duties that give us the favour of God, but the merits 
of Christ alone. He is the First and the Last, the Alpha and 
Omega, in the great work of our salvation. 

4. The rock gave water not for one or two only, but for all 
the congregation. This water was not for the benefit of a few 
favourites among the people of Israel, such as Moses and Aaron, 
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Caleb and Joshua — all the congregation had a right to drink of 
the water. In like manner, the benefits of the Redeemer's death 
extend to all the ends of the earth. The gospel feast is a feast 
for all nations. No Israelite was excluded from that water — no 
sinner is excluded from this feast, if he does not exclude himself. 
Any man whatever that comes to take it, is welcome to the 
water of life. The water of life is free and open for all. The 
streams that flowed from the rock ran in such abundance that 
there was enough and to spare for all the people. The gospel 
is free to all. It is not the monopoly of one kingdom, of one 
country, or people. It is for the general benefit of mankind ; 
and the day is approaching when it shall be sent to all the ends 
of the earth. When the water gushed out of the rock at first, 
such of the people as were nearest got the first drink ; but in a 
short time the whole of them had access to the precious bless- 
ing. In the first ages the water of life was like a small rivulet, 
and few had access to drink — it is now like a large refreshing 
stream, making glad the city of God, and planted with trees 
on each side of it ; and the leaves of the trees, as well as the 
waters of the river, for the healing of the nations. 

Every man in the congregation was welcome to come and 
drink. We do not read that any man was excluded. Let us 
make the supposition that some melancholy Israelite made use 
of the same preposterous reasoning that several poor sinners use 
against themselves under the gospel. Let us put the case that 
he appeared before Moses, and told him that he was afraid^to 
drink because he was a great sinner, and therefore unworthy of 
the water — ^that, though others were welcome, he was not, 
because he was a great sinner. Would not the blessed man of 
God assure him that the water was as free for him as for any 
man in the camp ? And is not the grace of Christ free for all 
sinners ? If a man says he is afraid to come and drink becaase 
he is a great sinner, does not the Word assure him that he that 
cometh will in nowise be cast out — that if -he be a great sinner, 
Christ is a great Saviour ? 

6. The rock gave its water to the children of Israel, not 
because they deserved it, but because they stood in need. TW 
grace of Christ is offered to unneT8,i\otoiv wicovx\i\. <il^^ ^as^^v 



26 SERMON I. 

merits, but by way of a free gift. Would not any person that 
reads the history of the children of Israel suppose that people 
were ridiculing them if they said it was for their good deeds that 
they obtained water from the rock ? But if a person reads the 
history of mankind in general, will he say that such and such 
characters merit any thing at the hand of God ? What merit 
has a beggar for stretching hi& hand to receive alms ? or what 
merit has a traitor for accepting a pardon from his prince ? If 
the people of a whole province should rise in rebellion against 
their king and lawful governors, can that same people, after they 
are conquered, plead any merit because they are not so deeply 
guilty as their leaders ? The gospel addresses us as sinners be- 
cause we are such. It offers pardon to sinners, to rebels of every 
denomination. It does not suppose any sinner upon the face of 
the earth to be innocent so as not to stand in need of its assist- 
ance. The language of our merit-mongers is this — *' God, we 
thank thee that we are not as other men — we are not such gross 
sinners as the adulterer and the extortioner. Others may talk 
of the deceitfulness of sin, and the danger arising from original 
and actual corruption ; but we have not such a measure of it as 
to stand in need of the gospel. We live a decent life ; we pay 
our debts, and are good neighbours. We stand at an equal dis- 
tance from the devotion of the bigoted over-righteous enthusiast, 
and the scandalous irregularities of the libertine. We do not 
choose to examine our consciences by the Word of God, for fear 
religion would put us mad, but we hope to go to heaven before 
any canting hypocrite in the country." 

When these are the sentiments of people's heads, no wonder 
though they should not receive the gospel. The language of 
the poor Chrbtian is, '* Lord, have mercy upon me a sinner." 
The law accuses him — a guilty conscience, unbelief, and the sug- 
gestions of his grand enemy magnify all his sins. But when his 
heart is ready to be overwhelmed, the gospel comes in to his re- 
lief. The blessings of the gospel are offered him, not because 
he deserves them — he is conscious he does not — but because he 
greatly needs them. He sees his need. He is in the wilderness, 
and must come to the Rock for water to quench his thirst. 
The nations around them were not distressed with thirst like the 
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children of Israel — ^they got their water at an easy rate. 
The people of the world get their comforts often yerj easily. 
The people of God are brought into the wilderness — their 
souls are in distress — ^they get no comfort in any created 
enjoyment — ^they see their misery — ^they feel their distress- 
nothing can relieve them but the gospel — ^the water must come 
out of the Rock for them. There are plenty of blessings and 
comforts in the gospel for them — ^they are free for their use — 
they are purchased by another. They do not buy them with 
their money, or merit them with their good deeds ; they receive 
them as the free gift of God through the merits of Christ. 
Though we deserve the wrath and curse of God, the gospel is 
free for our acceptance. Christ and all his benefits are offered. 
to sinners without money or price. If we see our need we may 
come; and all sinners have the free and large offer of the gospel. 

6. The water of the rock followed them, not for a day or a 
year, but during their stay in the wilderness. The influences of 
grace follow the people of God till they come to glory. 

That many persons may have the appearance of religion, and 
afterwards turn lukewarm and indifferent, and perhaps turn back 
to their lusts and idols, and even ridicule religion and religious 
people, is a truth that falls under our daily observation. But 
notwithstanding this, the foundation of God standeth sure. The 
comfort of the doctrine does not belong to those who would turn 
the grace of God into lasciviousness ; but to true Christians who 
make it their daily prayer to God to give them grace to perse- 
vere to the end. The water followed the children of Israel in 
the wilderness; but upon their rebellion the precious blessing 
was withheld, till Moses strikes the rock a second time. The 
comfort of grace may be withheld from such of the people of 
God as fall into sin, till they renew their repentance, and take 
hold by faith of the Saviour. We read in the Scriptures of 
several of the saints who fell into very great sins ; but they did 
not entirely fall away, for they renewed their repentance — they 
humbled themselves before God, and were received into favour. 
This is very comfortable doctrine to the Lord's people ; and it 
cannot be a pillow for carnal security to any man. To tV^&^c^'ds^ 
who would reason in this foolish xiiaaiier« **\^Hi\tfy«\s^^^wa^» 
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of grace, I may indulge my lusts, for I cannot fall away/' we 
would answer in the words of Scripture, ^ Thou hast no part in 
this matter, for thy heart is not right hefore God ; thou art in 
the gall of bitterness and bonds of iniquity." It is not the fault 
of the precious doctrine that sinners abuse it to their own de- 
struction ; other doctrines are abused as well as thb. Instead 
of disputing about it, be it the business of our lives to secure the 
grace of God to our souls, to improve our talents and opportu- 
nities, and to go from strength to strength till we arrive safely 
at Zion. If a man is sincere, I believe he will persevere to the 
end. If a man once believes in his soul that the grace of G6d 
is more precious than created enjoyment, that the joys of heaven 
are more substantial than the joys of sense, nothing will stop his 
progress. Do we not see the wonderful effect that avarice and 
ambition have upon the human mind. And if the love of money, 
the love of praise, and the gratification of a lust, hurry people 
forward so that nothing can stop their career, is it to be sup- 
posed that the love of grace, the love of Christ, and the love of 
heaven, can have less effect ? Whatever is a man's darling ob- 
ject, he pursues it with perseverance. And when grace gives a 
new turn to the thoughts, grace follows the soul, as the water of 
the rock followed the children of Israel, till he safely lands in the 
heavenly Canaan. 

III. That as the rock did not yield water till it was struck, in 
like manner we must strike the Rock of our salvation that we 
may obtain refreshing streams for our souls. 

The mean by which the wisdom of God saw fit to relieve the 
thirst of the Israelites, was that the rock should be struck in 
order to supply them with water. It was an unlikely mean, and 
therefore it was greatly calculated to humble them, and bring 
them to a dependence upon God Almighty alone. They were in 
great distress ; but man's extremity is God's opportunity. We 
may believe that Moses, as well as the children of Israel, had 
murmuring thoughts, some secret unbelief, mixed with their 
faith. But their unbelief did not hinder the precious blessing 
from flowing to them. We may naturally think that they were 
in some measure at least brought to submit to the will of God 
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before they could obtain their request. The water was to flow 
from the rock, and the rock must be struck. We must likewise 
obtain the water of life by striking the Rock of our salvation. If 
such an expression may be allowed, God had no difficulty in 
bringing water out of the rock; the great difficulty was in 
bringing the people to submit to such a dispensation. There is 
mercy with God, there is grace in the Saviour, and there should 
be no difficulty in beUeving so. But the difficulty is in bringing 
the proud heart of a sinner to sue for this grace as he ought. 
The Rock must be struck before the water can be obtained. 
Moses struck the rock with the rod — we must strike the Rock 
by the exercise of faith and repentance. We ought to endeavour 
to believe that we shall obtain our requests. He permits us to 
use arguments with him, as if he were a man — '' Take with 50U 
words," says he. Blessed Job says, " that I knew where to 
find him, and I would fill my mouth with arguments." God is 
unchangeable; and our prayers capnot change his purpose, 
or alter his decree. Prayer is the blessed mean by which he 
brings about his gracious purposes towards his people. In 
Scripture, ^ e see the greatest works performed in favour of his 
people by faith and prayer. Prayer is only faith expressed 
in words. As the heat and attraction of the sun raises 
vapours, and melts the clouds into soflening showers of rain, 
prayer, as it were, brings faith to perform general and particular 
acts of believing. It is not the strength of the child that opens 
the door of his father's house ; it is the cry of the child that 
moves the father's heart to open — it is not his arguments, but 
the parental feelings, that open the door. He allows him to cry 
because he delights to hear his voice. I shall mention some of 
the arguments which poor sinners may use, as these are the 
strokes by which they bring water out of the Rock. 

1. That God sent his Son into the world to save sinners. 

We may put the Saviour in mind of his office. His business 
into the world was to destroy the works of the devil. This work 
is sin and unbelief — tl)e work of God is faith and holiness. As 
faith or unbelief prevail, grace or sin will prevail abo. Unbelief 
suggests to the sinner that he has committed such and such sins\ 
faith goes with these very sins to the ^^iNAOxxx iot -^^t^^x^ ko^ 
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gprace. If we were to stand at a distance from the Saviour be- 
cause we are sinners, who then could be saved ? Instead of this, 
we ought to g^ to bim as we are, for Saviour and sinner are 
relative terms. Our being sinners is what makes the Saviour 
precious to us. ** He came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance." 

2. That he has saved very great sinners, bardened sinners, 
that have continued long in sin. 

Unbelief may go a step farther than to tell us that we are 
sinners. We may be great sinners ; and some of the people of 
God, before their conversion, may have continued long in sin. 
The conscience may be seared, tbe heart hard, the will stubborn, 
the mind blind, and the feelings blunt. He may complain of 
being past feeling. But the Word assures us that all manner of 
sin shall be forgiven, and that the blood of Christ cleanses fi-om 
all sin. We have instances in Scripture of very great sinners 
that were pardoned and cleansed. And faith may plead this 
argument — ^that Christ is not only the Saviour of sinners, but 
the Saviour of great sinners. He not only can cure the spiritual 
palsy, but he can raise Lazarus out of the g^ave of sin, in whidi 
he has been rotting, not for days, but for years. Is this an ima- 
ginary case ? I appeal to history and experience. Such trophies 
of divine grace may encourage poor sinners to plead with the 
Saviour to have mercy upon themselves. Are we sinners ? — are 
we great sinners ? — and have we continued long in sin ? Such 
were Paul, Manasseh, the people of Corinth, and the murderers 
of Christ. The argument of the Psalmist is, ''Pardon mine 
iniquity, for it is great." Let us acknowledge that our sins are 
great ; but let us plead that we have a great Saviour, able and 
willing to save to the uttermost all that come unto him. 1£ our 
sins are heinous and highly aggravated, and our unbelief great 
in proportion, let us plead with him that he was not only 
wounded for our sins, and bruised for our iniquities, but that his 
precious side was pierced — that he encourages us in his gospel to 
thrust our hands in his side, and be not faithless, but believing — 
that by saving great sinners he will show his almighty power as 
a Saviour. Let us plead this argument. 

3. That as we stayed from him so long that we now have 
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nothing to plead by way of merit, bat that we plead his own 
righteousness. 

The language of our hearts sometimes is, that if we had come 
sooner he would receiye us. This thought, howeyer, arises 
from a desire to be justified by our self-righteousness. There is 
one way of justification for all, namely, by the righteousness of 
Chrbt imputed to us. If we have been great sinners, this must 
be our plea ; at any rate, we must make mention of his righteous- 
ness, of his only. Salvation is of grace; and whatever false 
opinions several people may have when they examine their sins — 
not by the law of God, but by their own self-love, and the 
maxims of the world around them — we must acknowledge our- 
selves to be sinners, and to stand in need of a Saviour. We 
cannot pretend to extenuate our sins — conscience and the Word 
of God give a different account of them. Are we sinners ? — he is 
the Saviour. Are we foul? — he is the Fountain. Are we in debt? 
— he is the Surety. We cannot pay our debt, or answer for one 
of a thousand of our transgressions ; but he is the propitiation, 
and we plead this great sacrifice. And though Lebanon is not 
sufficient to burn, or the beasts upon a thousand hills are not 
sufficient for a burnt-offering, '' the Lamb of God taketh away 
the sin of the world." That we might formerly believe that our 
own endeavours, our prayers, our alms, and our duties might re- 
commend us to God ; but that now, with the poor publican, we 
cry, Lord, have mercy upon us sinners. That we disclaim every 
thing but what the Lord Jesus Christ has done and suffered, 
and that we build our hope upon him as the Rock of ages— that 
we beg of himself to bring us from every false foundation, to 
trust in himself alone as the Author of salvation to our souls — 
that we desire to be found in him, not having our own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but the righteousness which is of God 
by faith. 

4. That he would get more glory by saving us than by de- 
stroying us. 

God vnil be glorified in the condemnation or salvation of all 
men. He delights in mercy. The salvation of one soul brings 
more glory to him than the condemnation of thou£&Tvd&. %^&S:^'&«- 
tion is the work of God ; misery and deatrwc^ivoii Va Viv^ \sv«a. 



32 SERMON I. 

bring upon themselves by sin. People can destroy, but cannot 
save themselves. Misery is the work of men ; grace and salva- 
tion the work of God. We may tell the Saviour that our ever- 
lasting happiness will procure glory to his name, for all the 
ransomed of the Lord are jewels in his crown, and will reflect 
honour upon him for ever — that the hosannas and hallelujahs of 
his people will be a greater pleasure to him than the groans and 
miseries of his enemies who smart under the hand of his justice. 

5. That if he will, he can save; and that we throw ourselves 
at his feet to do with us what he pleases. 

We are sinners, and as such we stand in need of a Saviour. 
The great work of grace is to humble the soul, and bring the 
sinner, weary and heavy laden, to Christ. We are to receive 
comfort in the lowest posture of humility and resignation. We 
deserve nothing ; and God is not obliged to give us any good 
thing unless he chooses of his own good pleasure — any thing he 
does is of free grace. Though he would condemn us we cannot 
complain ; and therefore let us tell the Saviour that we throw 
ourselves upon the mercy of God through his merits, and en- 
tirely resign ourselves to his will — that though he would destroy 
us, we adore his justice, and receive the stroke with resig^tion 
— we are sinners, and his justice would be clear — that we throw 
ourselves upon his mercy, for he b a gracious God — that we 
have murdered our souls, but that we lay hold upon the horns 
of the altar — ^that though Solomon put Joab to death at the 
altar, he is greater than Solomon, and a king of gi'eater mercy 
—that though the crimes of Joab were too great for Solomon 
to pardon, our sins are not so great but his blood can wash away 
their filth and their guilt — ^that though we tremble at his justice, 
we have some humble hope in his mercy — and if he would pardon 
our sins, gratitude would make us to devote our souls and 
bodies to his service. 

6. That instead of a soft heart, we feel our hearts hard — 
instead of love to God, we feel enmity — instead of genuine 
gratitude, we feel selfishness ; but that he is God, and can cure 
us — ^that he is our Physician, and we can tell him our diseases. 

Sin is an awful disease, and such as felt it will acknowledge 
that it is so of a truth. A proud self-righteous person would be 
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affronted to suspect his own heart was hard, that he had enmity 

to what was good, and that he could be capable of ingratitude 

to the best of beings. But what is the good of concealing our 

disease ? Till we feel our disease, how can we apply for a cure ? 

If a patient cannot bear to be told that his case is so bad that a 

physician is necessary, or, after applying to the physician, if he 

conceal from him his most secret and most dangerous wounds, 

can it be expected that he will cure him ? The Saviour would 

cure us if we would apply to him ; but either pride on the one 

hand, or unbelief on the other, hinder us from looking to our 

hearts and lives. Many of us are like a man who had a deep 

and dangerous wound in the side, and a small cut in the finger. 

He shows his finger to the doctor, but conceals the wound that 

affected his life. When asked the reason of such foolish conduct, 

he replies, that such a man applied a plaster to it. Besides, he 

was afraid the doctor would ask a high fee, and oblige him to 

observe a strict and regular diet; but when the wound begins to 

pain him, and threatens his life, he must show it to the physician. 

Such is our case. We ask pardon for what we think small sins 

— we say nothing to him about our hearts, and the great sin of 

our nature. We are afraid of mortification and self-denial ; but 

when we feel our pain, and see our misery, we must go to the 

Saviour — we must tell him our disease, be it never so deep or so 

desperate, "for there is balm in Gilead, and a Physician there." 

Do we complain that we are dead in sin, without spiritual feel- 

ing ? " He is the resurrection and the life.*' He can raise the 

dead sinner out of the grave, and give him life, and light, and 

joy. Let us tell him our case and pour our souls into his bosom 

— let us tell him that his healing hand can cure us, that we are 

afraid to look at the wound because unbelief says it is incurable 

— that we beg of our Physician to look at it himself, to see if 

ever the like of it came under his hand before ; and though this 

should be the case, that he is not like other physicians— that we 

hope he will undertake our ' cure — ^that we believe it would not 

defy his skill or his power to heal our disease — that we pray him 

to handle our wounds, for his healing medicines can cure every 

disease — that we will not believe a bad report of lLv\ssk — ^^\i& 
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can blot out our iniquities for his own sake, and that his blood 
can cleanse us from all sin. 

L<uthfi That as he took our nature upon him, we may speak 
to him as our elder brother — ^that we appeal to his tender 
heart and feelings — that we are determined to thank and blesi 
him whatever he does with us — that we shall wait upon him in 
the use of means, till he comes with his salvation to our souls. 

Let unbelief, let the enemies of our souls, do their utmost ; 
the worst they can say is, that God will destroy us at last. L0t 
us complain of them to the Saviour — let us tell him we are de- 
termined to bless him, to seek him, and to serve him, as w^ as 
we can — that we watch at his gate, knock at his door, and wait 
his gracious time — and that, though he would frown upon us, 
the language of our heart is, *' The blessing of our souls upon 
his precious head, through all eternity" — that we deliver up 
our lusts and our idols, and beg of himself to open up the.door 
of our hearts, that the King of glory may come in — ^that we 
are resolved to follow him — that his people shall be our people, 
and his God our God — that we shall run after him iu the use 
of all means, attend at the pool of ordinances, and go where we 
think he shall be passing by. And thus, though we cannot 
change God, prayer may gradually change our own hearts. 
When Moses conquered his unbelief so far as to strike the rocky 
the rock gave water to the congregation ; and Christ, the Rode 
of salvation, shall give water of comfort to our souls. 

Inferences — 

(1.) That as the children of Israel drank of the rock, but 
many of them did not understand the spiritual meaning of 
it. Christians may have the ordinances, and not experience their 
power. Water is a great temporal blessing. Every bad man, 
however, among the children of Israel had not the blessing or 
thing signified by the rock. Means and ordinances are a great 
blessing also, and they are valuable even for their temporal advan- 
tage to society. But the wicked do not reap any spiritual benefit 
from them. The gospel is hid to them ; and this consideration 
should make us earnestly beg of God to reveal Christ to our souls. 

(2.) Instead oi boasting of our privileges, we should make 
a good use of them — they cannot save. The Israelites enjoyed 
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astonishing privileges ; God wrought wonderful things for them 
in the field of Zoan, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness. 
The greater their privileges^were, so much greater were their 
pimishments, when they made a had use of them. It was not 
to encourage them in sin that they were privileged so highly, 
but to make them " a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 
Our privileges, as Christians, should make us holy in life and 
conversation. Let us not rest satisfied with eating and drink- 
ing in the presence of our Saviour, and wearing his livery by an 
outward profession ; but let us seek an interest in his love, and 
pray to God to engrave his image upon our hearts. 

Lastly, a poor soul may say, I haVie often struck the Rock, but 
do not fetch water. Why? unbelief is ihe cause. Unbehef 
made blessed Moses strike the rock twice, and speak unadvisedly 
with his lips. It is your duty to believe that you shall obtain 
your request. You cannot believe ; but as feith is God's com- 
mand, and your duty, you should attempt it. The people pre- 
sent when Lazarus was raised from the dead, in spite of unbelief, 
could remove the stone from the grave. They did so, and the 
miracle was wrought. You have attempted to believe, but do 
not bring water out of the Rock. If you have not, you must 
strike the Rock over and over again. Continue to strike the 
Rod. It was the power of God, and not the rod of Moses, that 
wrought the miracle. It is not your striking that brings water 
out of the Rock. It is the favour and good-will of God that 
brings comfort to our souls. We deserve nothing, and therefore 
we should wait patiently till God gives his gracious answer. 
May God bless his word to our souls ; and to his name be the 
^lory, through Christ Jesus. Amen. 



SERMON II. 

THK MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD. 

'* And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a 
feast of fat things^ a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things foil 
of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And he will destroy 
in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and 
the vail that is spread over all nations.** — Isaiah xxy. 6, 7. 

As there is no news so interesting to the people of God as the 
gospel, the prophets very oflen introduce it among other things. 
And as they delight in the subject in general, they look forward 
with peculiar pleasure to the more glorious days of the g^pel — 
to the days in which all nations, Jews and Gentiles, shall make 
up the Church of God. After the prophet had given an ao> 
count of the destruction of the enemies of the Church, he gives 
us a description of the feast of the gospel. 

It was customary with great conquerors after subduing Iheir 
enemies to make a feast for their friends. Thus we read of the 
feast of Ahasuerus. When the Saviour conquered his own and 
our spiritual enemies, he ordered the gospel to be published as 
a feast for all nations. 

I. I shall attempt to give you a description of the gpospel 
feast. 

n. Where it shall be made. 

III. For whom it shall be prepared. 

IV. The manner in which God shall prepare the nations Cor 
the gospel feast. 

V. Lastly. Application of the doctrine. 

I. I shall attempt to give you a description of the gospel 
feast. The greatest feast we read of in Scripture is the feast 
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of Ahasuerus, which lasted one hundred and eighty days. There 
was first a general feast for all the great men of Media and 
Persia, and then a particular feast for the people of Shushan, 
the palace, which lasted for seven days, where the king gave 
several proofs of his glorious majesty. 

In like manner, the gospel is a feast for all nations. There 
will he a general feast for all the Gentiles, and a particular feast 
for the Jews, after they are converted to the faith of Christ. 
At a feast there is great plenty of food — joy and delight of every 
kind. The gospel is a feast, 

1.^ Because of its complete perfection and suitableness to every 
sinner's case. In order to take a view of the Gospel, let us take 
a view of sin ; and, for this purpose, let us meditate for a little 
upon .the fallen angels. Behold, here, the fatal effects of sin ! 
Scripture informs us, that the angels who kept not their first 
estate are reserved in chains till the judgment of the great day. 
The holy angels saw Lucifer, son of the morning, with all the 
accomplices of his guilt, shorn of their beams, and instead of 
their being stars of light, are now become dark globes, black 
and wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of dark- 
ness for ever. What must, therefore, be their astonishment 
when they heard of the rebellion of our first father. They saw 
the effects of sin in superior beings, and it was natural for them 
to, ex{>ect that mankind would share the same fate. With what 
joy and astonishment, therefore, did they hear the gospel news, 
that man was to be redeemed — ^that the Son of God, in the 
fulness of time, would become man. Sin is an awful and filthy 
disease, but the gospel is in every respect a suitable remedy. 

At a feast, as there are persons of different tastes, there are 
different dishes. The doctrine that may refresh the soul of one 
may be dry to another. But there are many great and precious 
promises in the Word. Some have strong corruptions — some 
have strong unbelief — strong temptations — and strong fears. 
Some have sickly stomachs, that they cannot taste any dish. 
These require cordials to give them an appetite. And as there 
are many dishes at this feast, there is what suits every man's 
taste. The landlord asks his guests what they would choose. 
One chooses one food, another a differeivt. Ot\^ ^NsSw»» Vst. ^'^wt- 
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don, another longs for comfort, and a third prays for ttrengpth; 
There is not a temptation^— there is not a thought — thers is not 
a doubt, that can possibly rise in the mind, but there is some 
suitable word in the Scripture calculated to give comfort. One 
poor sinner looks upon himself as a nonsuch— a great, a very 
great sinner. The Saviour addresses him as he addressed his 
doubting apostle, '*• Thrust thy hand in my side^ and be not fiutii- 
less, but belieying." Another may have knowledge — ^he hears the 
gospel— -he has no doubt of the Saviour's power, but is afraid 
he is not willing to save him — if he is saved, he thinketh it is by 
a miracle of grace. Even miracles of grace are promised in the 
promises of the gospel. Isa. xliii. 19 : ^ I will do a new thing : 
I will make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the deaert/' 
The gospel is a complete feast, as it offers pardon to the guilty, 
grace to the unworthy, and streng^ to the weak. 

(1.) The gospel offers pardon to the g^ty. — ^The Lord Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners; he procured gifts for the 
rebellious, and is now exalted, a prince and saviour, to give re- 
pentance and pardon to the children of IsraeL The declaratioii 
of Scripture is : '^ Though your sins were as scarlet, tb^ shall 
be white as snow." Are we sinners ? Yes — we are all sinners, 
and come short of the glory of God, and some of us are great 
sinners. The Sariour is held forth as an asylum or sanctuary for 
the guilty to flee unto. He is our city of refuge. Very guilty 
criminals could have no access to the cities of refuge ; but the 
greatest sinners are welcome to Christ. When our Saviour was 
upon earth, he did not oomplain that there were any sinners so 
great that he could not pardon, or thdr disease so desperate 
that he could not cure. The only class of sinners he exchides 
is those who refuse the remedy offered them with expressions of 
hatred and contempt, and properly speaking, they only exclude 
themselves. Though many of the Jews were very great sinners, 
the Saviour's great complaint of them is, *' And ye will not come 
to me that ye may have life." He tells them, '' If they would not 
believe in him, they would die in their sins." The gospel does 
not exclude the guilty. The gospel calls the guilty. The gMpf^ 
encourages the guilty sinner to come to the Saviour. The lan« 
^age of the gospel is this, guilty sinners, why do you run 
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away from Christ ! If you knew the tender feelings of his heart 
you would run to him. If you look on yoursdf as a very great 
sinner, you wrong the Saviour if you think him not a complete 
saviour. He can hlot out all your transgressions as a thick 
cloud, and as a cloud your sins. Look to the heavens above you, 
and to the earth beneath you. It requires an exertion of Almighty 
power to create a single grain of sand-^an exertion of the same 
power can with the same ease create an universe. Had the 
Saviour more difficulty in raising Lazarus from the dead than 
in raising the ruler's daughter? — or had he greater difficulty in 
pardoning the sins of Manasseh than in saying to the man sick 
of the palsy, " Thy sins be forgiven thee ?" He had not. With 
the same ease he can pardon all sins. Are there any guilty 
criminals, here ? Come and welcome to the Saviour. The gospd 
is a feast, and here is your dish. 

(2.) The gospel offers grace to the unworthy.— People who 
have not fallen into very gross sins, may perhaps think they 
have a claim upon the gospd. tn this, however, they are mis- 
taken ; for it is not because we are worthy, but because we are 
unworthy that the blessings of the gospel are offered. No sin- 
ner is worthy, though some are more unworthy than others* 
There are a few of mankind who have not fallen into what the 
world calls gross sins ; but when they get a view of the spiritu- 
ality of the divine law, they will see themselves unworthy in the 
sight of God. An actual breach of any one of the ten com- 
mandments is a gross sin ; and if this be true, as it certainly is^ 
the generality of mankind have fallen into gross sins — and seve* 
ral of them have fallen into very gross sins. To all these un* 
worthy sinners, the gospel comes with an offer of grace. Such 
as have no money, are invited to buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. You must obtain grace freely, or for 
some equivalent price ; but what price can a sinner give foi^ 
grace. Let us examine. Why, perhaps, he gives a deal in charity 
to the poor. But, my friends, consider how precious is the 
grace of God — it is the divine image upon the soul. Should 
the king, who is the greatest man in the nation, expend a great 
quantity of money in the course of forty or fifty years upon 
several poor objects — could this procxo^ ^9^x2,^ ^ot \i>^ ^*s<^- 
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Can all the money in the world take away one sin ? Can a scheme 
of duties and several devotional exercises take away guilt or pro- 
cure the favour of God ? Nothing can do this hut the merits of 
Ghrbt. The Saviour died to procure us the grace of God. We 
are not to pay any thing for it, hut to accept of it with thankful- 
ness, and helieve in the Divine person that procured it for us. 
That we are unworthy sinners, every part of the hook of God 
clearly evinces, either in plain language or hy plain and necessary 
consequence. But until we believe that we are unworthy, we 
cannot helieve or prize the gospel. The Scripture says that all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There are two 
arguments that prove who are unworthy sinners, when other 
arguments fail. Many persons who think well of themselves and 
cannot be convinced that they are unworthy, have very different 
views when they turn dangerously sick or come to the point of 
death. In these awful moments they are as much afraid as your 
gross sinners — a proof that they are unworthy. Sickness or death 
did not make them unworthy, but only convinced them that they 
were so. 

If we give ear to the Word of God and the voice of conscience^ 
they both declare us unworthy. Every mouth must be stopped, and 
every sinner plead guilty before God. If a number of people 
should rise in rebellion against their lawful sovereign, and that 
one or more of them plead that the stone with which he struck 
the king was not bigger than an egg, that it did not much hurt 
his majesty, would this argument be sustained? Would not 
the jury bring him in guilty ? Would not the judge condemn 
him ? Will not every person acknowledge that he is an unworthy 
rebel? And if the king pardons him, does not this proceed 
from his royal clemency, and not from his worthiness ? But if 
this same rebel, instead of imploring mercy, always insisted that 
many were more guilty than he was — that the stone he took up 
and threw at the king as he was passing in his carriage was but 
small — that the stone did not kill him — that he only meant to 
frighten the king, — wodld not such defences prove that he was 
still a perverse rebel ? Every sin against God is an attack upon 
his heavenly majesty. It strikes at his authority. And when we 
see our sins, instead of excusing them, or saying we are not so 
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deep in guilt as others, we shall then take shame to ourselves, 
acknowledge our unworthicess, and throw ourselves upon the 
mercy of God, revealed to us in the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For Christ is offered to the unworthy. 

(3.) The gospel offers strength to the weak. — Christ is 
offered not only to sinners in general, but to those who are en- 
tirely dead in sin and going on in a course of wickedness. 
Habitual sinners in particular have no strength to perform the 
duties of the law, and no relish to partake of the pleasures of the 
gospel. Are these then excluded ? They are not — God has no 
pleasure in the death of the sinner. He offers them grace to 
repent, and his Spirit to work repentance in their souls. His 
complaint is — ^** And ye will not come unto me that ye might have 
life." As we cannot quicken ourselves — ^he is the resurrection 
and the life — he is exalted a prince and a saviour to give repent- 
ance to the children of Israel, and the forgiveness of sin. Do we 
stand in need of grace to r^ent ? The language of the Saviour is, 
'* Ask and ye shall receive," and *'How much more will your hea- 
venly Father give his Holy Spirit to them who ask him ? ** Expe- . 
rience can assure us that, without the grace of Christ, we can do 
nothing. Shall we then g^ve room to sloth and idleness because 
we cannot convert ourselves ? Shall we reason against our own 
souls? If nothing at all was in the power of man, unbelief 
would not be our sin. The paralytic man in the gospel could 
not stretch his arm, and yet the Saviour commands him to do 
8o. He attempts the duty — ^he was healed. May we not follow 
the example ? We are commanded to believe. We cannot believe 
or repent. What shall we do ? Thb is our duty : it is the will 
of God. Let us then throw ourselves at his feet, acknowledge 
our weakness and insufficiency, and ask strength to do his will. 
Let us not give room to our natural enmity, and ask. Why does 
€K>d require us to do what we have no strength to perform? If 
a man was fallen into a deep pit, and another passes by, 
sees him in that condition and offers his help ; he desires him to 
arise and come out of that pit ; he answers that he cannot ; he 
reaches a rope to him, and desires him to lay hold of it, and that 
he will draw him up; — ^would not the unfortunate traveller reason 
yery wickedly and ungratefully, if he u^bTSAi^ft^ >Kvak\ifisosXaKi«st^ 
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that he desired him to come out of the diBmal place he was in* 
when he saw that he could not, with all his endeayours, extricate 
himself ? Would he not succeed better by grateiiilly thanking 
his friend, and tdling him that, though he was much indebted 
to him, and would thankfully follow his advice, but that his hand 
was so benumbed with cold and weakness that he could not hold 
the rope ? Will he leave him in this condition ? By no means* 
He sends down a person to bind the rope ahou.^ him, and then 
draws him up. Let us own our weakness, and that we cannot 
lay hold of the promise let down for our help. When the poor 
creature is in that weak condition, the Holy Ghost ties the pro- 
mise about him and draws him up. Are we dead without feeling ? 
— ^he is the resurrection and the life — he can breathe upon our 
dead souls — command us to live, and come up out of our graves. 
If we find ourselves in a weak and impenitent state, he promisM 
the new hearty and makes it our duty to pray for it, as he trils 
us he will be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them. 
To say or suppose that wicked persons, and people without grace, 
are not commanded and encouraged to pray, is to say that grace- 
less persons are not commanded and encouraged to repent. The 
weak are those who have strong corruptions and no relish at all 
for holiness, and come such a length in sin as to laugh at re- 
gion. The wise man addressed such characters with a prmnise 
of the Holy Spirit to assist their weakness. Proverbs i. 22, 23. 
In a word, guilty sinners, unworthy characters, and persons 
destitute of all spiritual strength, are encouraged to turn to Qod 
by the promises and privileges of the gospel ; and, when sudl 
characters feel their own situation, believe their danger, and a{qf>ly 
to the Saviour for relief, these precious declarations of scripture 
are a rich feast to their souls. 

2. Again — the gospel is a feast because of the universality of the 
gospel call. — The gospel is addressed to aU indefinitely. It is an 
universal remedy, and offered to all that hear the calL If some 
great sinners were excepted, it would not be gospel then. Kooe 
are excepted but such as except themselves. The most exertion* 
able characters are called — however aggravated their sins — ^how* 
ever miserable their case — ^however poor their feelings. Sinners 
are called. Great sinners are called. Dead sinners without 
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feeling are called. All sinners that hear the joyful sound are 
called. There is no clog upon the offer. If one in every ten 
thousand was excluded, the rest would he afraid such an offer 
would give a handle to unbelief. That the offer of grace is 
genera], is as clear as the sun in the firmament^ and we may 
answer evpry objection arising from unbelief, unworthiness, 
and want of feeling, in the words of our Saviour, in the 
words of comfort to those who endeavour to avail themselves 
of them. ''He that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out." You say you cannot come. I ask, Do you honestly 
make the attempt? If you do, you need not be afraid, but 
you will be welcome. If none had the offer but those who have 
the grace of God, how uncomfortable the doctrine I None could 
have comfort but those who are fully assured of their salvation. 
Our Saviour invited the weary and heavy laden, but he complains 
of others who had no feeling of the burden of sin, because they 
would not come. The gospel was to be preached to all nations 
— ^the first offer was made to the Jews as being the most guilty. 
However rich the feast at which a person is present, if he believes 
he is not welcome because he was not invited, he feels uneasy. 
But if the landlord says, that all who choose to come are wd- 
Gome, his scruple is removed. If a very great sinner, like the 
Jews of old, is afraid to come, and that he is not welcome, scrip- 
ture informs him that all that will may take the water of life 
freely, and, if sick of sin, all the ends of the earth are desired to 
look and be healed. 

3. The gospel is a feast, because Christ crucified isexhibited to the 
Tiewof our faith. — ^Pardon of sin is to be expected at the foot of the 
cross. As sure as bread and wine feed the body, a view by faith oi the 
death and sufferings of Christ, feeds, strengthens, and invigorates 
the mind. Let us beg of God to give us this view of the tree of 
life ; and we may then sit under his shadow with great delight, 
and his fruit be sweet to our taste. We are called upon to be* 
fieve in the Redeemer, and apply his merits to our souls. It is 
not enough to feed a person at a feast, that he believes there is 
plenty of food on the table, and that all are welcome to partake. 
He must reach his hand, take, and eat — we must feed upon Christy 
take him as our own, and each must saj CW\sV.\& xo^xift m \»s^^. 
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cular — we must not be content to believe that his death is suffi- 
cient for all — ^that he is offered to all that hear ; but that he is 
offered to us in particular, and apply the balm of hb blood to our 
own wounds. We must make particular application of his death 
to our souls. Unbelief should not keep us back by suggesting 
to us that we are not broken in heart, and that it would be pre- 
sumption to believe. Faith softens the heart. Is it presumption 
to come to Christ to get our hearts softened and our souls sane- 
tified ? He is exalted as a Prince and Saviour to give repentance^ 
and, as faith is the gift of God, we may ask it from him who pro- 
cured gifts for rebels. The command of God is, *^ Awake, thou 
that sleepest, arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
hght." Is it presumption in us to attempt to obey the command 
of God ? At the time we feel ourselves dead, without the re- 
sentments of godly sorrow for sin. Our duty is to believe that 
we may obtain the pardon of sin. And when God strengthens 
us to believe, a view of Christ crucified will effectually soften the 
heart with godly sorrow for sin. Let us then ascend the hill of 
Calvary, and behold the great Friend of sinners stretched upon 
the cross. He died for sinners, and we may look. The brazen 
serpent was set up upon a pole for the benefit of the IsraeUtes 
that were stung with the fiery serpents. It was not the feeling 
they had of their pain that cured them. It was a sight of the 
serpent upon the pole. A sight of sin that would make us cry 
for pain cannot heal our souls. It is only a sight of our Saviour 
can do that. If we believed the efficacy of this cure we would 
certainly apply. Let us ti^. It is an infallible remedy — thou- 
sands have tried and were healed. This is the tree of life, and 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

4. The gospel is a feast on account of the comforts with 
which the souls of his people are refreshed. — The comforts of 
the gospel have often made the people of God forget every 
thing else. They say, with the disciples, it is good to be 
here. Like the children of Israel at the bitter waters of Mara, 
when the wood of the tree of life is put in the waters, they 
are made sweet to them. The cross of Christ sanctifies th^ 
afflictions to them. When the Israelites pitched near Elim, it is 
probable it was one of the most comfortable stations they had 
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during their stay in the wilderness. They had twelve wells uf 
water, and seventy palm-trees. Sometimes the people of God 
meet with several springs of comfort in the wilderness. There 
are other times, however, when they get a Pisgah view of the 
land of Canaan. Their joys do then ahound. They have a 
heaven upon earth. A distant view of the spicy mountains 
rfdses their souls to heaven, and, when they taste these suhlime 
pleasures, they despise the pleasures of sin and sense. A draught 
of the river of l^fe that proceeds from the throne of God fills 
and satisfies their souls. A day in the courts of God is better 
than a thousand. I appeal to the people of G^d. Is not one 
half hour of the pleasures of religion better than all the earthly 
pleasures that ever you tasted? 

11. The second thing proposed was — Where this feast shall 
be made ? 

We are told it shall be in this mountain. Zion hill was a type 
of the Church of Christ. The gospel sounded from Jerusalem 
to all the ends of the earth. What should hinder us to under- 
stand these words in the literal and spiritual meaning? We 
learn from Scripture that the destruction of Babylon has a lite- 
ral and typical meaning ; and we believe the comfortable pro- 
mises respecting the hill of God have the same. And whither 
we understand the words of Jerusalem literally, or of the Church 
of God, in either case it will be fulfilled. The gospel will be a 
feast for all. It has been a feast for too many of the nations of 
the earth already ; and the time is coming when all nations shall 
hear the joyful sound. The Jews shall have their large share of 
the feast. We read in the Acts of the Apostles that some of all 
nations under heaven were at Jerusalem at the time of Pente- 
cost ; and this was an earnest of the promise in the text. When 
the ancient people of God shall return to their own land, the 
fulness of the Gentiles shall come in to the Church. It is highly 
probable that people from all nations may visit Jerusalem ; and 
in that case the promise in the text may be literally accomplished. 
It was from Jerusalem we got the gospel, which is, and will be, 
a feast for all nations. The Church is compared to a mountain, 
because a mountain is conspicuous to aJUx «k caVj ^fe\.^^^\S^ 
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cannot be hid. The Church has been conspicuous at all tunes, 
in some sense or other. At the time her visible appearance has 
been most eclipsed, she has been conspicaoos in another view. If 
a king builds a palace upon a mountain, it makes the outward 
appearance of it more beautiful, but does not add a whit to the 
height of the mountain more than if a peasant erects his colt^ 
there. Whoever dwells upon a mountain will be seen, whether there 
be many or few. Whoever makes profession to be truly rdigiooi^ 
will b^ taken notice of. Elijah complained that there was none to 
be seen upon the mount of God in Israel but himself. Bat though 
Elijah thought himself alone, he was not the less conspicuoua. 

In the latter days, we learn that many shall go up to the 
mount of the Lord ; many shall seek the way to Zion with (heir 
faces thitherward. The Church may likewise be compared to a 
Anountain, because it is higher than other parts of the earth. 
When a person ascends a hill, he sees every other place below 
him. When we go up to the hill of God, we have place for 
meditation and retirement. We see the world below us. We 
commune with our hearts and open them to the Saviour, and 
thus prepare our souls for the feast of the gospel. 

ni. The third thing proposed was — ^For whom this feast shall 
be prepared. 

The gospel is a feast for all nations. It is designed fi>r 
all people, and in God's good time it will be exhibited to all 
Sin is an universal disease. The gospel is an universal remedy. 
Physicians have never yet discovered any thing that could be 
reckoned an universal cure. The gospel, is a cure for every 
^iritual disease which sin has brought upon the soul. If it be 
so, some person may ask, why was it not revealed to all na^ 
tions ? — why are not all who hear it saved ? Answer — ^If it 
was not sent to all comers, this has been owing partly to the 
negligence of the Church, partly to the wickedness a£ the 
heathens themselves. That the Church has been deficient of 
zeal in all ages, is too obvious to reqidre great proof; and as to 
the heathens, it is well known that, instead of embracing these 
glad tidings of great joy as they ought, they have often destroyed 
the persons who were sent with the joyful news to them. 
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As to the question, Why are not all who hear the gospel 
saved, if it be an infallible and universal cure? Phy^cians who 
cure the body can assure us that they would infallibly save many 
lives from death if the patients would follow their prescriptions 
and apply the remedy. If the perverseness of some patients 
made them entirely refuse the remedy ; if the intemperance of 
others prevented the cure from being effectual — in either case, 
the fault could not be imputed to the remiedy or to the physician. 
With regard to the gospel, some obstinately reject it, and others 
content themselves by hearing it without applying the precious 
remedy to their souls. But there is balm in Gilead, and a Phy- 
sician, whither sinners apply to him or not. He never refuses 
any that employ him, a^d the balm of his blood is freely offered 
to all without exception. 

lY. The manner in which God will prepare the nations for 
the gospel feast. 

He will do this, the prophet informs us, by removing the vail 
and the covering. While there is a vail or covering upon a per- 
son's face he cannot perceive objects, although they were near 
him. There is a vail upon the hearts of all men by nature that 
prevents th^ seeing their spiritual situation. There is a vail of 
igncotuice, guilt, and unbelief. It was usual for people to put a 
covering upon the face of a condemned person, that he might 
not see when he was led to execution. Mankind are in this 
situation. They are condemned crimiBtals — ^there is a dark vail 
upon the eyes of their minds. They see not their danger, and 
where they are led. God promises to remove the vail, so that 
the criminals who were led forth to execution are admitted to the 
privileges of children, and are made partakers of the gospel feast. 

And this thick vail of ignorance, prejudice and guilt, is re- 
moved by knowledge, by preaching Christianity in its native 
»mplicity, and by the influences of the Holy Spirit accompanying 
the preaching of the gospd. 

It is removed by the introduction of knowledge. 

Learning and knowledge pave the way for the introduction 
and reception of Christianity, by removing prejudices, (kir holy 
religion made its first appearance at & time -wYicxkioAx^^^^^c^ 
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enlightened with arts and sciences. The Lord Jesus Christ was 
horn in the Augustan age — an age famous for learning and 
learned men. 

Learning and knowledge will qualify people for judging the 
arguments advanced in support of our holy faith. Accordingly, 
we find that in all ages the most learned men, after g^ing through 
the circles of the sciences, after enriching their minds with store 
of human learning, after making thenlselyes masters of all clas- 
sical knowledge, sat down at length at the feet of the prophets 
and apostles. Whatever respect we might have for the sages of 
antiquity, whatever relish as men of taste they might have for 
the beauties of the classics, they found the doctrines of salvation 
only in the scriptures of truth. They might findja great deal of 
human wisdom in the writings of antiquity; but they found the 
manifold wisdom of God in the redemption of sinners by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Human knowledge, then, shall prepare the 
heathens for the reception of Christianity. But, 

Again, The vail will be removed by preaching Christianity in 
its native simplicity. 

In the purest and most orthodox churches, there are doc- 
trines taught that are not necessary to salvation. The doc- 
trines of the prophets and apostles are — ^faith in a Redeemer, 
repentance unto life, and holiness of heart and conversa- 
tion. These, and the doctrines more immediately connected 
with them, are the doctrines calculated to bring souls to a Sa» 
viour — Christ crucified is the great- doctrine for poor guilty sin- 
ners. But, above all, the vail will be removed 

By the influences of the Holy Spirit accompanying the preach- 
ing of the gospel. 

Conversion to God is the work of the Spirit. It is the Spirit 
alone that can effectually remove the vfdl. In the first ages of 
the Church, preaching was attended with power. The gospel 
is preached in many places in the visible Church; no effects fol- 
low; they hear without concern. They even loathe the manna; 
they have a relish for the flesh-pots of Egypt. It is manifest 
the vail remains upon their hearts. But when God's good time 
comes for converting the heathen, and visiting his Church in 
mercy, the great Conqueror will gird his sword upon his thigh, 
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and with his sharp arrows shall pierce the enemies of the King. 
Congregations shall not sit sleeping; the Word will come with 
powler, and they shall take salyation to heart. When they shall 
see their misery by nature and practice, the glad tidings of the 
gospel will be a feast to their souls. 

V. Application. 

1. Is the vail removed from your hearts? Did you see your 
danger by original and actual sin ? Except you repent, you shall 
perish. The gospel can be no feast except you see your need of 
the heavenly manna. What is the language of your heart ? Do 
you love the unsearchable riches of Christ, or the sordid pleasures 
of sin and sense, and the riches that perish ? Is God or Mammon 
your portion ? If you have no relish for the gospel, you can 
have no relish for heaven, and you cannot upon scripture grounds 
expect to be admitted to that holy place. 

2. If you see your sin, come to this feast. You are welcome. 
If you complain you do not see your sin, beg of God to give you 
such a sight of it as will make you relish the gospel. To those 
who believe, Christ is precious. Pray to God to give you a sight 
of him that will satisfy your soul. 

3. If you have been feeding at this feast, recommend it to 
others by your conversation and example. It is the duty of 
Christians as well as ministers to recommend Christ to sinners. 
Speak well of the Saviour, and take an opportunity to give a re^ 
ligious turn when you are in company; say something — it may 
do good. By your example, live up to what you would recom- 
mend to others. People will not believe you if your lives belie 
your profession. If you are like themselves, how can you gain 
them to religion ? 

If you are under the necessity of humouring them in some 
things that are not sinful, take care to let them see you do so 
merely to do them good. People will humour children in order 
to make them learn. If we have been feeding with Christ in the 
ordinances, let people find the savour of good ointment about us, 
and this will induce them to come to the feast with us. Amen ! 



SERMON III. 

THE GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES. 

'* Whereby are giyen unto us exceeding great and precious promises, 
that by these ye might be partakers of the dirine nature, hariog 
escaped the pollution that is in the world, through lust.** — 2 Pxtkr 
i.4. 

Faith in the Diyine promises and in unseen objects is the great 
support and consolation oF all true Christians. The happiness 
of the people of God is not in what they see ; it ecmsbts in pro- 
mises. The happiness of children, eyen of great men's ohildreni 
consists not in what they presently possess, but in what thdr 
parents mean to do for them. Abraham and his immecBftte 
successors are held up to our view as the great example of faith. 
Now, their temporal or spiritual happiness in this worlds did 
not consist in present possession. Palestine b called the land 
of promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, and it was proh 
mised to Abraham as a type of heaven. Now, the ohildrm of 
Israel did not possess it for many years after the promise was 
given. It was but a small part that Abraham himself enjoyed 
of that pleasant country, and his posterity sojourned for several 
years in Egypt. But they had a promise of Canaan, and this 
was the joy and rejoicing of their hearts. Now, there is a 
heavenly Canaan promised to the children of God, and this is 
their joy and happiness. They have not much in possession, but 
they have their all in the Divine promise. The children of this 
world may tell them as the son of a tenant said once to the son 
of a laird, *' I have a better coat than you." But the children 
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of God may answer as the gentleman's child did, "But my 
father is richer than your father." 

And what is the gospel but a prombe of eternal life ? f^id this 
life is in the Son. There is a heavenly Can^n promised, and 
if we can prove our relation to the Lord Jesus Christ, we have 
a title to it as sure as the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, iM^d 
Jacob could have to the earthly Canaan, owing to their relation 
to these holy men. In speaking further upon these words, 

I. I shall point out to you wherein consists the exceeding 
greatness and preciousness of the promises made to the people 
of God. 

n. The character of the children of the promise — ^they are 
partakers of the Divine nature. 

m. The effect of embracing the promise — they escape the 
corruption that is in the world through lust. 

I. I shall point out to you wherein consists the exceeding 
greatness and preciousness of the promises made to the people 
of God. 

Things are reckoned great and precious among all men for 
their intrinsic value, as food and raiment, land and possession, 
and all the absolute necessaries of life. They are reckoned pre- 
cious for the value set upon them, as gold, silver, and precious 
stones, and the favours we receive from near and dear friends 
and relations. And if the things that are necessary for this lifb 
are so very valuable, how precious are the things that are 
necessary for the spiritual and heavenly life I Now, the g^eat 
things promised to the people of God, are, 

1. A kingdom of glory in the life to come. 

2. Grace to prepare them for the kingdom of heaven, and all 
needful spiritual supplies during their passage through this 
wilderness. 

3. Such a competent portion of the good things and comforts 
of life temporal as the wisdom of God shall see meet for them — 
and these temporal good things are very precious, as they pro- 
ceed from divine love, flow from the promises, and come to 
them through the precious channel of ^Ta.^«t \ vcA \sl *Cck.^^ 
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three things consist the greatness and preciousness of all the- 
divine promises. 

1. There is a kingdom of glory promised to the people of 
God in the life to come, and this promise was made hefore the 
foundation of the world. Canaan was promised to the children 
of Israel long hefore they were horn, and this, not for their own 
deservings, but because they were the children of faithful. 
Abraham. And before we had a spiritual or even a natural 
being, grace is given us in Christ before the world began. We 
are chosen in Christ and obtain the kingdom, not because we 
deserve it, for we are sinners, but because He had made us his 
people. There is a kingdom prepared for them — and our Lord 
tells us it was prepared for them from the foundation of the 
world. 

They were chosen in Christ. Christ was chosen, and they 
were chosen with Him to be his people ; and, as they were chosen, 
there was prepared for them a kingdom they were to inherit. 
When God prepared a kingdom, he surely knew the people for 
whom it was prepared. He tells them at the day of judgment, 
in plfdn language, it was prepared for them. 

And as it was prepared from the foundation of the world, it 
was not for any merit he saw in them ; for they were sinners. 
He did not prepare it because he saw they were friends; for 
scripture says they were enemies, and that he died for such. 
When a great man marries, he makes a provision for all his 
children, and for some of them perhaps before they have a being. 
But a great man cannot know whether he will have children^ or 
what number he may have. This cannot be said concerning 
God; for he surely knew all his spiritual seed for whom he 
was preparing the kingdom. They could not certainly convert 
themselves, or give themselves a spiritual birth ; and if a man 
believes any thing at all, he must believe that God knew before- 
hand whom he meant to convert, sanctify, and save ; and copse- 
quently he knew for whom he was preparing this kingdom. 
There is a kingdom then promised and prepared for all the 
elect of God, and as there is a kingdom promised and 
prepared, 

2. There is grace promised to prepare them for the kingdom 
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x)f heaven, and all needful spiritual supplies during their passage 
through this wilderness. 

When God chose his people, he saw that they were sinners — 
that they were foul — that they were graceless. He purposed 
then to give them grace, and he gave them grace in Christ 
Jesus before the world began. Grace is the most precious thing 
in this world. It does not come by chance ; a man obtains it in 
consequence of the divine purpose. Grace is the execution of 
the divine decree — ^the performance of the divine promise. All 
the g^race necessary from their first call till they arrive safe in 
glory, is comprehended in the grace given in Christ Jesus, 2 Tim^ 
L 9, and it consists in the following things. It is promised, 

(1.) They shall obtain quickening grace. 

(2.) Renewing and restoring grace. 

(3.) Strengthening and comforting grace. 

(4.) Persevering grace to the end of their journey. 

(1.) They shall obtain quickening grace. The Redeemer shall 
see the travail of his soul in a numerous spiritual seed. His 
children shall be like the dew from the womb of the morning, 
adorned with all the beauty of holiness, and shining in the bright 
robes of their Redeemer's righteousness. Our Lord informs 
OS that all that the Father gives him shall come unto him. He 
quickens whom he will. Now, the first sign of quickening 
grace b a feeling of sin and a sight of need. When the spirit 
comes he will convince the world of sin. A person that has 
natural life will have feeling of heat and cold, hunger and 
thirst, and all the wants of the animal life. And when God 
quickens us we have a sense of our spiritual needs, and cry to him 
that can supply our wants. It is God that quickens those who 
were dead in trespasses and sins. And when he quickens he 
g^ves faith, and this faith, the gift of God, is given to all whom 
the Father gives him. And as natural life has a feeling of its 
own wants, and will naturally suggest to us the things we are 
to do to supply them, the spiritual life does the same. The spirit 
that quickens convinces of sin — we see our filth and misery, and 
this excites a desire after deliverance from both. The gospel 
proposes a remedy — it shows us the atonement — ^pardon is pro- 
cured by virtue of the Saviour's great sacrifice. When. tJbd&v^ 
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seen and believed, it purifies the heart. The heart is naturallj 
foul, and as a putrid lake produces a number of disagreeable 
living creatures, the foul heart produces swarms of nauseous and 
unbelieving thoughts. In the gospel there is a fountain to wash 
in, and a river of life ; and when a stream from this river passes 
through the heart, it cleanses the thoughts from sin. The nature 
of grace b to cleanse, to sanctify, to enlighten, as well as to save ; 
and when it quickeneth the soul it also sanctifies the heart. 

(2.) There is a promise of renewing and restoring grace. The 
language of God to his people when they fall, is this, *^ Return, 
ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings.". And 
again, '* I will heal their backslidings, I will love them freely.'* 
The royal Psalmist acknowledges that God had restored his soul 
and led him in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Before Peter fell, our Lord informed him that Satan wished to 
sift him like wheat, but that he had prayed for him. The gcMpel 
is a declaration of glad tidings to perishing lost sinners in general. 
Now, the gospel had been wei^er than the old covenant of 
works i£ there had not been a pardon upon record on the re- 
newal of our repentance. Accordingly, we are desired to do our 
first works and return to our first love. Indeed, the language 
of Scripture upon this subject is very strong, *' O harlot, hear 
the word of the Lord ; " and again, ^ though thou hast played the 
harlot with many lovers, yet return to me, saith the Lord." And 
if this was not the language of the gospel, we may well ask. Who 
then could be saved ? Which of us has not broken the cov^enant 
of our God? Have we not treacherously given that heart to the 
creature which belongeth to the Creator ? And if the very best 
of us was asked the question, '^ Have we not cause of fear if there 
was no promise of renewing and restoring grace ? Have we not 
grieved the Spirit, hardened our. own hearts, and benumbed our 
consciences with sin?" and if we must plead guilty to these 
charges, what would come of us if the gospel ^d not offer us 
pardon. If this doctrine was not true, the people of God "^ere 
the^ most miserable objects upon the face of the eiurth. We 
acknowledge that they are greater sinners than others ; for they 
rin not only against light and knowledge, which the wicked may 
doy but they sin against grace also. They have abused the grace 
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of God, and grieved the Holy Spirit, and driven away his motions 
(from their souls. Now, there b this addition to their guilt which 
is not in the sins of the wicked. And is there any promise for 
such? Yes, where sin has abounded grace does much more 
Abound. I'hat Christ is offering restoring and renewing 
grace^ is clear horn the description given us of the Church of 
Laodicea, /* They were wretched, and miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked." And yet they are invited to buy gold tried in the fire, 
and white raiment, and eye-salve. The Saviour assures us that 
he loved that Church notwithstanding the misery of their 
spiritual condition. He invites them to renew their repentance, 
and that he will give them the consolation of his grace $ and if 
we are in the sione state, we have the same encouragement and 
pTomiae. 

(3.) There is a promise of strengthening and comforting grace. 
We are called with a holy calling ; we are brought into a state 
t>f hoUness and virtue ; we have spiritual enemies, and we must 
i^t against them. When the Israelites came out of Egypt, the 
surrounding nations looked upon them with a jealous eye, and they 
had several battles to fight before they got possession of the 
promised land. But they became impatient at last, and despaired 
of seeing the aocomptishment of the promise. Our spiritual 
enemies stand in our way; we have found the combat fierce, and 
it is np easy matter to fight against the world, flesh, and devil. 
Unbdief is ready to suggest awful things, and magnify the 
greatness of the danger, and the many and insurmountable difB- 
coltieB that lie in our way. Our carnal reason and our carnal 
friends, as well as our spiritual enemies, are a clog to our souk 
in the ways Df God. But our Lord is the great Captain of our 
sahration, and our high priest before the throne, so that we may 
plead for strength and grace in the tune of need. His grace 
shall be sufRcient for us, and as our day so shall our strength be,. 
for he will not leave nor forsake us. When we pass through the 
fire and water we shall ndther be burned nor drowned; and,, 
though we are no better than worms in our own sight, yet by 
divtne strength we shall even thrash the mountains. Like- 
our divine Master, we shall drink of the brodc in our way, and 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost, through the promises of the 
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gospel, shall strengthen our hearts and dispel our douhts. By 
keying near the waters of the sanctuary our souls shall grow 
like the willows. And when at other times we are like a parched 
wilderness, the dews of his salvation shall descend upon our souls. 
These sweet influences shall refresh our hearts and invigorate us 
in the ways of God. And the gr^ice that strengthens and com- 
forts, also purifies the soul more and more ; and the more holy we 
hecome, the more our comforts and strength will grow. By 
waiting upon God he promises to strengthen our hearts. Now 
we require strengthening and comforting grace — 

1 sty Against the attacks of infidelity and suggestions of unhelief. 

2dy Against the strong corruptions of our own hearts. 

3</, Against all outward temptations that surround us. 

1^^, We require strengthening and comforting grace against 
the attacks of infidelity and the suggestions of unhelief. 

When the apostle mentions some that had denied a capital point 
in Christianity, he adds immediately, '^ Nevertheless, the foim- 
dation of God standeth sure." Though the word of God is im- 
moveable as a rock, the scoffs of infidels, and our sinful, carnal 
reason have a great influence over weak and unstable minds. 
There are deep and high mysteries in Christianity which our rea- 
son cannot fathom, and it may ask, with Nicodemus, *' How caa 
these things be?" But if we believe nothing but what we can 
understand, we shall prove sceptics in philosophy as well as divi- 
nity. Reason tells us there is a God, and he existed from eter- 
nity. But can reason understand this. Nor can we xmderstand 
many things that exist in the material world. It is grace, then, 
that strengthens us to believe the deep doctrines of revelation. 
Our Lord tells us so when he say?, "Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this to thee, but 
my Father who is in heaven." And, as we require strength 
against the attacks of infidelity, we require it against the sug- 
gesting of unbelief. When we speak of unbelief, we generally 
mean the thoughts that disturb us respecting our own personal 
interest in the promises and the truth of their accomplishment, 
and we certainly require grace for this — for no man can believe 
except it be given him. Nevertheless, we are required to believe 
and to apply the promises to ourselves. If faith is the gift of God, 



THE GREAT AND PBECIOUS PROMISES. 57 

we ate to prize his gift highly — ask it fervently from him, and 
belieye him sincerely when he says, " Ask, and ye shall receive ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall he opened to you." 
And we are to wait at his footstool until we obtain our request. 

^ds Against the strong corruptions of our own hearts. Where 
is the man, whether converted or unconverted, but has strong 
sinftd propensities to struggle against ? 

The apostle Pieiul was a chaste, regular, well-behaving man, 
and he cries, ** wretched man that I am, who will deliver me 
from this body of death?" No doubt, struggles, prayers, and 
endeavours have their use, but we must acknowledge that nothing 
less than grace can subdue sin and change the nature and the 
heart. After all our endeavours we must come to the Saviour, 
and none but himself can cast out sin, and put spirit, and life, and 
comfort in our souls. 

3df Against all the outward temptations that surround us. 
Our hearts are like dry fuel, we may even add, like gunpowder, 
ready to take fire at every temptation that applies to our corrup- 
tion. And these temptations and snares are many and various. 
We are equally exposed to them from friends and enemies, from 
tmr secnhur concerns, and even from the duties of religion. We 
cannot suppose any state or any particular occasion that is not 
exposed to danger of one kind or other. A single word or a 
single glance may raise a flame which may cost many years and 
many prayers to quench and subdue. We see and hear with 
-perily we breathe an infected air, and we ought to carry an anti- 
dote about with us. People that must be among the sick ofben 
take something to prevent infection. Now, grace is what makes 
pur souls strong against the infection of sin. Grace guards all 
the avenues. Job made a covenant vnth his eyes, and the Psal- 
mist prays to turn away his eyes from beholding vanity. Now 
there is a promise of strengthening grace, for, according to our 
day, so shall our strength be. His grace shall be sufficient for 
us, not only against the invisible attacks of our spiritual enemies, 
but also against all outward temptations to sin. When people 
•are faithful to the grace they received, and honestly wish to be 
kept from sin, there is no doubt but the providence and the grace 
of Qod will take care of them. This is clear in the instaace& q€ 
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Joseph and David. Though the temptation of the former was 
strong, God took care of him because he trusted in him. David 
fell because, instead of praying against the temptation, he yielded^ 
and suffered himself to be overcome. There is a promise of gtaoe 
in the time of need ; but it is when one can plead the promise that 
we can call it our own. There are many promises of support and 
assistance in Scripture. When we find our need of one of them^ 
and plead it as suitable to our case, we have an interest in it, 
and it is not our own until we recdve it by faith. Are we 
attacked with inward unbelief and outward temptation to sin ? 
Let us believe the promise, ** Fear not, worm Jacob, thou ahalt 
tlirash the mountains." Our great High Priest knows the heart 
of such as are exposed to temptations. He was tempted himsdf, 
and he had a feeling for those who are tempted also. And if we 
honestly apply to him, and trust in him, he will give us gprace to 
assist in the time of need. 

(4.) There is a promise of persevering grace. It is Gk>d that 
begins the work, and it meets with opposition, not only from dfc 
human heart, but likewise from all the enemies of his glory, whe*> 
ther visible or invisible. 

There is a formidable conspiracy agunst the least grace in the 
heart of any saint. And if God had not resolved and promised 
to carry on the work it must surely fail-^^where he has begun it 
he will surely carry it on. Our Lord will not put it in the power 
of his enemies to scoff and say, ** This man began a spiritual build- 
ing and could not finish it." If there was not security in the 
promise for our perseverance, I do not believe that a single soul 
could be saved. And we might ask the greatest Christians upon 
earth what secured their standing* Is it the grace they possess, 
or the grace that is in Christ Jesus? There are some makes 
better use of grace than others; but in the nature of things, 
grace will make people faithful, vigilant, and honest. If people 
are not so, they may conclude they have not yet received grace. 

If people seemingly devout afterwards fell away, it does not 
affect the doctrine of perseverance in the least. If they went 
out from us they were not of us. H people turn cold, ajfid ne- 
glect means and ordinances, we may, without breach of charity, 
conclude they were not honest at first. There are three things 
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Stecure our perseverance — the nature of grace — ^the promise of 
-God — the prayers of his people. 

The nature of grace. — ^It is like every other principle, it grows. 
Ib it probable that an elegant scholar, who has made progress in 
'science, will give up his pursuit and plunge in ignorance and 
barbarity? Is it probable, or even possible, that the man who 
has been often feasted with the food of angels all his days, would 
again plunge in the ditch and wallow in the mire ? It is not. 

We may argue the perseverance of his people from the Divine 
promise. He that has begun the work will finish it, for he will 
never leave nor forsake us. The soul is immortal, and it must 
live for ever. Now, grace is a divine principle ; it has the Holy 
Bjnrit for its author. If a parent will provide for the wellbeing 
of his child, we may conclude that God will secure the life of 
grace. It is his image on the soul; he loves his own image, and 
it is the object of his care. It is true, Adam and the evil angels 
iost the Divine image; but the oases are widely diffiarent. They 
stood upon the strength of the grace bestowed upon them at 
thdr creation, and tliere was no promise to secure thdr perse- 
verance in holiness. Grace might die, and so might a human 
souly if God had so pleased. Scripture says they will live for 
ever, and the soul that has grace will Hve happy for ever. Our 
Lord says, ^Because I live, ye shall live also." 

We may infer the doctrine of perseverance from the prayers 
of his people. Where is that Christian who does not make it 
lus daily prayer to God to secure his perseverance in a state of 
grace? If he possesses such a treasure, he will be anxious to 
keep bis possession. He will put up many ardent petitions to 
God to keep him from falling. He will give up the keeping of 
his soul to God, through Christ, as to a faithful Creator. 
He knows whom he has believed, and that he will keep what he 
has delivered to him agidnst that day. If he has delivered his 
soul to God a thousand and a thousand times — ^if he has by faith 
repeatedly surrendered himself to his Redeemer, hoping to be 
saved by his blood and prepared for his heavenly kingdom — and 
i£ the promise and oath of Qod are security for such characters, 
we may safely conclude the perseverance of the people of God. 
But what if such persons commit sin and fall from, ihfiut ^n^\ 
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If they do so, the promise of God binds him to chasten them 
with rods — to hedge up their way — ^to bring them to the wilder- 
ness — ^to pursue them with awful providences or terrible tempta- 
tions till they renew their repentance, and come again, weary and 
heavy laden, to Christ. ' 

3. There is a promise of such a competent portion of the good 
things and comforts of life temporal, as the wisdom of God shall 
see meet for them. And these temporal good things are very 
precious, as they proceed from Divine love, flow from the pro- 
mises, and come to them through the precious channel of pray- 
ers. Our Lord himself, in the prayer he taught his disciplesi 
instructs them to pray for their daily bread. Temporal good 
things, when considered with the relation they have to spiritual 
things, are far from being small blessings. The Christian asks 
and receives them from God, and this makes them precious 
gifts. 

If I receive a present from a poor man, I value it for the good- 
will of the ^ver; but if I receive a present from the king, it 
would give me great pleasure, and the world would reckon me 
happy. What makes the whole world. Christians as well as Jews, 
have such a value, for the land of Canaan. It was because God 
gave it as a gift to the children of his friends, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. If a man is a Christian, he gets his temporal bless- 
ings from God — they are a part of what is promised in the co- 
venant, and they are consecrated by prayer. A piece of hard, 
dry, barley bread would be but poor food; but if that piece of 
bread is lefc steeping for a night in a vessel full of honey, it 
would be pleasant to the taste against next day. I was ac- 
quainted with a valuable woman that lived once in this parish. 
She was poor, but her poverty was sanctified. A young man 
came once into the house in which the old woman lived; she 
was eating a few potatoes, and had nothing with them. He ob- 
served that she had but poor food. She told him that she had 
kitchen with them which he did not see. When he wished to 
know what it was, she informed him it was Christ. Now, I can 
say with truth, that her few potatoes, without bread, or butter, 
or milk, were a most precious ^et. A graceless worldling, with 
twenty dbhes on his table^ never had such a feast. Let Christ 
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be my portion^ and sanctify my worldly substance, and then I 
need not envy the riches or the possessions of those who seek their 
portion only in this life, and whose names are written in the . 
earth. Worldly people may be surprised that Christians should 
ask temporal good things from God; and it is much to be la- 
mented that too many of his people^ by their practice, show that 
they deal too much in this doctrine. If they asked and received 
their temporal good things from God, through prayer, they 
would not be so distracted with worldly cares as they often are. 
We find, however, that his people in Scripture asked their tem- 
poral blessings from himself — ^that they cost them prayer, and 
were the fruits of prayer and promises. 

Biches, wives, and children, came to them through the chan- 
nel of prayer, and they often acted faith upon the Divine promises 
before they obtained them. The exaltation of Joseph, David, and 
Mordecai were temporal things; but when we consider the Divine 
interpositions, and astonishing providences, and the ardent prayers 
that were engaged in their exaltation, we are led to confess that 
they were things of great consequence. The temporal and ever- 
lasting salvation of the people of God was promoted by these 
great events. Marriage is a temporal thing. Isaac, the child of 
promise, got Rebecca from God by prayer — she proved a bless- 
ing to his family and a help to his soul. Ahab, the king of Is- 
rael, married Jezebel — she proved a curse to his family, and 
brought destruction upon his soul. Much depends upon tem- 
poral things, and they have a great connection with our everlast- 
ing state. 

Solomon, the wisest of men, says, Prov. iii. 6, *' In all thy 
way acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." There is 
not a temporal enjoyment but is promised in some part or other 
of the word ; and why are they promised, but that his people 
may plead them and make them the subject of faith and prayer ? 
When people cut and carve for themselves, they generally pay 
dear for following their own wisdom without consulting God. 
His people beg of him to choose their inheritance for them. 
He fixes their habitation, and makes a proper choice for them. 
He is providing a kingdom for them, and he will withhold 
nothing that is good for them during their minority. 
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II. The character of the children of promise — ^they are par* 
takers of the Divine nature. 

The promises of the gospel are let down to the earth to 
draw up our faith and love to heaven. Bv embracing the pro- 
mises we become holy. 

We never become partakers of holiness but in and through a 
promise. Now the children of the promise are partakers of the 
divine nature— 

1. By their union with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. By communion with God in prayer and ordinances. 

3. By embracing Christ anew in every promise they plead, 
whether temporal or spiritual. 

1. The children of the promise are partakers of the Divine 
nature by virtue of their union with Christ That glorious 
person is offered in the gospd. The gospel is made up of pro- 
mises. By receiving and welcoming the offer, we are united to 
Him. Now that union is explained in Scripture by three strong 
similitudes. The union of man and wife — of the vine and 
branches — of the head and body. We are united to the man 
Christ Jesus, and in and through him to God. He dwells in 
his people by his Spirit and by the virtues and graces of the 
Christian life. Now, this union is as sure and real as the union 
of the two natures in himself — ^the human and the Divine. We 
cannot explain this union between Christ and his people, by 
which they become holy, though we know it really exists. This 
union makes us like to God as the wax is like the seal. They 
become one. They have one nature and holiness. They recdve 
grace, and that grace proceeds from Christ. They have one 
interest. The husband and wife havo one interest; whatever 
promotes the one, advances also the other. If the one is exalt- 
ed, it reflects honour upon the other. The advancement of the 
Redeemer's kingdom is the joy, and, in fact, the advancement of 
every individual that belongs to him. They are not complete, 
till the whole are brought in. And they have,| in consequence 
of this, one will. " Thy will be done," is the prayer of every one 
of them. As far as we pursue the will of God, and no further, 
are we real Christians? The great design of every dispensation 
is to make us acquiesce in, and submit to, the will of God.* 
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What belongs to Christ in us, will submit to the will of God ; 
what 18 in us of sin, will rebel. And wh^i we are entirely 
brought to bis will, we shall be introduced to that kingdom 
where all the subjects do the will of the king. 

SL They are. partakers of the Divine nature by communion 
wiUi God in prayer and ordinances. God speaks to his people 
in his word, and they speak to him by faith and prayer. It 
was the word that gave them a new nature at first, and it is the 
same word that increases and cherishes this new nature in 
them. In all their wants, they are encouraged by promises. 
By believing promises, they honour God and promote their own 
oosifort, and it is in this way that this communion is kept up. 
It is through a promise they receive Christ. This is the swad-* 
dling cloth in which the heavenly babe is always found ; and when 
we recdive him, there is always joy in such an act of faith. Old 
Simeon rejoiced when he had him in his arms ; and it is only 
when we have him in our own arms that we can rejoice and have 
communion with God. Before Simeon had him in his armd, 
he often embraced him in his faith. He believed the promise, 
the great promise that contuned him, and which, like the river 
c£ paradise, was branched into other promises. And he is still 
in the promise ; and when we embrace the promise, we receive 
Christ : and this is the way in which communion with God is 
begun and kept up. Prayer and ordinances are the channel 
through which we receive Divine promises, and Divine promises 
purify the heart and make us rejoice in God! Now, when the 
Spirit of God enables us to believe the promises, they become 
our own, we have an interest in them, and they rejoice our 
hearts. 

3. By embracing Christ anew in every promise they plead, 
whether temporal or spiritual. The covenant of grace is a 
wonderful covenant. It contains every thing we can wish or 
want. We have great duties to perform, and gi*eat wants to 
supply, and we have no strength for either. We are commanded 
to believe and to repent : by experience we find we cannot per- 
form these duties. What will we do then ? He promises a new 
heart — ^Ezek. xxzvi. 25, 26. '^He is exalted a prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance and remission of sins" — ^Acts, y. 31 ; 
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and he says expressly, ** Ask, and ye shall receive" — ^Matt. vii. 7 ; 
and again, ** I will he enquired of hy the house of Israel to do it 
for them " — ^Ezek. xxxvi. 7. There is no duty required without a 
correspondent promise. We have also great wants to get sup- 
plied. Are we tossed with great unbelief hecause we are great 
sinners, and afraid to come lest we should not be welcome? 
Himself says, " He that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out." Are our sins deep ? He says, ^' They shall be white like 
snow." Are we afraid to meddle with the promise, because we 
did not perform the condition, and do not find such and such 
qualifications ? We are commanded to look to him that we may 
be saved. By receiving him we find qualifications, for all the 
promises are yea and amen in him to the glory of God. If we 
have great trials, he promises to support us ; and if we are in 
such a state that we can see no promise that can belong us, let 
us plead the g^eat promise that he came to the world to save 
sinners. And if we do not see our spiritual needs, he is a great 
physician of souls, and can cure all diseases. Now, when we 
plead a promise, we are to receive Christ, and by believing a 
promise, it is our own — this will purify our hearts and fill them 
with joy and gratitude. If we go as poor beggars to the 
Saviour, and are content to live upon his bounty, this is the 
sure way to be rich, happy, and wise. Let us seek Christ in 
the promise. 

ni. The effect of embracing the promise — they escape the 
pollution that is in the world through lust. 

Before the prodigal returned to his father's house, he longed 
for tne husks the swine did eat ; but after he was re-admitted to 
his father's table, he did not envy them any longer. 

The cause why people have such a relish for the pleasures of 
the i^'orld is, that they do not taste the sweetness of the promises. 
Moses had it in his power to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter, and enjoy the benefit of such adoption. He might 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, but he saw more in t^e 
promises made to the people of God. Abraham, at the call of 
God, left the land of his nativity, and came to the land of Canaan 
to sojourn there. He received it in a promise as a type of 
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lieaven. He did not seek his ultimate happiness in the land of 
Canaan, for he looked for a city which has foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God. Now, what kept such holy men from 
phingiBg in all the inregularities they saw in the world around 
them ? It arose from this, that they embraced the promises as 
their portion, and believed firmly in that future state of happiness 
which is reserved for the people of God. The world around 
them might look upon them as a set of well-meaning enthusiasts 
—the purity of their conduct and the holiness of their lives they 
could not call in question ; but they would consider their happi- 
ness as rather visionary when they spoke of a kingdom and 
country to be enjoyed after death. They would consider 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, as a person who had a reli- 
gious craze, when he made himself believe that an old woman 
who was long past child-bearing, would have a child, and the 
children to spring from this son were to inherit Canaan. His 
view of a future state, in their opinion, might be as ideal as the 
notion of his children by Sarah then possessing all the country 
from, the Mediterranean to the river Euphrates. Their principle 
was, "Let us eat and drink> for to-morrow we die ;" and they acted 
accordingly. If people who have the benefit of revelation live 
like brutes, is it a surprise that blind heathens should abandon 
themselves to all sorts of debauchery ? And what hinders the 
pec^le of God from following the example of infidel Christians ? 
They believe the promises, and by this escape the pollution of 
lust. The victory that overcomes the world is their faith ; it 
shows them the glory of heaven, the grace and power of Christ, 
and the danger of yielding to the foe. 

From the doctrine we have heard arise the following prao« 
tical inferences : 

1. That though the promises belong to the people of God, 
and no other at the time can receive comfort from them, yet 
others «re not excluded from believing and embracing them; 
and tills answers an objection that may arise in the heart of 
some of my hearers. You say that though t^e are great 
and precious, they do not belong to you, and you caonot plead 
because you have no grace, no fiuth. Permit me to ask you, 
MTho told you that a man without grace had no right to belLen^ 

s 
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embrace, or plead a promise ? Hear the Saviour himself, Isa. 
zly. 22, << Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth," 
Had all the ends of the earth grace or faith ? The apostle Peter 
tells the murderers of Christ, Acts ii. 38, 39, '^ That the promise 
was to them and their children, and to all that were afar off, as 
many as the Lord our God shall call." Now the call is to you ; 
you say you are far off, and have no right to the promises. The 
apostle tells us, £ph. ii. 17, *' That Christ preadied peace to them 
that were far off." Believe the promises and you will be brought 
nigh. Are there no great and precious promises made to sinners ? 
If you read Isa. xlix. 8, 9, you will find great promises to the 
Saviour about sinners. Are you then in prison or in darkness ? 
plead the promise. He came to seek and to save lost sinners, 
and his commandment to you is to believe. And what is faith 
but embracing and pleading a promise ? Come as a sinner to 
Christ, and in him you shall find all the promises yea and amen. 

2. Again, If we actually have, or earnestly wish to have an 
interest in the promises, their genuine effect is to produce holi- 
ness. And if this is true, we may conclude that those who live 
in sin are yet strangers to the gospel. When our Saviour was 
upon earth his very touch, nay, his bare word, cured those who 
applied to him. When the blind and the lame showed the 
world that they could walk and see, this was proof enough that 
they applied to Christ for a cure. If the man who was once a 
sinner adorns the gospel by a good life and conversation, we may 
g^ve him credit when he tells us that Christ cured his soul. The 
tree is known by its fndts, and purity is the genuine production 
of faith. Faith receives Christ, and if we receive him he en- 
graves his image upon our soul ; and when we receive Christ we 
receive all the promises with him. Some of the people of God 
may follow Christ in the dark. They attempt to believe and find 
the work difficult. But though they should be in bondage all 
their days through slavish fear, they are safe. Follow them to 
their retirements — they endeavour to believe and love Christ. 
Follow them to their secular concerns — they recommend him to 
others. They endeavour to believe and embrace the promises — 
they find they cannot — ^they cannot go further. They therefore 
^ye the work in the hand of God ; and, though they are with- 
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out comfort, the everlasting arms are under them, and will secure 
their happiness. The Israelites at the Red Sea left the work to 
Oody and soon after did join in singing the song of Moses and 
Miriam. If we love the promises, our lives will he like the 
gospel, 

3. Lastly f We may see here the advantages that accrue to us 
by embracing the promises. And in ihe first place^ by believing 
the promises we secure our everlasting happiness. Those who 
now are admitted to the joys of paradise (Heb. vi. 12) are said 
to inherit the promises. Canaan was promised to the Israelites, 
and they possessed the promises made to their fathers when they 
enjoyed that pleasant country. 

Promises may be compared to charters and to bank-notes. 
When a man receives Christ in the gospel promises, he has a 
charter for heaven. By embracing other promises, whether 
spiritual or temporal, we increase our heavenly riches, and we 
have this additional blessing and comfort, besides that we have 
a reading of our charter, and this strengthens us more and more. 
The more money we lay up in the royal bank of heaven, and the 
more promises we plead and believe, the greater is our stock. 
Earthly banks pay only sunple interest ; but though the Saviour 
sometimes delay his payment, he is sure to give compound 
interest at last. 

2d, Another advantage arising from this trade of dealing in 
the promises is, that many of our prayers and Divine promises 
which we thought were lost, dead, and buried, shall give us great 
joy in the accomplishment. 

There are some merchants whose trade is so extensive that 
profit is poured in upon them by every wind that blows, or is 
mentioned in the compass. Such, however, often sustain losses ; 
and many of their vessels suffer shipwreck. Not so the Chris- 
tian — ^his prayers are remembered, his tears are in God's bottle^ 
and his onp of cold water shall be amply rewarded. His works 
of faith and labours of love shall be all registered, and meet him 
with comfort. The promising God will be a performing God. 
If there is delay in accomplishing a promise, the Christian fares 
as Mordecai did — ^it shall be accomplished suddenly and unexpect- 
edly. When God looks in hb book he finds such a man ^leadisi^ 
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such a promise ; and, waiting upon him and doing his daty, the 
answer will he precious and astonishing. 

3<^ To conclude, the more we beliere the bare word of 
God's promise, the more we honour him and promote his glory. 
We know the story of the philosopher to whom Alexander ga?e 
an order to draw upon his treasurer. He drew a gpreat sum. 
When the first of the present reigning family got a right to the 
crown of Great Britain, he gave promises and notes to several 
persons that applied for posts. One man applied, and was offered 
a note. He told his Majesty his royal word was enough. This 
pleased the king so much that he said he would get his suit who- 
ever would be disappointed. Let us then make it the business 
of our lives to Uve upon the promises, and follow the example of 
those who now inherit them. Prayer and promises feed faith, 
and £aiith supports the Christian life. God bless bis word! 
Amen. 
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TEIBULATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OP GOD. 

** And he said unto me, These are they which came out of great tribula- 
tion, and haye washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
■err e him day and night in his temple : and he that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, nei- 
ther thirst any more ; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters : and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes^^-^REVELATiON yiL 14^ 15, 
16, 17. 

Tms book of Revelation is a prophecy of the things which were 
to happen the Chrarcb till the end of the world. And though 
the prophecies are dark and mystical, and cannot fully be ex* 
pluned in their utmost latitude, until \he providence of God 
unfold their meaning, yet, notwithstanding, we can gather this 
much from them upon a bare reading, without orer-much stud^i 
that, after a dark night of ti^ouble, the Ghurofa is t6 enjoy verj 
clear days of the gospel. 

The Antichrist in the East shall be destroyed, and the Jews, 
those princes of the East^ shall return to their own land. The 
angels which are bound in the river Euphrates are said to be 
prepared for an hour, a day, a month, and a year. The waters of 
that great river shall be dried up. Whatever be the import of 
this, it would appear that the Antichrist in the West shall fall 
much about the same time with the Antichrist in the East. As 
the two antichrists began, it is probable they will end alike. And 
when this great revolution will take place, the Church will enjoy 
^e gospel ordinances in their purity. 
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We see there is a blessing promised to those who read, hear, 
and obey the words of this prophecy — a proof that the Church 
can understand the general import of what it contains. Indeed, 
we who live in this last age have one advantage, that if we 
examine the history of the Christian Church, it is a commentary 
upon this book of Revelation. And when the providence of God 
shall develop his decrees, we shall clearly see what is the import 
of the whole book. 

In the words just now read, we have an account of the suffer* 
ings of the people of God, and the state of happiness to which 
they will be introduced at last. In speaking further upon these 
words — 

I. I shall mention some of the tribulations through which the 
people of God must pass before they enter into a state of rest and 
happiness. 

n. The procuring cause and the means by which they are 
prepared for thb blessed state. 

m. The happiness or blessed state of the saints after death. 

rV. A word of improvement. 

I. I shall mention some of the tribulations through which the 
people of God must pass before they enter into a state of rest 
and happiness. As we^are all sinners by the fall of Adam and 
our own apostasy, we must return to God by repentance ; and 
this cannot happen without sufferings of one kind or another. 
It is a painful thing to go under the physician's knife, however 
tender his heart or his feelings may be ; sometimes, however, it 
may happen that our health and preservation of our life may 
require this punful operation. Our spiritual Physician has a 
tender heart and a soft hand. Our diseases require, however, 
some sharp medicines to wean our affection from this transitory 
scene of things. If we were always in ease, we would make this 
our rest and our home. When we are in affliction we look up 
to heaven. Affliction teaches us to pray. When the Saviour was 
upon earth, who followed him? The poor, the miserable^ the 
blind, the lame, the distressed, the sick. The Saviour, in this 
respect, is like David. He becomes a captun over those that are 
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in distress, those that are in debt, and those that are discontented, 
and come unto him for relief. Now, all the people of God come 
through great tribulation, and tribulation is made the happy 
means of bringing their souls to Christ. St John, it is very pro- 
bable, had in his view in a particular manner the martyrs who 
suffered for Christ, but his words may be justly applied to all his 
followers. The tribulations through which they pass are — 

1. Distress of mind arising from a sense of guilt — a convic- 
tion of sin — a view of our transgressions in thought, word, and 
deed — ^will naturally produce fear and distress. Guilt is the 
parent of unbelief, unbelief creates fear, and fear hath torment. 
Though this fear and unbelief, properly speaking, is no part of 
repentance, yet it very often accompanies it, as we see smoke 
where there is fire. When a wound is dressed, and the rotten 
flesh is cut off by the surgeon's instrument, this cannot be with- 
out pain ; but this pain is not the cure, though it accompanies it. 
Medicines often make the patient sick, and this is a symptom of 
their efficacy. However, we may say of repentance, this sickness 
is not unto death but'for the glory of God and the good of the 
patient. When the Spirit of God gives a view of sin, this view 
will naturally produce terror, but that terror originally arises 
from sin. If a man should fall asleep upon the brink of a pre- 
cipice, and his friend comes and awakens him, and gives him a 
view of his situation, and shows him that he was within a few 
feet of falling from the rock and being dashed in pieces, the terror 
that arises in him is not the fault of his friend — ^it must be im- 
puted to his own misconduct. 

The pain, the anxiety, the misery we feel, is often a natural 
concomitant of true repentance^ and it prepares our souls for 
Christ and for the consolations of his gospel. Something of this 
all the people of God are acquainted with at one time or other. 
Great sinners feel them in a great degree, and the most virtuous 
diaracters are not strangers to them. And what is still more 
astonishing in the economy of grace is, that some of those whom . 
the world call virtuous characters, suffer more terrors before they 
come to Christ than very gross sinners. The cause, probably^ 
may be this : the gospel call is directed to all to come as miser- 
able tinners and forlorn beggars to Christ, and that they shall 
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be welcome. The great sinners see nothing in theroselTes that 
can recommend them — they are therefore sooner humbled; where- 
as the self-righteous are worse to convince of their need of a 
Savioor, and thus pride stands between them and the comforts 
of the gospel. From all these terrors the people of God are set 
free at death. 

2. Another source of tribulation is temptations to sin of vari- 
ous kinds. 

The Saviour, though pure and undefiled, was tempted to sin, 
and for forty days together was exposed to the most violent on- 
sets of the wicked one. In his holy human nature^ there was 
no fuel for the temptation; but the tempter has many and vari- 
ous advantages over us. We have a body of sin, and he has 
plenty of matter to work upon. Our body is a clog to our soul. 
We oftentimes find it dull and heavy; we feel a great depression 
of the animal spirits, and, what is worse, the constitutional sin 
makes the most furious struggle when the body is in disorder. 
The enemy takes the advantage of this, and then greatly f^es 
his temptations. He loves to fish in troubled waters. And the 
people of God are more or less troubled with a body of death. 
And when they find the motions of sin vei'y strong within them, 
comforts suspended, and the Spirit withdrawn, they are apt to 
form desperate conclusions. This is the language of their expe- 
rience, *' Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? hath he in anger 
shut up his mercy?'' Zion hath said,^*' The Lord hath forsaken 
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." They find no love to God, 
and therefore foolishly think that he has no love to them ; they find 
sin strong, and no relish for prayer or freedom in duty. This 
distresses them, because they think that God has forsaken and 
given up to strive with them. These distressing thoughts many 
of the people of God are acquainted with; and they arise partly 
from their inward corruptions^ partly from the state of their 
bodies, and partly from ^eir ignorance of God's dealing with 
his people. They sometimes think that the man of religion 
should be always full of joy, and get the complete mastery over 
his passions and appetites, and that a feeling of sin is inconsistent 
with any thing that is good. But this is supposing earth to be 
heaven, and ^at w^ ought to triumph before we fight our 
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battles. This is a state of warfare; and though we shall con- 
quer at lasty we cannot expect to escape without wounds. The 
struggle between flesh and spirit, between faith and unbe- 
lief, must be Tery painful. A person feels pain who has been 
long praying and gets no answer, who has been long struggling 
and gets no victory, who has been long waiting and gets no de- 
liverance. And what adds to their distress is, that they know it 
is their duty to recommend religion to others: when they do not 
find comfort in their souls, they find this very difficult. They 
are called upon, likewise, to rebuke sin. It is a distress to them 
to do this, when they find it strong in themselves, and conscience 
tells them so. From this struggle they are likewise set free at 
death. 

3* Another tribulation is the trials of life. There is no state 
without them. If the beggar feels the distress of poverty, let the 
question be asked at the rich, and they will confess that they 
possess only a splendid kind of misery. 

The hi^piness of life has a load of misery; nor are the people 
of God ezompted from them — ^they have often a double share of 
them. Let us go where we will, we always hear complaints of 
some kind. Indeed, the half of our ifMe conversation is very 
often complaint. Some complain of sickness; some complain of 
death; some complain of their friends; and others complain of 
their enemies. One man has a bad neighbour, another has a bad 
wife^ and a third has an unruly family. It is a mortifying spe- 
culation to a good-natured man that is obliged to be in several 
companies, that by far more than two-thirds of their discourse is 
nothing else than backbiting their own species^ We may pur- 
sue this speculation further. Let any person take up one of the 
public papers in his hand, and he will find that the most of 
the news is a history of the miseries of the human race, 
and this very often in the time of peace as well as in time of 
war. The most part of all history is an account of human 
misery or fear. All outward trouble may be reduced to these 
three: bodily pain, poverty, loss of friends, and disappointed 
hopes. 

First, Bodily pain. — This is the greatest natural evil that can 
befall us. And who is not subject to it ? One half hour of it will 
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make us have no relish for any enjoyment under the sun. 
What pleasure can the richest man upon earth have, when he 
feels an acute pain of the gout, though he should lie upon a hed 
of down, though the most exquisite dishes were presented to 
him, and though he should he charmed with the sweetest music? 
Pain will take away the sense of pleasure, and nothing can 
satisfy him till it b removed. Poverty is a distressing load. 
And as for the death of friends^ it is hut losing a past of our- 
selves. It is sometimes like cutting off a right hand or plucking 
out a right eye. Disappointed hopes are very distressing. We 
expect again, such or such a time, to see our friends and be 
happy with them — ^the next news we hear is their death. We 
expect such or such a scheme will answer — ^we are informed 
that it b disconcerted, and our hopes from it are dashed to 
pieces : so true is the expression, ** They build too low who build 
beneath the skies." 

Happiness is not here. There b no rose without a thorn, 
except the rose of Sharon. Any little happiness we taste in this 
life^ is mixed with misery. When we go to the creature for 
happiness, it disappoints us. The language of our hearts is, 
*' O that I had such a blessing." When the blessing b granted, 
we find that it b either very unsubstantial, or very short-lived. 
And the more our hearts are knit with affection to any earthly 
thing, the stroke b severer when we must part — and part we 
must, for nothing will last always but God. And the triab of 
thb life, which are common to good and bad, must be borne by 
all. In some cases, the feelings of the people of God are more 
exqubite than those of others. If a precious creature is taken 
from one of them, he is more sensible of the loss, because he 
knew the value of such a jewel. If a wicked person b carried 
off in hb sins, they have more awful apprehensions than 
others. 

If a good man is sick and is deprived of comfort at the same 
time^ hb distress may be greater than that of a wicked man.. 
We are all born to trouble ; and the people of God, so far from 
being exempted, have their large share of them. When others 
have ordinary troubles, they have their great tribulations; but 
ihej fihall come out of them. 
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4. The last tribulatioii I shall mention is persecution on 
account of religion. 

The apostle Paul assures us, that all that will Uve godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. There seems to be a 
necessary connection between godliness and persecution. There 
is an enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of 
the serpent. In the words of the text, persecution appears to 
be one of the great tribulations through which they pass. 
They all suffer persecution in some shape or other. The 
apostle takes notice of cruel mockings. The greatest philosopher 
is not proof against bitter taunts and the severe shifts of ridi- 
cule. We know human nature. A brave man, who in the day of 
battle will go up to the mouth of a great gun, feels himself cut 
to the quick if he hears that a drunkard laughed him to scorn 
over his bowl, or ridiculed him for some natural defect which 
he could not help. Ridicule of any kind is severe, but ridicule 
for religion is still more severe. And if truth cannot find any 
subject for ridicule in his conduct or in his person, falsehood 
will never be at a loss to do both. There is a common species 
of persecution to which godly clergymen and private Christians 
are liable, that if people cannot find any thing to say against 
them, they call them weak men. If a private Christian wor- 
ships God in his family, and leads a sober, honest, inoffensive 
life, he is a weak poor creature, but they believe he is honest and 
means well, though a perfect bigot. If a clergyman preaches 
the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, this is enough to ^ his 
character for a weak man ; whereas, if another man should be 
such a blockhead as that he cannot divide his text into proper 
heads, he is scarcely taken notice of as a weak man, especially 
if he can play a hand at cards and take his share of the other 
bottle. But what is sure to excite the spirit of persecution is 
to appear against sin. If Christians carry the spirit of religion 
as far as it will go, thej^must rebuke sin. If the sinner is 
rebuked, he becomes an enemy. And when he becomes an 
enemy he will at last traduce and vilify the Christian for wish* 
ing well to his soul. Let no man suppose that the spirit of 
persecution is dead. The world is still the enemy of Christ ; 
and the Christian world, as sure and perhaps as much a& ^x^^t. 
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the Pagan world Waa, is against him. It is not the spirit of 
persecution that b dead, it is only the qiirit of Christianity. 
There are many enloginms vapoa the present age for their liberal 
sentiments, in that none are persecuted fbr their religious 
opinions. But it may be asked. What will they persecute? 
Will they persecute pec^le like themselves? Are not religious 
people just as worldly^ as foolish, some as social as your carnal 
people? Will not a religious man in our days drink as many 
glasses, and talk as much idle discourse upon the Lord's day, as 
other people ? Do rel^ous people carry the spirit of religion 
into Uieir dealings? Are they as religious over a glass as 
when hearing sermon ? Are they as religious when buying or 
selling as when they are saying their prayers ? Does the purity 
of their lives correspond with the purity of their expressions ? 
If not, Why should people persecute them? Time was when 
the Church was terrible like an army with banners. People 
were afridd of religious characters. They lived up to their 
professions. And if all the religious people did so in our days, 
they would find to th^ cost that persecution is not yet dead. 
The few that are truly religious suffer persecution, but they are 
so very scarce and so very obscure, that the world do not think 
it worth their while to take great notice of them. And their 
hands are weakened when they find that people who have the 
name of being good meu, are so dastardly that they are afraid 
to rebuke sin. Such a great man would be angry at them, and 
would not invite them to his table. Another great man pro- 
mised his interest to his son or nephew—- if the Christian rebukes 
him, he will not do for them. 

When this is the spirit of our day, what should bring persecu- 
tion upon us ? The Christian that rebukes sin is a hot-headed 
enthusiast; the man who shuts his eyes and winks ait sin is a 
worthy, good man, he is none of yomr narrow bigots who send 
•very body to perdition but themselv^. It is said there is no 
persecution.r We can prove the reverse when the spirit of Chris- 
tianity shows itself. People are said to be very liberal in thdr 
pretensions; but if those liberal-minded people are told the dan- 
ger of t)}ose sins which they live in^ will they bear it paU^itly? 
The/ will not. They immediately persecute. If a Christian, by 
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doing his duty, thwarts any of their favourite pursuits, what will 
be the oonsequence ? That he shall feel their resentment. And 
if the spirit of Christianity were general in the professors of 
Ohristifuiity, persecution would revive again. A lion or a tiger 
may be tame enough till he gets something to provoke his rage. 
But the people of God, at death, are made free from all their 
troubles and persecutions ; they shall &ateT into rest, and into the 
joy of their Lord ; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. 

n. The second thing proposed was to mention the procuring 
cause of, and the means by which they are prepared for, this 
blessed state. 

They are sud to have washed thdr robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. The death of Christ is the 
proouring cause of their salvation. The ohiefest of saints, 
the very martyrs, are not said to have washed their robes 
in thdr own blood. Nothing but the blood of the Saviour 
can wash away the stain of sin out of the soul, or" sanctify 
the life and conv^sation. And this appears Arom the following 
reasons : — 

I, The Scripture positively assures us that the blood of bulls 
and goats could not take away sin, nor could sacrifices and offer- 
ings make the people that offered them perfect as to rdieving 
the conscience. Though they should give their first-born for 
their transgression, and the fruit of their body for the sin of their 
fioul, it would not do. tlnoonvUiced sinners talk a great deal 
about what God could do, and if he chose himself he might par- 
don sm without the atonement of Christ. But we might ask 
them who told them this. We know there are many tlungs 
which God cannot dou He cannot tell a Ue ; he cannot do a 
wrong thing ; . he cannot offer an insult to one pf his own es- 
sential attributes ; he cannot countenance disorder and confusion. 
If God was to pardon sin by an absolute act of his absolute al^ 
mighty powexv as these heathens pretend, how w<;>uld he show 
hb hatred to sin? Though lus mercy would be glorified, what 
would come of his justice^ holiness, and truth? fiut in the 
death and sufferings of Christy he punishes sin and piM^dgns th^ 
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sinner in a manner consistent with all his attributes ; his per- 
fections are glorified ; and all eternity will ring with the praises 
of his free illustrious grace. 

2. Repentance of itself could not wash our souls or procure 
our pardon]; and this appears from Scripture and experience. 
Scripture positively assures us that Judas repented, and restored 
the silver; but as he made no believing application to the blood of 
Christ, he died in despair, and all his sins about him. We read 
of several heathens who had terrors of conscience; but nothing 
could give them comfort, as they were strangers to the method 
and way of salvation. But what is more to the purpose, let the 
question be asked at all good Christians, and they will acknow- 
ledge that repentance alone will not purify the soul, that terror 
of conscience will only drive to despair, and that nothing will 
soften them till they apply to the blood of sprinkling. It is the 
sufferings of Christ that makes our repentance acceptable to God. 
Without this, repentance would make us to despur ; and repen- 
tance is only serviceable when it has recourse to the blood of the 
Saviour. There may be terror of conscience^ the first part of 
repentance, but there cannot be a softening upon the heart till 
we look to Him whom we have pierced with our sins. 

3. As this blood b the procuring cause of our happiness, faith 
is the blessed mean appointed by God for applying thb blood to 
our souls. Faith is the bunch of hyssop that takes this blood 
and applies it to our consciences ; and when we do so, the natural 
consequence of such an application is peace in the conscience, and 
purity in the mind, and obedience in the life. Such a faith 
purifies the heart, worketh by love, and overcometh the world. It 
purifies the affections and setteth them upon the things that are 
above. It sanctifies the life and conversation, and by a holy 
course of actions it prepares the soul for heaven. It is the service 
of holiness, and holiness qualifies us for happiness. It gives us a 
relish for the pure, sublime, and spiritual pleasures which are at 
<jU)d's right hand for ever and ever. There is a natural connec- 
tion between holiness and happiness. Faith does this as it unites 
tis to the Saviour and applies his precious blood to our souls. 
He that believeth hath the witness in himself. Faith draws fresh 
supplies out of Christ, and the oftener we apply to him the more 
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holy onr souls are ; and when we are made perfect in holiness we 
shall then be admitted to heaven. 

m. The third thing proposed was the happy place of the 
saints after death. 

Of this state the Scripture informs us that '^ eye hath not seen, 
ear hath not heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive the things which God hath prepared for those who 
love him." And though God has condescended to adapt himself 
to our weak faculties by giving us the most exalted description 
of the glories of that blessed^place, by similes borrowed from the 
most pleasant and most useful things the lower creation can 
afford, we can reason about them but darkly. Our reasoning is 
like the idea which a child, bred in a cottage, would form of a 
royal palace if it were described to him. But, while we follow 
Scripture for our guide^ it refreshes our imagination to meditate 
upon the glories of those bright mansions which our Redeemer 
has gone to prepare for us, called in Scripture *' the inheritance 
of the saints in light." It is a pleasure .to think of the happiness 
which we shall enjoy in that blessed place, where we shall walk 
with God high in salvation and the climes of bliss. This pleasure 
not only refreshes the mind, but likewise purifies the heart, and 
has a tendency to qualify us for the bright scenes upon which we 
meditate. A meditation upon heaven will naturally make us 
wish to enjoy it, and, while we wish to enjoy it, we shall care- 
fully endeavour to prepare ourselves for such a state of joy and 
happiness. From the words of the text, we find that the happi- 
ness of the saints consists in the following things: — 

1. They enjoy the presence of God, and serve him for ever and 
ever, 

2. They are made free from all trouble and want. 

3. They possess every kind of pleasure and of delight. 

(1.) They enjoy the presence of God, and serve him for ever 
and ever. While we dwell in these tabernacles of clay, we see 
our Creator as it were through a glass darkly ; but then we shall 
see him face to face. We see him through his works, and climb 
as it were from the creature to the glorious Creator. We see 
him still more elearly in his word when he pleases to enlighten 
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oar dark minds; Imt eren this view of him is fiunt in con^iariflon 
of that of the saints in light. Thej see him as he is. Tins is 
what we call the headfic vision. Although Qod Almighty is pre- 
sent ererj where, jet how insensible we are of his presence very 
often ! We go forward, but we do not find him — baidEward, but 
we do not see him ; so that the language of our eqierience is, ** 
that I knew where to find him''— <* Verily, thou art a God that 
hidest thysdf, O Qod of Israd, the Sayiour.'' Bis people often 
complain ci an absent God. This happens when they do not 
enjoy the comfort of hts presence in their souls. Like a doud 
intercepting the light ci the sun, either g^t upon the oonsdenoe^ 
or some evil propensity in the will and affections, often dq>rive us 
of the comfortable presence of God while we are here. But for 
sin the mind would be always so clear as that we would 
see Ckxl. And when the mind shall be made free from sin, we 
shall be as sendble of the comfortable presence of God as we can 
now be of the presence of any thing that strikes our senses. 
Saints and angels see God in heaven with the eye of the mind, 
as we see the sun that enlightens this lower creation. Thej 
behold him with a rapture of joy ; and thdr faculties are made so 
strong that they can endure the sight. Our faculties are so 
weak that we cannot see God and live. The sight would break 
these clay vessels in pieces. And as we shall enjoy the presence 
of God, it shall fill our hearts with gladness. ^ In thy presence^" 
says the Psalmist, ^ is fulness of joy, and at thy right hand are 
pleasures for evermore." They can call all these pleasures Uieir 
own. The smallest creature that enjoys the Kght of the sun can 
call the light his own. And as they enjoy his presence^ they 
serve him in his temple for ever and ever. 

If they can say, even in the lower temple, that a day in his 
courts is better than a thousand, what transport of joy and tri- 
umph do they possess in the h^her house I They never weary 
day or night. There is not a material temple there, for God 
himself is their temple, and the Lord Jesus Christ is the sun that 
enlightens that happy place. And if a few minutes of the plea>^ 
sures of religion at solemn occasions make us forget every thing, 
whatever we saw ; and if these joys are so ravishing that the time 
seems short while they continue with us, what are the pleasures 
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trhich we s&all be drinking in for erer and ever ? And as the]f! 
iee him constantly, they cannot but We and admire him. We 
admire any thing that we think has any real or imaginary per* 
fection. In Grod there is every possible perfection. ^* Honour and 
migesty are b^ore him ; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.'' 
What are honour, majesty, beauty, or strength, but emanations 
from him? And if tibese dazzle our eyes and attract our admi- 
ration, what views do the blessed get of increased beauty, un- 
booncted power, imlimited goodness, unerring wisdom, imperish- 
able grace, and inconceivable glory ! The more they see, the 
more they search, the more they admire, and the more they adore. 
Upon, every new view they get, they fall down before him and 
ascribe honour, glory, and power to Him thac sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. 

(2.)tAndas his people serve God constantly in heaven, it is proba- 
ble they may have more solemn and stated times of worship than 
othera And as knowledge is essential to our intellectual happi- 
' neas and improvement, it is likely that some of those who have 
made greater advances in the knowledge of the works of €k>d, 
and of his attributes, may be appointed to instruct others. And 
in proper time^ as they increase in knowledge, they shall increase 
in happiness. 

Their knowledge, and consequently their happiness, will im- 
prove gradually. It is not likely that a private Christian, who 
is admitted to the joys of heaven, should all at once acquire as 
much knowledge of the works or ways of Gk>d as Moses and 
Elijah, Abraham and Enoch, or any of the saints who have been 
increasing in knowledge and happiness for some thousands of 
years. They shall be made acquainted gradually with the wisdom 
of Qod which he shows in his word. All the dark steps of provi- 
dence shall then be made clear. It shall then be made appear 
why such and such events were permitted to take place. We 
shaJl then admire what now appears as a riddle to us. The babe in 
Christ shall then comprehend what now puzzles the acutest 
philosopher. We shall understand what are the causes that pro- 
duced such and such effects. The rise and fall of kingdoms 
and empires, the darkest labyrinth of state intrigues, as well as the 
most secret histories of individuals who were instrum^^itAl vcs. 



82 SERMON vr, 

carrying on the most amazing revolutions, shall then be laid 
open to view. The goodness h^ well as the justice of Qod shall 
be seen in permitting the most atrocious act to be accomplished 
by the vilest and most wicked of mankind. 

If the wisdom of man is seen in a curious piece of mechanism, 
the manifold wisdom of Gt>d shall be seen, not only in the sdar 
system, but through the whole of his works ; and as nothing 
was created in vain, it shall then be understood why such and 
such things were created, and for what useful purposes they 
were designed. And as the universe is a glorious fabric, the 
parts of which depend upon one another, we shall be gradually 
made to understand them. The wonders of creation and pro- 
vidence shall be a never-failing scene of knowledge and admira- 
tion to believers. And as this shall form a part of their delight- 
ful employment, their gratitude and love shall break forth upon 
every new discovery, in songs of praise and thanksgiving. 

And as creation shall furnish them with songs of praise, 
we have cause to believe that redemption shall employ th&r 
Hosannas and Hallelujahs for ever and ever. This is a subject 
the angels have a desire to pry into. And if the works of 
creation shall always afford some new cause of wonder and 
delight, we may believe that we shall always make new discoveries 
of the manifold wisdom and grace of God in the astonishing 
work of redemption. 

(3.) And as we upon earth have our daily and weekly stated 
times of devotion ; and besides all thiss we have our more solemn 
times to celebrate the dying love of our great Redeemer ; who 
knows but there may be something similar to this in heaven it- 
self? Besides these ordinary times of worship, they may have 
extraordinary times to celebrate some new discovery in the works, 
and wonders, and perfections of God. 

And as we may believe there will be no jarring sound in the 
harmony of heaven, it is probable there will be an universal 
language spoken there. A question has been agitated among 
divines, what will be the language of heaven ? Some supposed 
that the Hebrew will be the language spoken — others, diat all 
languages will be spoken in that blessed place. The most 
rational manner of considering that matter seems to be this : All 
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languages are but certain combinations of sounds to convey 
certain ideas which are in the mind. Sounds which are very 
well understood in one place are not understood in another, 
and consequently cannot convey an idea. But when a person 
feds any strong sensation, he can make himself understood what- 
^er langui^e he uses. 

Disembodied spirits are more free in their motions than spirits 
confined in bodies ; and we may believe they have a short method 
of o(nnmunicating their thoughts to one another. The most 
doquent orator upon earth will take some considerable time to 
oommunicate his thoughts to his audience, if he has a matter of 
great magnitude to lay before them ; but we may believe that 
spirits can instantaneously convey their ideas to each other. 
And as the use of language is to convey thought, we may 
believe that all the blessed have this faculty. They understand 
one another, and agree perfectly in worshipping God with all 
their heart and soul. 

And we may likewise conclude, both from Scripture and 
reason, that as they shall know one another and ag^ee perfectly 
without ceasing in the worship and service of God, that they 
shall be differently employed. Some have a pleasure in one 
kind of speculation, some in another. There are moral, natural, 
and mathematical truths, and there are peculiar pleasures arising 
from the investigation of each. And though all the blessed are 
completely holy to the utmost extent of their faculties, what 
ehoold hinder us to believe that there are particular virtues and 
graces which they p^ticularly take delight in ? They do not spend 
an idle eternity ; they employ their faculties in his priuse, and they 
will be rewarded according to their works. One star is different 
from another in glory — they all shine, but we see some larger 
than others. It is thus in heaven : there are some there that 
shine like stars of the first magnitude ; they have been eminent 
for grace and godliness, and are therefore advanced to the high- 
est dignities in the kingdom of God. They are next the throne. 
Others shine with a less degree of lustre, but they are all happy 
as heart can wish. They all pursue the same great interest, and 
all worship and serve the same great God, but not all in the 
same degree. There is a variety of enjoyments and of em^lov. 
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mentfl among the blessed. Some cultivate one fiiculty and some 
another ; and though they form one great society, and are com- 
pletdy happy in enjoying the company of each other, still we may 
betier^ that there will be separate parties of pleasure among 
them. A school-boy, though he were the son of a prince, is not 
a fit companion for a philosopher, and yet both may be equally 
ha;ppj in prosecuting their respectiTC studies. In like manner, 
the good Christian who has been admitted yesterday or the day 
before to the joys of paradise, is not a fit companion for Abraham 
<— he has not such a measure of knowledge or of grace as to £t 
him for such a high degree of glory ; but he shsdl meet wiAh 
thousands of his own rank, and with these he shall ddight ts 
associate. We must believe that there is the utmost regnlari^ 
in the economy of the higher houses there are sereral mansions 
prepared according to their several capacities — every place h 
properly adjusted — every star shines in its own proper orb. 

And though all the heavenly host are completely happy io 
^us worshipping €k>d in his temple, and associating tog^er, 
what makes up the sum total of their bliss is, that they aee the 
hce of Ood without a vail. The greater vessels draw in gpeoitei 
draughts of pleasure, but every vessel is full, ^me are nearer 
to the Sun of Righteousness, but all see him as he is. And 
what seals their happiness is, that it is to last for ever. Tliey 
worship him lor ever in bis temple. And may not we adopt 
the language of the Queen of Sheba, ** How happy are tfaegf 
thy servants" ! Such as get there may say, it was a true repoit 
they heard upon earth, but the one half was not told*them. 
But what constitutes the chief part of thdr happiness is the 
enjoyment of God himself. Beyond tiiis we cannot form a wish. 
May God grant that we may know from experience what it 
means! 

2. Again, another part ef their happiness is, that they shsH 
be free from all trouble and want. One of the great evils in- 
tending straitened circumstances is, hunger and thirst. Poverty 
shall not be known in these happy continents. And not «nly 
are hunger and thirst painiiil sensations in themselves, but the 
very fear of them will make us unhappy. In these blessfvl 
r^ons they, shall enjoy peace and plenty. They shall insed 
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upon angehf food. What that is we do not know, unless it be 
the word of Qod, ^<Man liyeth not by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." We 
know by experience that a piece of bread b a natural means to 
iRipport our life. Bread is a dead thing in itself, and it could 
not do this but for the Divine appointment. In heaven, we 
shall eat the bread of life, and for this we ought to labour. 
Bat I must observe, that every enjoyment there is to be under^ 
stood in a spiritual sense. Thus, when we are told of eating 
and drinking in the kingdom of God, we are not to understand 
that it is in a carnal way. If a feast would afford a gratifica- 
ti<m to an appetite, when we get to heaven we may indulge 
our spiritual appetites to the full. There is no danger of excess 
there. Their desires are not attended with uneasiness, because 
they have immediate fruition. Have they a desire for drink? — 
they have rivers of pleasure. Have they a desire for food ? — ^they 
have the heavenly manna, the milk and the honey of Canaan, and 
access to the tree of life, which is in the midst of the garden of 
God, and of which they may eat and live for ever. Hunger and 
thirst with us are uneasy feelings. In that place they have no 
expierience of what they mean. 

They have not the smallest trouble. The heat or the light 
does not annoy them. In this life the greatest blessing we enjoy, 
if we have too much of it, is a source of uneasiness. Though 
summer is a most pleasant time of the year, we know that a very 
warm day is disagreeable — the heat will annoy us. And though 
it is a pleasant thing to behold the sun, we sometimes complain 
of having too much of it. Excess of heat is disagreeable as 
excess of cold. In that blessed country, the seasons are always 
of the most agreeable temperature. They have no storms or 
tempests, no disagreeable heat or cold-^nothing to molest them. 
They have constant temperate seasons, and a serene sky. They 
are not afraid of old age or wrinkles, for the tree of life keeps 
them always young. They are strangers to sickness and deaUi, 
and the voice of sorrow is never heardlin their streets. They 
always enjoy health, beauty, and vigour. There is pleasure in 
every face, and joy in every countenance. There is no murmur 
or discontent, any cause of complaint, or any grievance to ro- 
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dren. Thdr former mttows are turned to joy, and their tears 
of distreat to songs of triomph. Their harps, which in the 
days of their oaptivity they often hang npon the willow-trees, 
are now tuned to sing the aong of iMoBes and of the Lamb. 
All their miseries are at an end ; for God himself, with his own 
gentle hand, shall wipe away aU tears from their eyes. Their 
heavy hearts are made light from the burden of sin ; and like a 
man whom his mother oomforteth, the great Father of merdefe 
shall speak comfort to the children of Zion. 

The rod of oppression and the fafih of tyranny do not gall 
them any more. The poor man is not any longer in danger of 
being turned out of his precarious dwelltng, nor is the debtor in 
danger of bong shut up in prison by the crnel and unrelenting 
hand of his creditors. Friends that meet in the happy onrcle 
win not feel the severe pangs of separation ; and the dear depart- 
ed relation, for whom we have mourned and wept, -s^all meet us 
there to part no more for ever. 

Our poor, virtuous, and reli^ous friends, whom we sometimes 
helped with our means, and who in return helped us with ^leir 
prayers, shall receive us into their everlasting Invitations. The 
persons for whom we shed silent tears, and over whom wxt 
hearts melted with tenderness and sympathy, dball forget all 
their sorrows when they taste but one omp of the new wine in 
their Father's kingdom. The perverse rebel for whom we 
vrrestled in prayer at a throne of grace, shaU perhaps be among 
the first to welcome us when we land upon ImmanueFs shore, 
and shall shame us out of our unbelief by asking. Do we now 
believe that the Lord is a prayer-hearing Qod ? The prodigal 
BOB and the ungodly relation for whom we have cried in agony 
to God to save their souls from perdition, it is likely, may astoni^ 
us when we look up above us, and hear them singing with a 
loud voice, " Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hadli made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen." 9t 

3. But in the last place. They shall possess every kind of plea- 
sure and of delight. It is expressly said, that He that sitteth upon 
the throne shall dwell among them. It is likewise said in another 
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place, that tStod bafh prefMiwd a city for them. The great men of 
tbe earth, who seem to t^ennelyes to hav« monopolized all the 
happiness in k to thear own use, seem to think that this same 
happiness consists in living alternately in the oity and in the 
country. The people of GM have a heavenly city and a hea- 
ivenly country. Tlie city is said to be 1500 miles long and 1500 
niles broad, an extent of ground containing a greater number 
of square miles than the i;vhole Roman empire. The very streets 
of it are said to be paved vrith gold, and the foundation to be 
^aamidied with all manner of precious stones, and the twelve 
gates are ^aid to be twdv« pearls. When the Holy Q-host makes 
9180 of such magnifieent images, it is to raise our thoughts to 
that blessed place. Imagination here has full scope. The city 
is likewise a paradise. A uver of the water of life passed through 
ihe midst of it, and on each side of it is the tree of life. 

Nothing refreshes the imagination more than smiling meadows, 
porling streams, murmuring brooks, and pleasant cascades ; and 
itherefore the Saviour is said to lead his people int9 living foun- 
ifldns of water. 

And as where is a city ihera is a country. If the city is glorious 
beyond conception, though imagination should go to the utmost 
itretch, we cannot form an idea of the beauty of the country. 
What are the glories of Lebanon, Sharon, and Oarmel, the de^ 
lightful landscapes of Arabia Felix, or even the garden of God 
in Eden, though we saw it compared 1x> the heavenly country ? 
He leads them into living fountains of water. He shows them 
wM. the beautiful prospects of the heavenly Oanaan. He bids them 
look as far as sight can reach or thought can stretch, and he 
teUs them the whole is his own. ^' The Lord is thcSr shepherd, 
they shall not want ; he midseth them lie down in green pastures, 
and leadeth them beside the still waters/' They have fountains 
of life, trees of life, and rivers of pleasure. They have the river 
«f life, and on each side of it the tree of life yielding fruit every 
month. They cannot possibly be sick, for the leaves of the tree 
of life are for the healing of the nations. 

They have formerly, when in their house of pilgrimage, made 
use of the fruit for food to their souls, and applied the leaves to 
the wounds which an made in their consciences. Tbt&vt ^s!s^^ 
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was completed at death, and now the fruit keeps them always 
young and healthful, wholesome and cheerful. And that 
nothing may be wanting to complete their happiness, the Lamb 
who is in the midst of the throne feedeth them. They enjoy a 
continual feast, and form a blessed and a happy society, for 
they perfectly agree in sentiment. They are perfectly holy, 
and therefore humble. There is no strife for rank and pre- 
cedency, for the Saviour himself has adjusted the ceremoniaL 
Every one knows the rank to which he is entitled, and his own 
seat at his Father's table. He does not envy those above him, 
or despise those below him. They all see the Eling in his beauty 
at the head of the table. They enjoy his conversation, and are 
happy in his smile. There is neither envy nor pride in heavenly 
minds. The highest will condescend to speak to the lowest. 
The soul who moves in a lower sphere, will not envy him who 
moves in a higher, or wish that he had been placed where he is. 
The saint of the lower order knows that he could not properly 
act but where he is. A saint of small degree knows that he 
could not praise God for doing for him such g^eat things as he 
has done for Abraham, Moses, or Elijah, nor can he thank God 
that he has given him as great a measure of grace and happiness. 
But they all agree in the joyful sound of salvation, and thus far 
they are all upon an equal footing. They all obtain as much 
happiness as they can wish or receive. 

They feed upon angeFs food, they feast upon the favour of 
God, and are satbfied with those delicious banquets which are 
the proper food of spirits. The table shall never be withdrawn ; 
it is always full. The feast is always beginning. They have 
music at the feast, and all join in the harmony. They are 
happy in the conversation of each other. There is not an idle or 
foolish word spoken there. They do not talk upon useless or 
trivial subjects : their conversation is edifying, such as is fit for 
God to hear and approve. They talk of the great acts of God, 
and the wonderful deeds of his right hand. They talk of their 
own happy experience, and what he has done for them. The one 
will, it is probable, entertain the other with the history of his 
own conversion, and what God has done for himself and others. 
CreatioD, providence, and redemption will always afford subjects 
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of eon¥enatiQD. At this feast tihe glories of the Godhead will 
shine upoA them wii^ full lustre, and they shall be transformed 
ioio his image. They shall drink at the foontain-head of joy, 
ftnd be satisfied with his likeness. And thus their hafipiness is to 
oontiDuea&d increase through the endless ages of eternity. And 
may the God oi all grace prepare us for relishing all these 
liearenly joys t 
I eonolade ^th some praetioal improvement. 

1. The way to these glorious mansions, of which I hare been 
endeayoiudng to give a faint description, is through the gate 
of death. It is like a passage under-ground to some beautiful 
palaoe. You have .lieard the cause of my choosing this sulijeot 
— I moan the death of my ;si8ter. Praise from such a near rela* 
tion would be bo panegyric. It gives me pleasure, however, that 
others will do this for me. She had the fear of God from her 
jwuth ; and this though is a gleam of joy across my breast, and 
pBenrents my indulging any melaachdy on account of her death. 
Instead of ibedding tears for her, I should shed tears for myself. 
I am in a body of ain and death. " The Lord gave and the Lord 
hath taken away, bii^sed lie the name of the Lord." He has a 
right to his jew^ any time he chooses to call for them. The 
language Af providence io yen my friends, when yon hear of the 
death of any valuable and worthy person, is to be followers of 
those vAio through isaik and patience are now inheriting the 
promises. If you live such a life, you shall die such a death. 
Go you rand do to Hkewise. 

2, I have been describing to you the joys of heaven ; and as you 
all hope to .go ito tthai blessed place, that you may not be dlsap- 
p<MDted in your hsxpe^ peomit me to ^ve you a good advice. 

The obedience tf Christ is what procured lieaven for his people. 
ReoMmbec, Idierefore, that he is the author of eternal ligation to 
those Who obey him. If lie obeyed f^r jon, it is jomr duty to 
obey him. The obedience he requires is, that you l^elieye you 
have great need of a Saviour, and cannot do without one. When 
you believe you are lost sinners, the next duty he requires of you 
is, to trust in himself entirely for your salvation. When you 
trust then in the Saviour, you shall taste of his love. And the 
next and last duty he requires of you is, that you fulfil the lv« 
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from this principle of love— that you love God and man — ^that 
you perform duty and avoid sin in his own strength. And if 
you thus depend upon him he promises to lead you safe to glory. 

But some poor soul will say, Alas ! I cannot believe thus in my 
Saviour. Very true. Attempt it, however, and look up to him- 
self for strength. They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength, and go on from strength to strength till they 
arrive at last safe in Zion. Holiness is the high-road to heaven. 

3. Lastly, You have heard there are different mansions in 
heaven. This is no encouragement to the lazy Christian who 
says he would be content with any place there. Such as say this, 
it is to be feared, prepare for no place in it. If any person thinks 
he has made progress enough already, and that he is good enough 
for heaven, and will get there as soon as others who make more 
noise about it, this is a sad proof that — ^he has not yet set his 
face toward Zion. Such as go to heaven have some concern 
about it. If you are without concern, pray to God to awaken 
you. Again, this is no discouragement to the weak Christian 
who hears that he cannot be a companion for Abraham. If you 
were admitted to the king's table, would you complain that lords 
and dukes sat above you? There are degrees in glory. The 
highest there speak to the lowest, and the Saviour speaks to them 
all ; and it is a part of their happiness that one is higher than 
another. They all make progress in perfection and holiness; 
the lower orders imitate the higher, and follow their example^ 
and the higher and lower imitate God. Holiness is the great aim 
of the Church, militant and triumphant. Let us cultivate holi- 
ness, that we may say at last, '< O death, where is thy sting? 
grave, where is thy victory?'' Let us cultivate holiness that we 
may be qualified to sing the song of triumph, ^* To Him that loved 
us, and washed us in his blood, and'^made us kings and priests 
to God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen ! " May 
God bless his word. 
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HEAVEN. 

LIKES OCCASIONED BT THE DEATH OF HIS SISTER. 

Great King of saints and angels bright, 

Wlio once didst dwell in olaj, 
Our battles thou didst bravely fight. 

And thou hast gained the day. 

For us a place thou didst prepare, 

A city great and high, 
Bright palaces, and mansions fair. 

Beyond the sun and sky. 

No man nor angel can describe 

The joys that there abound; 
Friendship is there, and happiness 

In full perfection found. 

Let thought and fancy take their flight 

As far as each can go, 
And these describe a happiness 

Such as they find below. 

Description fails, and boldest thought 

Falls short of what is there : 
Who can describe Infinitude ? 

Thy glories who declare ? 

Bliss, glory, light and happiness, ' 

And purest lore divine. 
Are found within thy palaces, 

And in thy courts do shine. 

Rivers of pleasures and of joy. 

And living fountains flow : 
On ev'ry side the tree of life 

For food and health does grow. 

The angels, eldest sons of light. 

Loud hallelujahs sing; 
And all the elect multitude 

Exalt their Lord and King. 
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Salration, that delightful theme, 
Does all their harps employ; 

This fills their souls with ecstasy; 
This fills their hearts ivith joy. 

My dearest Mary, you are now 

Among the chosen race; 
You join your Toice with those thai cry, 

*< Salvation is of grace/ 
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O Toioe of triumph and of joy ! 

When shall I hear the sound ? 
When shall I see Jerusalem? 

When shall my joys abound ? 

O blessed Jesus ! show thy fiaoe,. 

And giye me gprace and love; 
And give me new obedience ; 

And fix my thoughts above. 

O blessed Salem ! glorious place, 

Where all the elect meet. 
And saints and seraphs throw their crowns, 

Sweet Jesus, at thy feet ! 

This is the city of our Crod, 

The paradise of joy; 
And to prepare us for the place. 

May we our life employ 1 

O Jesus ! wash us in thy blood ; 

From sin our souls set free ; 
And send thy angels at our death 

To bring our souls to thee. 

What tongue can speak, what thought can reach. 

The joys thou hast in store ! 
And if I saw thy beauteous face. 

My soul would ask no more. 

THE END. 
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joicing under the canopy of * bright clouds,* and trusting that their tints 
to-morrow will be brighter and lovelier still. The Sketches are true and 
able pictures of lowly life. 

BBODIB— memoir of Annie RI'JDonald Christie, 

A Self-tanght Cottager, chiefly in her own words; with Extracts 
from her Letters and Meditations. By the Rev. J. Brodie, Moni- 
maiL Third Edition, revised, 18mo, cloth. (In the Press.) 

BROME— Science of Arcicniate Sounds. 

By the Rev. J. Brodie, Monimail. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 48. 

BROOKS— licctores on Snbjecls connected with. Prophecy. 

By the Rev. J. W. Brooks, M.A., Vicar of Clareborough, Retford. 
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 

BR01¥IV— Christ's Second Coming i 

Will it be Pre-millennial? By the Rev. David Brown, A.M., Glas- 
gow. Post 8vo, cloth, 58. 

" Mr Brown, who has written so ably against the Pre-millennial ad- 
vent.**— /e«t>. E. B. Elliot 

" It is remarkable that while Mr Brown*s work is the ablest attack on 
pre-millennialism that has yet appeared, it nevertheless contains more in 
it that a pre-millennialist can sympathize with than any other anti-mil- 
lenarian treatise.^* — Rev. A. A. Bonar, 

" This is, in our judgment, one of the most able, comprehensive, and 
conclusive, of the numerous works which the milienarian controversy 
has called forth.** — Watchman. 

RROWN— The JBvidcnce of Cliristianity in the IVineteenth 

Century; or. Results of Inquiry as to the Divine Ori^ of the 

Scriptures. By the Rev. W. Brown, A.M., Tobermore. Foolscap 

8vo, cloth, 38. 

" For those who wish to see the irrational Rationalism of Germanv 

shown in its true light, encountered on its own ground, and defeated with 

its own weapons, we ^ow not a cheaper or a better book in an English 

dress.'* — Londonderry Standard, 

RRUC K— Rnty and Priviieffe of Keeping the Sabbath. 

By the Rev. John Bruce, Edinburgh. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 

BRUCIS— Funeral Sermon on the late Rr. Abercrombie. 

By the Rev. John Bruce, A.M. Third edition, demy 8vo, 6d. 
RRUCB— Funeral Sermon on the late Thomas Chalmers^ 

D.D., LL.D. Third Edition, demy 8vo, Eewed^ Sd. 
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BVCHAlVA3r-€*Mr«rtla Aflilcti^at 

A Series of Meditations. By James Bnchanan, D.D., Professor of 

Systematic Theology, New College, Edinburgh. Thirteenth Edition, 

foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

''A most Taluable trork; strong in scriptural statements of divine 

truth ; and I affectionately recommend it to every Christian mourner who 

desires to drink freely of the refreshing streams which the fountain of 

all comfort— the Word of God — supplies.** — Rev, Hugh White of Dublin. 

BIJCHAIVAIV— IniproTemciit of Afllictloa: 

A Practical Sequel to a Series of Meditations, entitled *' Comfort in 
Affliction.** By James Buchanan, D.D., Edinburgh. Sixth Edi- 
tion, foolscap 8yo, 3s. 6d. 
^* Remembering how admirably Dr Buchanan had ministered comfort 
to those in trial, we rejoiced to see the same pious and talented author 
treating of the improvement which ought to be derived /rom triaL We 
have read this 'sequel* to his 'meditations* with unmingled satisfBu;- 
tlon. It is essentially a ' practical sequeL* While its style evidences 
labour performed in the study ^ its thoughts speak of experiences gathered 
in the sick-chamber.**— ^Scot^A Gvardian, 
BIJ€HA1¥A1¥— The OiBce and Work of the Hfolr f>plrit. 

By James Buchanan, D.D., Edinburgh. Sixth Edition, foolscap 

8vo, cloth, 6s. 6d. 

" This work is the offspring of an accomplished mind, sanctified by the 

influence of fervent piety. It is full of Scripture statement and example ; 

and we reckon it one of the very best books we have ever seen on the 

subject.** — Christian Journal. 

" Every page shows the ripe divine, the eloquent writer, and the ex- 
perienced Christian pastor. It is a felicitous mingling of argument and 
affectionate admonition; every way worthy of the author of the works 
on ' Affliction.* " — Princeton Heview, 

BUCH4NAN— On the •• Tracts for the Times.'* 

By James Buchanan, D.D., Edinburgh^ Second Edition, foolscap 

8>o, cloth, Is. 6d. 
" Brief, but comprehensive, clearly argued, and eloquently expressed; 
this is an admirable manual of Protestant truths as opposed toTractarian 
Popery.'* — Watchman, 
BU€HANA1¥— A Warning against Popery ; 

Being the Substance of a Discourse delivered in Free St Stephen's, 

Edinburgh. By James Buchanan, D.D. Second Edit., fcap. 8vo, 6d. 
BUCHAN AIV— A Tribute to the memory of Br. Chalmers; 

Being the Substance of a Lecture delivered at the Commencement 

of the Session of 1847-48, in the Free College, Edinburgh. By James 

Buchanan, D.D. Demy 8vo, sewed, 6d. 

B1JCHAI¥AN— Incidents Illustrative of the Foreign missions 

of the Free Church. No. I. — Calcutta. Selected and arranged by 
James Buchanan, D.D., Foolscap 8vo, Sd. 

CAmPBEIili— AfMcan flight 

Thrown on a Selection of Scripture Texts. By the late Rev. John 
Campbell, Kingsland Chapel, London. Second Edition, with a 
Biographical Sketch of the Author. Frontispiece, 18mo, cloth, 
gilt edges, 28. 

" This is one of the most delightful volumes which could be put into 
a young person's hand. The illustrations are at once striking and 
graphic, and are written in an exceedingly pleasing and simple style." - 
'^indse Warder, 
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^SANDIjMfnBL-JC^wUwSbutk^nm tmy/rmrdm the Expoatlen •£ the 

Book d Genesis. By Robert 8. Candbsh, D.D., Edinburgh. Third 
« t1^^^^^°^ foolscap 8yo^ cloth, 6s. 
The granaj*t-pgQgj^4,Qj| of Providence towards the fallen race of 
man, m manifested wia mu^uw* throuRh the scheme of Christian re- 
denaption, is liere laid open, and expo««a.a ;„ ^ ^^^^8 of discourses, in 
a plain and practical way, but, at the same time, nvu. „, clearness of 
reasoning and a felicity of illustration that we have rarely seen c^wjiaH '* 
— Edinburgh AdvertUer, 

CANDI^II»H-The CroM of Christ i The Call of Oodi Scaring 

Faith: An Inquiry into the Completeness and Extent of the Atone- 
ment, with especial reference to the Universal Offer of the Gospel, 
and the Universal Obligation to Believe. By Robert S. Candlish, 
D.D., Edinburgh. Second Edition, foolscap ovo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 



<( 



It is full of thought; and it is well deserving of being read, marked, 
learned, and inwardly digested.** — Scottish Ouardian, 

C ANDIilSM — The Principle of Free laqniry and Private 

Judgment, and its Special Importance in the Present Times. By 
R. S. Candliah, D.D., Edinburgh. Fifth Edition, 8vo, sewed, 6d. 

CATECHIM]fl!i|. 

Anderson* s (Rev. Dr.) Catechism on the Lord*s Prayer. 18mo, 2d. 

Bagot's Catechism on the Leading Truths of the Gospel. 32mo, Id. 

365 Questions on the Leading Truths of the GospeL 32mo, 2d. 

Protestant Catechism. 12mo, 6d. 

Brcwn*s Shorter Catechism for Young Children. 32mo, Id. 

Child^s First Catechism. Fifth Edition, 32mo, Id. 

Ferrie*s (Rev. Dr.) Catechism of the Evidences of Revealed Re- 
ligion, 18mo, 4d. 

Fifty Questions on the Leading Truths of the Gospel. IBmo, Id. 

in Gaelic, Id. 

Free Church Catechisms. Issued hy Authority of the General As- 
sembly. 

1. First Constitutional Catechism of the Free Church of Scot- 
land. 18mo, Id. 

2. Catechism on the Principles and Constitution of the Free 
Church of Scotland. 18mo, sewed 6d., cloth 9d. 

Grey*s (Rev. Dr) Catechism on Baptism. 18mo, 6d. 

Hamilton*s Assembly's Shorter Catechism. 18mo, IJd. 

Laing*s Catechism on the History of the Church of Scotland, 

l8mo, Is. 6d. 
M*Leod*s (Rev. Dr^ Ecclesiastical Catechism. 18mo, 6d. 
Miller*s (Rev. J.) Catechism on Matthew. 18mo, 8d. 
Mothers* Catechism. By the Rev. J. Willison. 32mo, Id. 
Paterson's Analysis of the Shorter Catechism, 18ino, cloth. Is. 6d. 
" Reference Editions** of Assembly*s Catechisms. 

1. The Assembly *s Shorter Catechism, neatly printed within 
Rules, with Marginal References to the Scripture Proofs. 
18mo, One halfpenny. 

2. The Shorter Catechism, with Proofs from Scripture at 
full length ;— also with Additional Marginal References, chiefly 
selected from the Catechisms by Matthew Henry, Vincent, 
Fisher Paterson, and others. 18mo, Id. 

" The most beautiful editions that have yet appeared of this 
invaluable compend of divine truth.**— CAiWren'* Missionary 
Record. 
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CSRISTIAIV TRBASrRlT) The 

Containing Contributions from Minifften and Members of Tirioua 
Eyangelical Denominations. Volume I. cloth, ds. ^ , 

Volumes II. ami m. os. 60. each. 

PubUshed in Weekly Numb«'^«»l^<'«T^- , 

„ ^ ji4/>-«dy-rittts, H od., by post, 6d. 

COJLQ¥TIK4>v^— 'I'h^ l¥orld*s RcllpioM* 

. . -ri^s^t^ontrasted with Genuine Christianity. By the late Lady 
Colquhoun. Second Edition, foolscap 8to, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" We should particularly recommend this excellent Yolume to be put 
into the hands of such educated young females as admire the writings of 
Hannah More, and are able to relish them. The pious and gifted writer 
treats her subjects, under the eyident influence of great spirituality of 
feeling, very clearly, and very impressively." — Watchman. 

OOIi^UHOUIV-Tfae Klnjsdom of Ood, 

As to its Nature and Subjects. By Lady Colquhoun. 12mo, cloth, 
3s. 6d. 

GOIiQUHOIJN— Impressions of the BTciut, 

Relative to the Nature and Excellency of Genuine BelSgioQ. By 
Lady Colquhoun. Second Edition, l^o, cloth, 3s. 
COUTT8— Sermons. 

By the late Rev. Robert Coutts, Brechin. Third Edition, veith 
Preface, by the late Thomas Chalmers, D.D., and Memoir of the 
Author by the Rev. Thomas Guthrie. 12mo, cloth, 4s. 
" These Sermons have for many years been before the public, and it 
does not devolve on us now to commend what has been long known and 
approved. Dr Chalmers' preface, though brief, contains some interest- 
ing information relative to the earlier part of Mr Coutts' career; and 
Mr Guthrie's, not quite so brief, yet not very long, furnishes us with 
fuller particulars regarding the whole life and ministry of Mr Coutts. 
He was one to whom * long memory* is due. One of the lights of a dark 
generation, he shone with no common brilliance through but a few years." 
— Presbyterian Review, 

COVEIVAiVT. The- A Poem; 

Or, The Conflict of the Church, with other Poems. Foolscap Svo, 6t. 

CIJIVIVING HAITI— The Doctrines and Practices of the Cfanrch 

of Rome Truly Represented. By Edward Stillingfleet, D.D., Bishop 
of Worcester; in answer to a Book entitled "A Papist Misrepre- 
sented and Represented." A New Edition, with Preface and 
Notes [forming more than one-half of the volume], by William 
Cunningham, D.D., Principal and Professor of Divinity and Church 
History, New College, Edinburgh. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 58. 
" The republication of this masterly work is, just now, verv seasonable. 
But we have much more in this volume than a reprint of Stillingfleet's 
excellent work. Dr Cunningham has prepared an able introduction, 
and appended copious notes, adapted to the circumstances of our own 
day, and aflbrding valuable nelp to those who may be disposed — as all 
young ministers and probationers especially should be — to prosecute the 
study of a controversy which it is most evident must now be fought over 
again. To such we earnestly recommend the book before us, as a manual 
of the utmost practical worth." — Watchman, 

CUNIVINOHAin— f nangnral licctnre 

Addressed to the Theological Students of the Free Church of Scot- 
land, November 9, 1847, at the opening of the Session of CoUege 
succeeding the Death of Rev. Dr. Chalmers. By W. Cunningham, 
D,D,, Principal, &c., New CoRaRft, Edinburgh. Demy 8vo, 6d. 
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€RAIO~The Foundation of Christian Hope) 

Being a Plain and Impartial Inquiry after a Safe Ground ,jf Confi- 
dence for a Sinful Creature at the Bar of God. By the Rev 
Edward Craig. Fifth Edition, 32mo, cloth, 6d. 

CRAIO— Christian Clrcnmspectlon ; 

A Brief View of the Duty of Christians to Preserve themselves 
Pure from the Irreligious Customs of this World. By the Rev. 
Edward Craig. Fifth Edition, 18mo, stitched, 6d. 

CSAiC^-Theocracy; 

Or, The Principles of the Jewish Religion and Polity Adapted to all 
Nations and Times. By the Rev. Robert Craig, A.M., Rothesay, 
Post 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

JD*AUBIONlS-Cleneva and Oxford i 

An Address to the Professors and Students of the Theological 
School, Geneva. By J. H. Merle D'Aubign^, D.D. Fourth Edi- 
tion, 8vo, sewed, 6d. 

*' An admirable illustration of three grand comprehensive principles, 
which of themselves furnish a sufEicient antidote to the delusions of 
Tractarianism — the Word of God alone, the gpce of Christ alone, the 
work of the Spirit alone." — Scottish Presht/terian, 

DODDfS— A Century of Scottish Church History. 

In an Historical Sketch of the Church of Scotland from the Seces- 
sion to the Disruption. With an Account of the Free Church. By 
the Rev. James Dodds of the Free Church, Belhaven. Second 
Edition, 18mo, 8d. 

" One of the leading objects of the author of this unpretending, but 
most meritorious little work, * has been to present a plea for the Free 
Church of Scotland, not in a controversial, but in a simply historical 
form.* And truly the facts here related, in a concise but most luminous 
style, speak sufficiently for themselves, and may safely be left to make 
their own impression." — Dumfries Standard, 

JDODS— On the Incarnation of the Eternal Word. 

By the late Rev. Marcus Dods, Belford. With a Recommendatory 
Notice, by the late Thomas Chalmers, D.D. Demy 12mo, cloth, 
price 5s. 

JDVFF— India and Indian missions) 

Including Sketches of the Gigantic System of Hinduism, both in 
Theory and Practice; also. Notices of some of the Principal Agen- 
cies employed in conductmg the process of Indian Evangelization, 
&c. By Alexander Duf^ D.D., Calcutta. Second Edition, demy 
8vo, cloth, 128. 

'* A work of the most varied and surpassing excellence, which will, 
doubtless, take a high place in the Christian literature, not merely of 
the dav, but of the age, and greatly extend the missionary spirit and 
zeal of the country.^* — Scottish Guardian. 

I>UFF-I«Iissions the Chief End of the Christian Chnrcht 
Also, The Qualifications, Duties, and Trials of an Indian Mission- 
ary. By Alexander DufF, D.D., Calcutta. Fourth Edition, foolscap 
8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
" We consider this to be one of the most valuable publications ever 
produced, by Christian piety, in aid of tV» tgt«»*i <»»afe ^1 ^^!cs»sssfi.r — 
Aberdeen Constttuti(mat» 
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DUFF— The Jesuits t 

Their Origin and Order, Morality and Practices, Suppression and 
Restoration. By Alexander Duff, D.D., Calcutta. Fourth Edition, 
demy 8vo, Is. 

" A clear, connected, and most instructive sketch of that subtle, 
powerful, and unprincipled Society, which, in its revived strength, is 
now operating, to an extent little suspected by many, against the truth 
of God." — London Watchman, 

BUFF— The Eiife and Happy "Death of Charlotte Green, 

A Poor Orphan brought up m the Calcutta Institution for Destitute 
Girls of the Female Society of the Free Church of Scotland for 
Female Education in India. By Alexander Duff, D.D., Calcutta. 
32mo, cloth, gUt, 8d. 

BAIitiir PIBTY, 

Illustrated in the Brief Memoir and Journal of a Youthful Mem- 
ber of St James' Chapel, Ediaburgh. 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

KiriANCIPATIOIV OF THE SOIE., 

And Free Trade in Land. By a Landed Proprietor. Bvo, sd., Is. 

ESSENTlAIi COIV9IDERATIOIV9 for ITonng Christians 

when entering on the Active Period of Life. Adapted for Sabbath 
School Libraries, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

FKRRIE— Catechism on the Evidences of Revealed Relifrion, 

with a few Remarks on Natural Religion. By William Ferrie, D.D., 
Kilconquhar. 18mo, 4d. 

FAIRRAIRRT— SoniKs for IFayfarers. 

Bj the Rev. J. C. Fairbaim, Allanton. Price 6d. sewed, or cloth, 
gilt edges, 9d. 

** This is a small, neat collection of songs, of a sacred character, simple 
in their nature, and directing and encouraging in their tendency.^* 
Greenock Advertiser. 

FIFTIT QUESTIONS concerning the Ijeadinc Hoctrf nes and 

Duties of the Gospel. For the use of Sabbath Schools. Sewed, Id. 

FIRST FRUITS of India nnto Christ: 

Being a Correspondence between the Young Men of the New North 
Free Church, Edinburgh, and the Native Student-Converts of Cal- 
cutta, Bombay, and Madras. With a Preface by the Rev. C. J. 
Brown, Edinburgh. Demy r2mo, sewed, 4d. 

FLiEMIIVO— The Rise and Fall of Papacy. 

By the Rev. Robert Fleming, junior. Minister of the Gospel, Lon- 
don. A New Edition. Edited, with a Memoir of the Author, by 
the Rev. Thomas Thomson. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 
" A reprint of one of the most remarkable and sagacious works extant 
on the subject of unfulfilled prophecy, deserving a perusal as a succinct, 
learned, and eminently devout exposition of the Apocalypse.** — Patriot, 

F RA SE R— Tracts 

by Rev. Thomas M'Kenzie Eraser, Free Church, Yester. 32mo, 
Id. each. 

1. Iflnckle Katet 

A Tradition of Lochcarron. 

9. Ijuke Heyivood, 

The Soldier of Fort George. 

S. The Biffbland Kitchen-lfKaldt 

An Incident in the Life of Mr. HecbOT lll%c\\ttSL 
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FOOTJB— Effectual Calling. 

A Doctrinal, Experimental, and Practical Treatise on Effectual 
Galling. By James Foote, A.M., Minister of the Free East Church, 
Aberdeen, Author of "Lectures on Luke,** &c. Foolscap 8yo, 
cloth, 3s. 

" Within the work, the various views in which the subject presents 
itself— through which it can be pressed — by which it can be illustrated 
— and the classes, embracing ultimately all to whom it can be addressed, 
are exhausted; and the treatise forms thus *a hand-book* on a most 
vital department of theology." — Banner of Ulster, 

** We regard it as the best work on * Effectual Calling* in the 
English language.** — Evangelical Magazine. 

FRBE CHURCH CATECHISITIS. 

Jsstied by Avihority of the General Assembly, 

I. Catechism on the Principles and Constitution of the Free Church 
of Scotland. A New Edition, greatly Enlarged, with complete In- 
dex, and Appendix containing Important Documents. Demy J8mo, 
pp. 160, sewed, 6d., and bound, 9d. 

II. The First Constitutional Catechism of the Free Church of 
Scotland. Demy 18mo, pp. 24, Id. 

FREE CHVRCH ITIAOAZIIVE. 

Published on the 15th of each Month. Unstamped, 5d. 
Stamped, for Post, 6d. 

" One of the best magazines extant.** — Christian Witness. 

OARDNER— miemoirs of Christian Females; 

With an Essay on the Influences of Female Piety. By the Rev. 
James Gardner, A.M., M.D. Third Edition, foolscap 8vo, with 
Portrait, 3s. 6d. 

Containing Biographies of— 

Clementine Cuvier. 
Mrs Graham. 
MtM Smelt. 



Hannab More 
Mrs Huntingdon. 
Mrs Duncan. 
Lady Glenorchy. 
Mrs Ellis. 
Mrs Judson. 



Mrs Winslow. 
Mis Wilson. 
Mus Reed. 



" We know few volumes that Christian parents may more suitably 
put into the hand of their daughters than this, and that are better 
adapted, by the blessing from on high, to realize for them the Psalini8t*s 
desire, that they may be * as comer stones polished after the similitude 
of a palace.* ** — The Covenanter. 

OARDNER—iriemoirs of Eminent Cliristian missionaries. 

With an Essay on the Extension of the Missionary Spirit. By the 
Rev. James Gardner, A.M., M.D. Second Edition, foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, price 3s. 6d. Nearly Ready. 

Containing — 
Rev. Henry Martyn. \ Rev. Reginald Heber. D.D. 



Rev. Felix Neff. 

Kev. John Eliot. 

Rev. William Carey, D.D. 

Rev. John Campbell. 

Rev. Robert Morrison, D.D. 



Rev John Williams. 

Rev C. T. B. Rhenius. 

Rev. Pliny Fisk. 

Rev. George Whitefield, A.M. 

Rev. J. Marshman, DD. 



" A better book of the kind never has been printed.**— WitnMS, 
OREY— Amnsements of Yontb, n4d«ewwA \oli.««s»%^««vV«k' 

By Henry Grey, D.D., EdM>\ag\i. \^xs«>, %«^«^^ ^^* 
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CtRET— Catechirai on Baptiam. 

In which are considered its Nature, its Subjects, and the Obligations 
resulting from it. By Henry Grey, D.D., Edinburgh. 6d. 
C^AVSSE IV— Genera and BoiAe ^ 

An Address to the Students of the Theological School, Geneva, at 
the opening of the Session 1843. By Professor L. Gaussen. 8yo, 4d. 
" A very graphic description of the present aspect of Popery and Pro- 
testantism." — Scottish Congregational Magazine. 

OIFT-BOOK OF POETRIT; 

Selected chiefly from Modem Authors. ISmo, with Frontispiece 
and Vignette, zs. 

^* Notwithstanding the many selections of poetry and prose issued to 
the public of late, we hare not seen any so well deserving the nsmse as 
the one now before us, nor one more worthy a place on the table of 
the boudoir, or as a companion for a leisure moment.** — Dundee Courier, 
C^RBOIV— flermona. 

By Robert Gordon, D.D., Edinburgh. Fourth Edition, demy 8to, 

cloth, 6s. 
" These are orations, these are arguments, worthy of a very high and 
permanent place in our theological literature. They display a vigour 
and originality of thought which it is truly refreshing to meet with in 
printed sermons, and are, at the same time, boldly explicit in the enun- 
ciation of the Gospel system.** — Eclectic Review. 
GOTETT-Hadea ; 

Or, The Place of Departed Spirits. By the Rev. R. Govett, junior, 

A.M., Fellow of Worcester College, Oxford, and Curate of St 

Stephen*s, Norwich. Foolscap 8vo, Is. 6d. 

O REE IV, CHARIiOTTE-The £.ire and Beath of, 

A Poor Orphan brought up in the Calcutta Institution for Destitute 
Girls of the Female Society of the Free Church of Scotland for 
Female Education in India. By the Rev. Alexander Duff, D.D., 
Missionary at Calcutta. 32mo, cloth gilt, 8d. 

ORIETAIVCE OF UNITE Rt^lTlT TE»TA, 

As set forth in the Proceedings of the Presbytery of St Andrews; 
with an Authentic Copy of the Libel in the case of Sir David 
Brewster, as Principal of the United College of St Salvator and St 
Leonard, in the University of St Andrews. 8vo, sewed, Is. 

CrRIRISHAWE— The Future Reatoration and Conreraion of 

the Jews : being the Substance of a Course of Lectures delivered 
in St James* Episcopal Church, Edinburgh, in May 1842. By the 
Rev. T. S. Grimshawe, M.A., Rector of Burton, Northamptonshire, 
and Yisar of Biddenham, Bedfordshire. . Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 28. 

iIAIiirBlJRTOIV--I?Ieniofra of the liife of the Rer, Thomaa 

Halyburton. Demy 12mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

HETHERIIVGTOIV— Hiatory of the TTeatmlnater Aaaemblv 

of Divines. By the Rev. W. M. Hetherington, LL.D. Second 
Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

" The character which l)r Hetherington has acquired as an ecclesi- 
astical historian, will be augmented and consolidated by the volume now 
before us, which supplies what is felt to be a desideratum — a connected 
and compreheDBiYe account of the Westminster Assembly, the meeting 
of which was unquestionably one o£ ihe mm^ Vm^T^waki events of the 
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BBTHERINOTON-Hlfftorfof the Church of Scotland ; 

From the Introduction of Christianity to the Disruption in 1843. 
By the Rct. W. M. Hetherington, LL.D., St. Andrews. Sixth 
[People's] Edition, royal 8yo, cloth, 68. 6d. 

** Our author possesses all the leading qualifications of an able Church 
historian. He is clear, accurate, and comprehensive in matter; graphic 
and Yigorous in style; and at once philosophicial and eyangelical in spirit. 
Indeed^ in the last he is pre-eminent; ana this imparts a great charm to 
his work. The friends of evangelical religion generally, and particularly 
of the Church of Scotland, owe him their best thanks for a complete 
history of the Scottish Church, not only readable, but interesting, and 
within moderate bounds. We trust it will be regarded as it deserves to 
be— a standard work." — Scottish Guardian, 

HETHERINOTOIV-IIiMtoiT of the Church of Scotland ; 

From the Introduction of Christianity to the Disruption in 1843. 
By the Rev. W. M. Hetherington, LL.D., St Andrews. Seventh 
[Libraky] Edition, 2 vols, demy 8vo, cloth, 188. 

*«* In addition to the matter contained in the former Editions, the 
present contains an Introductory Essay on the Principles and Constitution 
of the Church of Scotland; and the Appendix embraces a correct reprint 
of the First and Second Books of Discipline, the principal documents 
connected with the Disruption, and a carefully prepared Index. 

nSTHKRIIVOTON— The mUniater's Family. 

By the Rev. W. M. Hetherington, LL.D. Fourth Edition, with 
Frontispiece, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 5s. 

" It relates, with affecting sinjplicity, and purity and chasteness of 
st^le, the death of the devoted minister, the consequent trials of his 
widow and family, including successive bereavements by death, and the 
gracious providences that ministered to their provision and comfort. "-> 
Covenanter, 

HEIVRIT OF EICHENFFT^S; 

Or, How a Child Learned to Know that there is a God. A Tale for 
Children. Translated from the German of the Rev. L. Schmitz. 
Demy 16mo, square, with Illustrations. Neatly bound in cloth, 
2s. 6a. 

" We have seldom read a more fascinating md instructive work. The 
chapters show consecutively how the care of a young child is an occupa- 
tion worthy of angels— the great misfortune and consequence of trifling 
disobedience — the deep affliction of an affectionate mother — the caverr 
of brigands, where poor Henry was incarcerated — the escape — the her 
mitage — the sun and flowers — the plants and trees — ^the springs and 
rain— the most correct reply to the most important question — a journey 
among the mountains — an unexpected meeting— the joy of a good 
father — the mother comforted — ^the eTil punished, and the good rewarded. 
All these topics are handled in a masterly manner, and will rivet the 
attention of the young.*' — Glasgow Examiner. 

** A tale which the young reader who once commences it is sure to 
follow out to the end, and the perusal of which will afford both pleasure 
and edification.** — Watchman, 

HOOD— memoirs and ITlaunscript of Isohel Hood* 

By the late Rev. John Macdonald, Cid.C!a\X»» Ts&xft.^^^fiStfs^s^^Sh^ 
/m Introductory Notice^by H\l«)i llfifiLcs. \^'iaa^ ^^'Cb.A^^^jsu 
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HODOE— The Orthodox Doctrine regarding the Extent ol* 

the Atonement Vindicated. Bj Charles Hodge. D.D., Professor 
of Theoloe^ in the Theolofi:i<»il Seminary, Princeton, United 
States. With a Recommendatory Preface, hy Rev. Dr Cunning- 
ham, Professor M'Crie, Dr Candlish, and Dr William Symington. 
Second Edition, foolscap 8yo, cloth, Bd. 

'* A concise view and a masterly defence of the true doctrines regard- 
ing the atonement.'** — Dundee Warder, 

HUI£— Sacred liyric*. 

By Richard Huie, M.D. 32mo, cloth 38. 

*' They form, in their collected state, a very acceptable addition to 
those stores of pure and hallowed enjoyment which the religious press 
of our country has, in varied forms and measures, been honoured to 
supply.** — Scottish Guardian. 

KINO—The IiOrd*s Snppcr. 

By the Rev. David King, LL.D., Glasgow, Author of **The Ruling 
Eldership of the Christian Church.*' Second Edition, Revised. 
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
" Dr King has here given a luminous exposition of the true character 
of the blessed ordinance of which he writes — (equally free from Socinian 
lowering down on the one hand, and from Popish and Puseyite exalta- 
tion on the other) — and he urges the claims of that holy sacrament with 
an evangelical simplicity and power, which warrant us in wishing that 
the volume may be widely circulated, and prayerfully aud carefully 
read.'* — Watchman. 

" The author of this work is well known as one of the most able and 
influential of our Dissenting clergymen, who, amid the overwhelming 
pressure of congregational and public duties, has found leisure for the 
composition of two excellent treatises on the ** Ruling Eldership** and on 
the " Lord's Supper.** The various topics are discussed vrith great ability, 
and a thorough knowledge of the subject. It well deserves, and we 
doubt not will receive, an extensive circulation.** — TaiVs Magazine. 

KNOX— The Ijonelj Hearth; The Songs of Israel; Harp 

of Zion; and other Poems. By William Knox. Foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, 5s. 
]L.Ai\D»B0R01JGH— Arran s 

A Poem in Six Cantos; and Excursions to Arran, with reference 
to the Natural History of the Island. By the Rev. David Lands- 
borough, SaJtcoats, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 58. 6d. 

** We have met with few writers equally able with Mr Landsborough 
to throw the charms of an attractive style over the study of natural his- 
tory. He possesses in a high degree the faculty of presenting to the 
mind vivid and graphic images of the objects he describes; and then 
there is something quite captivating in the strong sympathy he evinces 
with every living thing — in his admiration for all beautiful things, 
whether animate or inanimate— and in the delight he feels in shiu'ing 
with kindred minds his pure and elevating pursuits and enjojrments. 
The reader is at once fascinated with the novelty and beauty of the ob^ 
jects brought before him, and with the loving and lovable spirit in 
which this service is performed.** — Scottish Guardian. 

XAJVOSBOROVOH— Ayrshire Sketches; 

Or, Memoin of Jeanie Charters, H.ug\i Cxmmii^lasne^ and Jamet 
Baird, By the Ktw. D. Landd>OTOUg;K \%mo«%^ 
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IjAIIVO— A Catechism on the Historjr of the Chnrch of Scot- 
land. By the Rev. B. Laing, Colmonell. 12mo, cloth, la. 6d. 
" We cordially recommend the Catechism by Mr Laing. It bringi 
out in a narrow compass, with great clearness and fidelity, the leading 
points in our ecclesiastical history, and is eminently fitted to remove 
prejudices, and convey correct information respecting the principles of 
the Second Reformation, and the proceedings of the men who struggled 
and suffered on their beh&lV^— Scottish Presbyterian, 

liAINCr^The RepresentatiTe Character of Christ and Adam ; 

Being Critical Dissertations on Romans v. 1-11, and y. 12-14; con- 
taining a corrected Punctuation and Translation of Verse 14. Fools- 
cap 8vo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

" Replete with gospel truth." — Aberdeen Banner, 
" A valuable contribution to scriptural exegesis." — Monitor. 
" This work shows very considerable learning and critical acumen." 
— Guardian, 

IiORIIVlER~]Vlnnnal of Preshytery— comprising— 

1. Presbyterianism the truly Primitive and Apostolic Constitution 
of the Church of Christ; or, a View of the History, Doctrine, 
Government, and Worship of the Presbyterian Church. By 
Samuel Miller, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Princeton, New Jersey. 

2. The Character and Advantages of Presbyterianism Ascertained 
by Facts. With an Appendix on the testimony of the Fathers 
and Reformers to Presbytery; the Moral Tendency of Calvinism, 
&c. By the Rev. John G. Lorimer, Minister of St David's Free 
Church, Glasgow. 

Second Edition, revised and enlarged. Fcap, 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 
" This is a highly seasonable compendium. Like all the productions 
of the estimable editor, this * Manual ^ abounds in curious information, 
and evinces an ardent, vigorous, and enlightened mind." — Oreenock 
Intelligencer. 

liORlRIER— A Treatise on the Office of Deacon; 

With Suggestions for its Revival. By the Rev. J. G. Lorimer, 
Glasgow. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
" We would earnestly reconmiend this very able and lucid treatise." 
— Scottish Ouardian, 

I^ORIIflER— An Historical Slcetch of the Protestant Chnrch 

of France, from its Origin down to the Present Day; with Parallel 
Notices of the History of the Church of Scotland during the same 
Period. By the Rev. J. G. Lorimer. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

1^0RIIfTER~The Protestant or the Popish Sahhath? 

A Word of Warning from the Word of Prophecy, and the History 
of the Chrislian Church. By the Rev. J. G. Lorimer, Glasgow. 
Demy 12mo, sewed, 9d. 
** Deserving of careful perusal." — Free Church MagoMne, 

THS I^OITERER IN AROmLRSHIRJB 

During the Summer of 1845. A Series of Letters, by the Authoress 
of " Grace Darling." In the press, 

EiITINGSTOIVC— liife of nir John. 

A Brief Historical Relation of the Life of Mr John Livingstone, 
Minister of the Gospel. Written by himself. With a Historical 
Introduction and Notes and Appendix, b^ tV«i ^w,TMSBas^'^^*»!- 
ton, Knockbracken. New E^taon. \%i&o, c\^Vku 
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I^BIOKTON-Zton's Plea asataat Prelacy. 

By Alexander Ldghton, D.D. Demy 12mo, cloth, Ss. 

*«* For writing this treatise the author was condemned twice to ex- 
posure in the pillory, to have Ms ears cut off, his nostrils slit, and to 
heavy fines and imprisonment. 

liSilljIE— A Bhmtt aad Mwtmf Method with the Ptttotte 

By the Rer. Charies Leslie, A.M.; with an Introductory Essay by 
David Russell, D.D., Dundee. ISmo, Is. 

HI Christian's TTalk with God. 

By the Hon. Mrs M . Second Edition, 18mo, cloth, la. 

'* An admirable help to the child of God, the heir of gl(»y, in the 
work of self-examination.^ — Chfisiian Witnest, 

Sft^liSOD— Bcdesiastical Catechism; 

Being a Series of Questions on the Scriptural Authority for the 
Presbyterian Form of Church Govemment. By Alexander 
M*Leod, D.D., New York. 18mo, 6d. 

JIIACDONAI^D— memoirs and Illannscript of Isohel Hood. 

By the late Rer. John Macdonald, Calcutta. Third Edition, with 
an Introductory Notice by Hugh Miller. 18mo, doth. Is. 6d. 

llI'CHEirNE— memoir and Remains of the late Reir. R. m. 

M'Cheyne, Dundee. By the Rev. A. A. Bonar, Collace. Demy 
12mo, cloth, 5s. 

m*CH£irN£-memoir, without the Remains. 18mo, Is. 

m«CfiUBYNS:— Additional Remains of the late Rer. R. m. 

M*Cheyne, consisting of Sermons and Lectures delivered by him in 
the course of his Ministry. A New Edition, Revised. Demy 12mo, 
cloth, 6s. 

" A precious boon to many a humble believer We cannot too 

highly recommend to our reikders this excellent collection of discourses. 
They are well fitted, through Divine grace, to instruct the ignorant, com- 
foilt the afflicted, arouse those who are at ease in Zion, and edify God^s 
own people.^*— ^9i4Mr of Ulster, 

m«CHKirNC:~Tracts t 

By the late Rev. R. M. M*Chejme. 32mo, sewed, gilt edges, 
each 2d. 

1. Sabat the Arabian; or, The Apostate. 

2. Sudden Conversions. 

3. Missions, and their First-Fruits. 

4. Abdool Messee; or, The True Convert. 

m«CIlEirN£-Familiar liCtters. 

By the late Rev. Robert M. M'Cheyne, Dundee : containing an Ac- 
count of his Travels as one of the Deputation sent out by the Church 
of Scotland on a Mission of Inquiry to the Jews in the Year 18S9. 
Edited by his Father. Demy l*Mo, cloth, 3s. 

JOACMA.Y-'Jjife of Ijientenant-Oeneral RLngh macluiy of 

Scourjr. By the Late John Mackay, '&sc\. of 1BLQcV&«\d. A New 
Edition^ Revised. With a Memoir of t\ve Aut\ioT. ¥o«\.%^o^<^^^. 
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IHAOKAT—Sabbatli Hndags ti u f wugfc #i l the Year. 

By Mrs Colonel Maokay, Author«88 of " Tl^e Family ai Heather- 
dale/' 18mo, cloth, 28. 

"This book consists of a short chapter for each Sabbath in the year, 
written in a tasteful and pleasing style, and breathing a fine spirit of 
evangelical piety.** — Scottish Congregatixmal Magazine, 

AI<€RIE— MlMellaiteewi ^Writfaigs, 

Chiefly Historical. By Thomas M'Crie, D.D., Edinburgh. Edited 
with Notes, by his Son. Demy 8yo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 

Containing — 



Biogrtxphiei, 

1. Life of Alexander Henderson. 

2. Patrick Hamilton. 

8. Francis Lambert, of Avig- 
non. 

4. Dr Andrew Bivet. 

6. Memoir of Mr John Murray. 
6. The Taborites ; or, The Followers 
ofHuss. 



Reviews. 

7. Review of Milne on Presbytery 

and Episcopacy. 

8. ■ Simeon on the Liturgy. 
9. — Sismondi's Considera- 
tions on Geneva. 

10. Tales of my Landlord. 

11. ___ Orme's Life of Owen. 
12. Turner's Life and Times. 



Pan^Uets, 

la, Pree Thoughts (m the Religious Celebration of the Funeral of the Princess 

Charlotte. 
U. What ought the General Assembly to do at the Present Crisis ? 
10. On the Right of Females to Vote in the Election of Ministers and Elders. 

" It is hoped that this volume will be found not only useful to the 
student of history as a book of reference, but generally interesting, as a 

Eermanent record of the author*s sentiments on several points which 
ave not been treated in his larger works.*^ — Preface, 

m^CBlS— Sketcliea of Scottish Charcli History, 

Embracing the Period from the Reformation to the Revolution. 
With an Apj^endix, relative to the alleged Accession of John Knox 
to the Conspiracy against Riccio. By Thomas M*Crie, D.D., Edin- 
burgh. Thurd Edition, foolscap 8vo, doth, 2s. 6d. 

" There is a particular charm in Dr M'Crie^s Sketches, from the 
great collection of anecdotes illustrative of characters and events with 
which they abound. His work ought almost to be called ^ A History of 
the Church of Scotland in Anecdotes.* At the same time, he preserves 

the just properties of historical writing Another valuable 

quality in the * Sketches ' is, the frequent reference to authorities, and 
tne important information contained in subsidiary notes.**— ^ScottuA 
Guardian, 

II1*CRIE:— The Provliictal I^etters of Bhilse Pascal. 

A New Translation, with Historical Introduction and Notes. By 
Thomas M^Crie, D.O., Edinburgh. Second Edition, foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, 5s. 

** Pascal here appears in a robe of English worthy of himself. The 
translator has entered thoroughly into the conceptions of his author; 
and he conveys these with life and simplicity, in a style of artless, yet 
fascinating eloquence. The style is so transparent, that our interest is 
never checked by obscurity; and so chaste is it, that it never attracts 
attention to itself, but is lost and forgotten in the obift<5,t» \^ T«^^»la« 
From henceforth, we have no doubt \t m\\,m\.\ivi ciWWsto^^'^^'issai&'^iaA 
standard translation of PaacaL^^ — Lowe's Ediit^urgh. Maua«xi^A» 



18 LIST OF WORKS PUB1.I8HED BT 

1II«€RIE— I<ire of ThomM lll«€rie, ]> J». 

Author of the "Life of John Knox/* By Thomas M'Crie, D.D., 
Edmburgh. Demy 8yo, cloth, 9a, 

** Seldom is it that the life of a Christian pastor and of a man of lite- 
rature presents so much in variety of incident to keep up the interest of 
the narration. The reader of this work will feel little inclined to rise 
from its perusal till he hath devoured it in toio; for as you proceed you 
feel a renewed relish for the repMt,^'*— Christian Instructor. 

IVIACFARIjAN— Bible Tempemnce and Present Duty. 

Addressed particularly to Office-bearers and Members of the Free 
Church. By Duncan Macfarlan, D.D., Renfrew. 12mo, sd., Is. 
" Dr Macfarlan illustrates, with ^reat clearness and success, the doc- 
trine of Scripture with respect to wines and strong drink. His practical 
conclusions embrace much solid and important tTuth.^* —Scottish Ottar- 
dian. 

HIIIjIjER— First Impressions of England and its People. 

By Hugh Miller. Second Edition, post 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

** Straightforward and earnest in style, rich and varied in matter, 
these * First Impressions * will add another laurel to the wreath which 
Mr Miller has already won for himself .^^ — Westminster Jteview, 

iniljJiER— Scenes and IjeiKends of the North of Scotland. 

By Hugh Miller. Foolscap 8vo, price 7s. 6d. 

lUIljKiKR— The Old Red Sandstone; 

Or, New Walks in an Old Field. By Hugh Miller. With Plates 
and Geological Sections. Third Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

** The excellent and lively work of our meritorious self-taught coun- 
tryman — Mr Hugh Miller. This work is as admirable for the clearness 
of its descriptions, and the sweetness of its composition, as for the 
purity and gracefulness which pervade it." — Edinburgh Review, 

**A geological work has appeared, small in size; unpretending in 
spirit and manner; its contents the conscientious and accurate ntbration 
of fact; its style the beautiful simplicity of truth; and altogether pos- 
sessing, for a rational reader, an interest superior to that of a novel — 
* The Old Red Sandstone,' by Hugh Miller."— 2>r ./. Ft/e Smith. 

" This admirable work evinces talent of the highest order, a deep and 
healthful moral feeling, a perfect command of the finest language, and 
a beautiful union of philosophy and poetry.'* — SUliman'^s American 
Journal of Science. 

nilNIATIJRE SJBRIES OF INTERKSTINO NARRA- 
TIVES. Uniform in size, price Id. each. 

1. Illustrative Incidents : — I. Who would not Pray ? II. Who 

would Delay ? By the late Rev. John Macdonald, Calcutta. 

2. Grace Abounding; or. The Conversion of Bapu Mazda at 

Bombay. By the Rev. Dr Wilson. 

3. Early Grace; or, The Death-bed of J. B. 

4. The Profligate's Dream. A True Narrative. By Mrs MarshalL 
.5. The Flower Transplanted. A Brief Memoir of Mary Boyd. 

6. Muckle Kate : A Tradition of Lochcarron. By the Rev. T. 

M. Eraser, Free Church, Yester. 
By the same Author. 

7. hake Hevwood, the Soldier of Fort-George. 

B. The H^hland Kitcheo-Maid; an Incident iiv the Idfe of Mr 
Hector M'PhaiL 
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nBIIiLIiE-4iolitnde Sweetened. 

By James Meikle. With a Biographical Sketch of the Author. 
Ninth Edition, foolscap 8yo, cloth, 3s. 

nEJnOIR OF JANE lOARTlN 

And her Little Brother. By a Lady, 18mo, 6d. 

'* Here we have the life of a lovely girl most heautifully written. No 
Sunday scholar can read this little book without wishing to be as holy 
in life and as happy in death as this dear child.** — Sunday Scholar 
Magaeine, 

niTCHEljIi— Prospects of Union to the Dirided Children 

of Zion. Considered in Relation to the Present State of the Church 
of the Redeemer. Together with a Short Address on the Death 
of the late Dr Chalmers. By the Rev. W. Mitchell, Portobello. 
Second Edition, with Portrait* cf Calvin and Chalmers, foolscap 
8vo, sewed, Is. 

miSSIONARY RECORDS. 

1. Home and Foreign Missionary Record of the Free Church of 
Scotland, Published on the 1st of each month. Unstamped, 1^. 

— Stamped, for post, 2jd. 

2. Children *s Missionary Record of the Free Church of Scotland. 
Unstamped, O^d., or 3s. 6d. per 100. Stamped, for post, Ud. 

IIIONTH£.ir STATEITIENT. 

Published by authority of the Sustentation Committee of the Free 
Church of Scotland. One halfpenny— per 100, 3s. 6d. 

jnOVLEIjEjf jr. ]>•— An Historical and Critical Tlew of the 

Speculative Philosophy of Euroi)e in the Nineteenth Century. By 
J. D. Morell, A.M. Second Edition, greatly enlarged, and with 
full Explanatory Notes and References to Original Authorities. 
Two vols. 8vo, cloth, £1, 4s. 

" For the first tune, England receives a history of philosophy, in 
which the most recent speculations of Germany and France are taken 
up conjointly; a work which sets itself the task of tracing the systeran 
accordmg to the idea of development and progress, and which handles 
its subjects with a perspicuity such as the Englishman asks for and 
needs." — Dr Tkoluek, in the Literarischer Anzeiger, 

** We have seldom read an author who can make such lucid convey- 
ance of his thoughts, and these never of light or slender quality, but 
substantial and deep as the philosophy with wMch he deals.'*— />r 
ChalmerSy in the North Britith Review, 

iHO REE«E«, jr. ]>.--On the Philosophical Tendencies of the Age ; 

Being Four Lectures delivered at Edinburgh and Glasgow, in 
January 184H. By J. D. Morell, A.M. Demy Bvo, cloth, 5s. 6d. 

IVlOREIili, THOIKIAS— For whom is Christian Baptism 

Designed ? A New Dissertation on an Old Controversy. With an 
Especial Reference to the Reasonings contained in Dr Halley's 
Seventh Lecture on the Sacraments. To which is added^ a Brief 
Inquiry into the Mode of AdmioiBtexm^VXiA vit^aMMiRfc, '^^'\>osswffl^ 
Morell, Foolscap 8vo, cloth, ^. Q^ 
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mtOODY STlJART-]>eatli-A«4 IIc«ms. 

By the Rev. A. Moody Stuart, Edmburgh. Third Edition, ]8mo, 
cloth, 6d. 

'* There are four characters here represented in the hour of death— 
The Antinomian, the Reprobate, the Drunkafd, the Penitent; and of 
each of these a Tery strikmg delineation is presented.'** — Watchman. 

IHOODT tiTIJART— Irdaad Open to the OospeL 

Containing a Report to the Commission of the Free Church of 
Scotland by the Committee appointed to Inquire into the Religious 
State of Ireland. By the Rey. A. Mooay Stuart, Edinburgh. 
Foolscap 8to, sewed, 6d. 

inoOD'V STUART— An Inquiry into the Character of the 

Present Educational Connexion between the Free Church and 
Government. By the Rev. A. Moody Stuart, Edinbuigh. 8vo, 
sewed, Is. 6d. 

NB WTON -Cardlphonia; 

Or, Utterance of the Heart, in the Course of a Real Correspondence. 
By the late Rev. John Newton, Vicar of Olnev. With an Intro- 
ductory Essay, by David Russell, D.D., Dundee. Foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, with Portrait, 3s. 
*»* This edition is printed on a large clear type, and with Dr Russell^s 

admirable Essay, may be regarded as the mMt complete and elegant 

edition of this valuable work. 

NEWTOIV— Twenty-fire liOtters. 

By the Rev. John Newton. Nov for the first Htm published. With 
a Prefatory Note, by the Rev. John Hunter, A.M. Third Edition, 
IBmo, cloth, Is. 
*' Written in a style which is at once easy, graceful, and engaging. 
Those who possess the other works of Newton will do well to add to 
them the Letters now published.** — Witness, 
nriCHOIi -Neptnne. 

An Exposition and a History; being a Critical Account of the Dis- 
covery of the New Planet, by J. P. Nichol, LL.D., Professor of 
Astronomy in the University of Glasgow. In post 8vo, with Plates, 
58. 6d. 
" Those who wish to know the labour and talent employed in the ^' 
covery, as well as the merits of rival discoverers, must read this truly 
popular and philosophical work — a work so plain that a child may un- 
derstand it, and so profound that the ablest astronomer may learn much 
from it,*' — Glasgow Examiner. 
NICHOIi-The Stellar Unirerset 

Views of its Arrangement, Motions, and Evolutions, by J. P. Nichol, 
LL.D., Professor of Astronomy in the University of Glasgow. In 
foolscap 8vo,with Plates, gilt edges and sides. Forming an elegant 
Present. 58, 6d. 

♦»* This work is intended as the first cfa Popular Series on astronomi- 
cal subjects. 
** As a guide-book to descry all that man canknowof theflrmaxnental 
glories in their endless number and variety, whether in the thick of the 
Milky Way, or amid the still remoter skies, where firmament appears 
on Armament, with many-coloured suns and systems — there is not such 
Another popular exposition known m o\w, ox WM X^v^ajwci,"— iVof<A 
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IVICHOIi — Thoughts on some Importaiit Points relattuK 

to the System of the World, by J. P. Nkhol, LL.D., Profeasor of 
Astronomy in the University of Glasgow. Second Edition, re- 
yised and enlarged. In post 8yo, with new Plates. lOs. 6d. 

** Dr Nichol has so grouped around his leading idea a galaxy of 
scientific inference and lofty speculation, as to make his work the most 
thoroughly readable of its kind we haye met with for a long time.'' — 
Olobe, 

'* It is rich in eloquence, and most eminently successiiil in its scien- 
tific illustrations.'' — Atlcu, 

NICKOIj— Contemplations on the Solar System; 

With an Account of the Discoyery of the New Planet Neptune. 

By J. P. Nichol, LL.D., Professor of Astronomy in the Uniyersity 

of Glasgow. Third Edition. In post 8yo, cloth, with numerous 

Plates. lOs. 6d. 
" Its excellencies are of the highest kind, and the most seemingly ab- 
struse points are made perfectly clear to an attentive examination." — 
Spectator. 

" The work before us may be regarded as embodying not only an elo- 
quent exposition of the Solar System, but as possessing the additional 
value of a treatise upon astro-theology.** — Scottish Ouardian, 

IVICnOlj— TIews of the Architecture of the Heavens. 

By J. P. Nichol, LL.D., Professor of Astronomy in the University 
of Glasgow. In post 8yo, with twenty-one Plates, and many Cuts, 
lOs. 6d. 
" One of the most interesting expositions of the most stupendous and 
soul-subduing subject that ever came under our notice." — Spectator, 

" This is a popular, elegant, and beautifully illustrated exposition of 
the recent astonishing discoveries in the science of astronomy." — Leeds 
Mercury. 

NIXOIV— Sixty-one Pleas for Sahbath-hreakinjK Answered ^ 

And an Appeal to Various Classes regarding the Sanctification of 
the Lord's-day. By William Nixon, Minister of Free St. John's, 
Montrose. Demy 8vo, 6d. 
** Remarkably full, comprehensive, and minute; meeting every point 
of assault, and furnishing a defence."— ^r«e Church Magazine* 

ORPHANS OF lilSSAU, 

And other Narratives, immediately connected with Jewish Customs, 
Domestic and Religious; with Explanatory Notes. By the Author 
of ** Emma de lissau," " Sophia de Lissau," &c. A New Edition, 
Revised. With a Recommendatory Preface, by John Wilson, D.D., 
Free Church Missionary, Bombay. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 58. 

PASSAGES IN THE I^IPE OF AN ENOIilSH HEIRESS ; 

Or, Recollections of Disruption Times in Scotland. Post 8vo, 
cloth, 10s. 6d« 

'* This admirable book will be extensively read, both in England and 
Scotland, and through it valuable and important truths will be conveyed 
to the minds of multitudes who are still imperfectly informed upon some 
of the most momentous events which ever took place in this country." — 
Northern Warder, 

•* This is a remarkable book; a cettAin tttft^ota. «ai\.V3ftsstox^^^ *:^^x 
in the dialogue portions especuiXly, iorraxV» «^ OMBXta. «b.\ ^3MK«a5®ssto.V* 
it ''-^North Brvtith MaU. 
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PATERSOIf—A Concise System of Theology. 

Being the Shorter Catechigm of the Westminster Assembly of 
Divines Analyzed and Explained. By A. S. Paterson, A.M. With 
a Paper on the History and Arrangement of the Shorter Cate- 
chism, by Duncan Macfarlan, D.D. Fifth Edition, 18mo, cloth, 
It. 6d. 
\* Recommended by the Education Committee to Teachers for peru- 
sal and study. 

" The author^s plan is to give an analysis and scriptural proofs of each 
answer in the Catechism ; then to explain it more at large by references 
to other corresponding passages of Scripture; and finally, to gire the 

f>ractical inferences. The whole evidences great research, care, and 
abour. It is thoroughly scriptural, and altogether the best help to the 
study of the Catechism we have ever seen. We strongly recommend it 
to the attention of Sabbath-school teachers, and to the Christian public 
at large."— i$cot<uA Guardian. 

RETITJJLil OF THE EIGHTEENTH CEIVTURIT, with 

Sermons by Whitefield. Compiled from original MSS. by Duncan 
Macfarlan, D.D., Renfrew. Demj 12mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

ROBERTSON — History of the mission of the Secession 

Church to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. By Rev. James 

Robertson, Portsburgh Church, Edinburgh. Foolscap 8yo, cloth, 

price 3s. 6d. 

** A full account of a most important mission, which will be read with 

pleasure and profit by Christians of all denominations.^* — Aberdeen 

£anner, 

** A valuable contribution to the great cause of Christian Evangeliza- 
tion." — Missionary Chronicle. 

ROIVTON— The l¥idower*s Counsellor and Comforter. 

By the Rev. Nathaniel Rowton, Coventry. With a Preface, by the 
Rev. John Angell James. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 28. 6d. 

'* The volume is one which we can warmly recommend to those for 
whose benefit it is designed. They must feel that they need consolation — 
here they will find a guide to the true source of comfort; and that they 
need coutt^el also — here they will find advice marked by practical wis- 
dom and affectionate sympathy. Mr James* preface is worthy of his 
pen; and, having said that, we need not add that it greatly increases the 
worth of this interesting little book." — Watehman, 
SAVINO FAITH, 

As laid down in the Word of God, and maintained in the Confes- 
sions of the Reformed Churches. Being a series of works by the 
following authors:— John Anderson, D.D., S.T.P., United States; 
Rev. Ebenezer Erskine of Stirling ; Rev. William Cudworth of 
Norwich. Foolscap 8yo, cloth, 4s. 

SHAW — An Exposition, Doctrinal and Practical, of the 

Westminster Confession of Faith. By the Rev. Robert Shaw, 
Whitburn. With a Preface, by the Rev. W. M. Hethcrington, 
LL.D., St Andrews. Second Edition, fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" We rejoice to see the Confession of F^th republished in the present 
form, introduced in an able essay by the highly talented historian of the 
Scottish Church, and illustrated with such judicious, terse, and compre- 
henaive notes aa to render it a complete compend. ot Pieab^terian theo 
Ajgr, ''--Morder Watch. 
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SBfiillEOIVS FOR SABBATH ETBNINOS. 

By Ministers of the Free Church of Scotland. With Introductory 
Remarks, by Hugh Miller. Foolscap 870, cloth extra, 5s. 

SEBIUOIVS. 

Anderson's (Rev. J. R.) Two Sermons preached on Sacramental 

Occasions. Foolscap ovo, 6d. 
Brace's (Rev. John) Funeral Sermon on Dr Abercrombie. Demy 

8vo, Third Edition, 6d. 
Bruce's (Rev. John) Funeral Sermon on Rev. Dr Chalmers. Demy 

8vo, Third Kdition, 6d. 
Buchanan's (Rev. Dr) Warning against Popery. Foolscap 8vo, 

Second Edition, 6d. 
Oandli8hV(Rev. Dr) John Knox, his Time and Work. Foolscap 

8vo, Second Edition, 6d. 
Candlish's (Rev. Dr) Principle of Free Inquiry and Private Judg- 
ment. Demy ^tvo, Fifth Edition, 6d. 
Couper's (Rev* David) Two Discourses on the Death of Dr Chal- 
mers. Demy 8vo, 6d. 
Gemmeirs (Rev. John) Funeral Sermon on Dr Chalmers. Demy 

8vo, 6d. 
McMillan's (Rev. John) Sermon preached on the Opening Sabbath 

of 1848. DemySvo, 6d. 
Sieveright's (Rev. Dr) Sermon at Opening of Free Synod of Fife. 

Demy 8vo, 3d. 
Smyth's (Rev. Dr) Claims of the Free Church upon American 

Christians. Demy 8vo, 6d. 
Sprague's (Rev. Dr) Funeral Sermon on Dr Chalmers. Demy 

8vo, 6d. 
Thomson's (Rev. John) Sabbath Legislation. Demy r2mo, 3d. 
Tasker's (Rev. W.) Funeral Sermon on Rev. Dr Chalmers. Demy 

8vo, 6d. 
Wallace's (Rev. J. A.) Funeral Sermon on Rev. Dr Chalmers. 

Demy 8vo, 6d. 

SIIUPSOIV— The Banner of the Covenant % 

Or, Historical Notices of some of the Scottish Martyrs whose Lives 
and Sufferings have not hitherto been sketched in a separate form. 
By the Rev. Robert Simpson, Sanquhar. 18mo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" The * Banner of the Covenant' is an admirable book to be put into 
the hands of the young. It supplies faithful accounts of the principles, 
character, and sufferings of the Scots Worthies — men who loved not 
their lives unto the death, and the lustre of whose piety, brightened by 
severe trials, shall shine with increasing splendour to future generations. 
AU who desire to witness the wider diffusion of the testimony of Jesus, 
and to imbue the minds of the rising generation with right and enlarged 
views of true religion, and with the spirit of the martyr-confessors, 
should regard it as a sacred duty to promote its circulation. — Monitor 
and Missionary Chronicle. 

SimPSON— Traditions of the Covenanters ^ 

Or, Gleanings among the Mountains. By the Rev. Robert Simp* 
son, Sanquhar. A New Edition, complete in One Volume, fcap. 
8vo, cloth, 5s. 
" A new and improved edition, well got up, and very cheap, of a most 
entertaining and instructive volume, which exhibits in a remarkable 
manner, the romance of real life in the ^2^3% <ii ^^^^\i«^^:^-^^saassiO 
— EvangelicaX MagaaiM. 
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HinPSON— The Times of CtererhmMe; 

Or, Sketches of the Persecution. By the Rev. R. Simpson, San- 
quhar. 18mo, cloth, 2k 6d. 

** It depicts yeiy faithfully the trials, consolations, and delirerances 
of our persecuted fathers; and is well worthy of being put into the 
hands oi old and young in the present generation. Few works, indeed, 
will be perused with greater profit in the present time.^ — Banntr of 
Ulster, 

SmiAIilj— Sonf^ of the Tineyard, 

In Days of Gloom and Sunshine. By the Rey. J. G. Small, 
Author of " The Highlands, The Scottish Martyrs,*' &;c. 18mo, 
sewed, 6d. ; cloth, gilt edges, 9d. 
" Twenty-seren short poems, all referring to one or other of the cir- 
cumstances of that vineyard of which Jehovah represents himself as the 
Keeper. Any one who wishes to put into his waistcoat pocket devo- 
tional poetry enough to occupy his mind ten or twelve hours, will find 
this pretty little volume suited to his purpose.'* — BaptiH Magatine, 

8T1JRRO€K~The Duties of Secret Reiif^ion, lllaatrated 

From the Records of Christian Experience. By the Rev. D. A. 
Sturrock, Midholm. 18mo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" Mr Sturrock's little volume embraces the subjects of * Searching 
the Scrij)tures — Spiritual Meditation — Self-Ezamination — Persona? 
Covenanting — Secret and Ejaculatory Prayer.' They are treated with 
great ability, and breathe a spirit in beautiful harmony with the topics 
handled. Each of the essays contains * apples of gold in pictures of 
silver.' We beg to tender our thanks to the author for his excellent 
contribution to our practical and experimental theology, and earnestly 
counsel our readers to furni^ themselves with the work." — Scottish 
Congregational Magaaine, 

SlTIiTAN'S Series of Pictorial Hand-booics for Toarists, 

with Maps by Wyld, and Illustrations by Thomas and Edward 
Gilks. 

Already Pvhlished, 

JPictorial Haad-Booic to the Eualish Ijakes; with copioas 

Tables of Distances, Heights of Mountains, Falls, &c. Foolscap 

Bvo, cloth, 5s. 
" This is the most complete guide for the Tourist to the Lakes which 
has come under our notice." — Critic, 
" Complete in every respect." — Literary OoMtte, 

Pictorial BhiBd-Book to the Clyde, aad Kl^aterlag Places in 

its Vicinity, including Greenock, Gourock, Helensburgh, Dunoon, 
Largs, Milport, Rothesay, &c. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6(1. 
" Exceedingly well written and accurate in its description, prettily 

illustrated, and altogether very tastily got up This hand-book 

ought to be in the pocket of every one who desires really to enjoy a few 
days' wandering about the Clyde and its watering-places." — Edinburgh 
JSve7iing Post. 

In Preparation. 

Pictorial Hand-Bool& to Arraa, and Watcrliur Places of the 

Clyde. 

Pictorial Hand-Book to liOch Ijomond* lioch Katrinet aad 

the Trossachs. 

JPJetarial Mtaad'BonU to Caledonian CanaL Nnmcrons Ulns- 

tmtionB of the Falls. Lochs, lioontaanB^ '&\uma, 6;a. on the 
Jioute, 
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TBORRURN-Tho l^lrlmcly Pi«Msribe4 method Imr the 

e^ry^^^mt Af tJu» Clernr, the Ordinances of Religion, and the Poor. 
Written for, and partian^ »oaii ai, the Monthly Conference of the 
Free Presbytery of Edinburgh, Wednesday, September 2, 1846. 
By the Rev. David Thorbum, M.A., Minister of South Leith Free 
Church. Demy 8yo, Is. 6d. 

** A very able treatise on an important subject, by a writer of talent, 
and learmng, and research. He makes out a strong case.^*— »ScottuA 
OiMrdian, 

TRACTS. 

Address to Theological Students from Baxter^ Reformed Pastor, ke. 

Demy 8yo, 4d. 
Anderson^s (Rey. J.R.) "I am not a Hypocrite.^* 0|d., or 3s. 6d. per 

100. 
Anderson^s (Rey. J. R.) Word of Counsel to Distressed Souls. OH. 

or 38. 6d. per 100. 
Antidote to Morisonianism. OJd., or 38. 6d. per 100. 
Buckingham's (J. S.) Appeal to the British Nation on the Greatest 

Reform yet to be Accomplished. Id., or 7s. per 100. 
Bum's (Rey. W., Kilsyth) Essay and Address on Family Worship. 

18mo, 2d. 
Dod's (Rev. 8. O.) Master- Vice of the Times; or. The Eyils and 

Causes of Intemperance; with Suggestions for its Preyention. 

Demy 12mo, Hd. 
Historical and Chronolo^cal Order of the Bible. 18mo, 4d. 
" O Mother, Dear Jerusalem.'' 12mo, Id., or 78. per 100. 
Railway Tracts. Particularly adapted for distribution among Rail- 

way Labourers. Each, Is. b'd. per 100. 
No. 1. The First Death. 
No. 2. The Bible and the Sinner. 
No. 3. Just Wages. 

No. 4. Do you Believe in the Son of God? 
Repentance unto Life granted unto the Gentiles. Letter from Three 

Converts of the Free Church Mission, Madras, going forth as Mis- 
sionaries. OJd., or 3s. 6d. per 100. 
Rochat's (Rev. A.) Letter on Leighton. I2mo, 0^, or 38. 6d. per 

100. 
Scheme of the Crontroversy on Baptism. 18mo, Id. 
Stark's Epitome of Holy Scripture. I8mo, Id. 
Tract for the Times, 1844. Demy 8yo, 2d. 

Tracts on thb Mabitbs and Coyenantebs, viz. : — 



No. 

I. Patrick Hamilton. 
George Wishart. 
Walter MUl. 

4. James Guthrie. 

5. Blair, Rutherford, and Dickson. 
Hugh M'Kail. 
Spence, Carstares, and Jetyis- 

wood. 
John Brown of Prlettbill. 
Andrew HIslop. 

10. Muirhead of lloqjtton. 

11. Harlcnets, Clarlc, and M'Ewan. 

12. Daniel M'Michael 
13 Marquis of Argyll. 



2 
3. 



6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 



No. 
U. The Disruption of 1662. 

15. Johnston of Warriston. 

16. The Bothwell Bridge PriiODen. 

17. John Welsh. 

18. Hume and Cameron. 

19. Isobel Alison and Marion Hanrie. 

20. James Glendinning. 

21. Lays of the Covenanters, No. 1. 
2i. Covenanters* Sacrament. 

23. Lays of the Covenanters, No. 1.' 

24. Christian Logan and her Daugh- 

ter. 

25. De Foe's Summary of the Suffer. 

ings of the Covenanters. 



• * 



Complete Sets (one of ectchL in padxte, 6d, ; nwUt^ (2oue u^ v^ 
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TWBB]»IB~CalTlM sad Scrretm. 

The Reformer's Share in the Trial of Michael S«riroK« ii«,A-*i*^v 
Ascertained. From thf> P«>si«k. wtcn Notes and Additions. By 
the Rev. W. K. Tweedie, Edinburgh. Fcap. Byo, cloth, 38. 6d. 

" This Tolnme comprises, in a brief compass, matter of large extent 
and much Talue. All who desire to acquire full information, and to 
form an impartial iudgment on the chapter of ecclesiastical history. of 
which it treats, should feel bound to give it an attentiye perusal.'*— 
Watchman, 

TWEEDIE— Th« Atonemeiit 

Of Christ the Hope of his People. By the Rev. W. K. Tweedit, 
Edmburgh. Third Edition, 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

" Everything has been excluded except what was needful to exhibit 
the truth' of God in its simplest form. It is, therefore, of a nature en- 
tirely practical and devotional; and, as sucn, it is calculated to prove 
extensively useful.'' — Aberdeen Joumal. 

T WEEI>IE— The Sacrament of Baptimi s 

Its Nature, Design, and Obligations. By the Rev. W. K. Tweedie, 

Edinburgh. Second Edition, 18mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

" A masterly treatise, containing a full and scriptural view of the holy 

ordinance of baptism. The author gives a most sound and judicious 

deliverance on the various controverted points on this subject." — Fife 

tSentinU, 

fVBIB— A Practical System of English Orammar, founded 

On Principles according to those of the Anglo-Saxon or Primitive 
English Ton^e. Copious Exercises adapted to the Present Mode 
of Teaching m Schools and Academies. By A. Weir, Kilmarnock. 
Foolscap 8vo, bound, 3s. 6d. 

' " This work is obviously the result of much and careful study, directed 
by acute investigation and enthusiasm in connexion with the subject in 
hand. It will be a useful school-book ; but for the convenience of the 
private student its real value will be much greater." — Glasgow CUizeiu 

WlIililSON— Afflicted man's Companion. 

By the Rev. John Willison, with a Memoir, demy 12mo, cloth. 
Is. 6d. 

IVIIiSON— Four Sermons to Children. 

By Daniel Wilson, D.D., Bishop of Calcutta. 32mo, clotb. Is. 

^nriilE— A Journey over the Region of Fulfilled Prophecy. 

By the Rev. J. A. Wylie. Second Edition, with a Map and Wood- 
cuts, 18mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

An instructive, trustAvorthy, and interesting book, on a subject 
ch can never cease to be interesting." — British Quarterly Review. 

irOVNO COOK'S ASSISTANT; 

Being a Selection of Economical Receipts and Directions, adapted 
to the Use of Families in the Middle Rank of Life. Edited by a 
Clergyman's Daughter. Sixth Thousand, with Frontispiece, 18mo, 
cloth. Is. 6d. 

" All who desiderate excellent and plun cooking— and their name is 
legion — ought to have this work. Mistresses will find it an incalculable 
saving to bestow it afl a gift upon their servants." — Kelso Warder. 
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FOUfiTH YEAR'S iSSUE 

or 

THE CHEAP PUBLICATION SCHEME 



OPTHI 



FEEE OHUEOH OF SCOTLAND, 

From May 1847 to May 1848. 



The Committee of the Publication Scheme hare now to announce, 
that, in consequence of the pecuniary depression which at present pre- 
vails throughout the country, as well as other causes which will be more 
l)articularly explained in the Annual Report to the next General Assem- 
bly, they hare resolved to modify their scale of publishing during this 
the Fourth Year of their proceedings. Two Volumes, therefore, vriil 
be issued instead of four, while the Annual Subscription will be limited 
to Half-a-Urown ; and it is hoped, that this temporary accommodation, 
which has been made to suit the present emergencies, will not only be 
considered as expedient, but received with acceptance by the Church. 

These Volumes, which will be issued, the first in February and the 
second in May, will consist of 

1. Willison's Afflicted Man's Companion; and 

2. Sketches of the Life and Labours of Whitefield. 

The following Works have already been published in the Series, viz :— . 

1 . Select Practical Writings of John Knox, . Demy Timo. 

2. The Trial and Triumph of Faith, by Samuel Ruther- 

ford, Professor of Divinity in the University of 

St. Andrews, ..... do. 

3. Select Practical Writings of Robert Traill, . do. 

4. Memoirs of Veltcb, Hogg, Erskine, and Carstares, do. 

5. Fleming on the Fulfilling of Scripture. VoL I. do. 

6. Select Practical Writings of David Dickson, . do. 

7. Life of Alexander Henderson, by the late Thomas 

M*Crie, D.D.; also. Life of James Guthrie, by, 

the Editor ; with Specimens of their Writings, " do. 

8. Select Extracts for the Young, chiefly from Old 

Authors, ..... Royal 32mo. 

9. Memoirs of the Life of Rev. Thomas Halyburton, 

Professor of Divinity in the University of St 

Andrews, with Frontispiece. . . Demy l2mow 

10 and 11. Sketches of Scottish Church History, em- 
bracing the period £:om the Reformation to the 
Revolution, by the Rev. Thomas M*Crie, two 
vols., each with Frontispiece, ... do. 

12. The Revivals of the Eighteenth Century, particu- 
larly at Cambuslang, with Three Sermons by the 
Rev. George Whitefield, taken in Shorthand. 
Compiled from original manuscripts and contem- 
porary publications, by the Rev. Duncan M*Far- 
lan, D.D., Renfrew; with Frontispiece, . do. 

Each of these Volumes contains about 320 pages 12mo, handsomely 
bound in cloth, and are supplied to Subscribers at one shilling peb 
VOLUME, payable in advance. 

•»* This Scheme was i^D^e first projected for supplying valuable Works 
at an unprecedentedly low price; and although the plan has been adopted 
by numerous competitors, these Volumes axe «tUl ^\i^ ^VkRSb:^'^!^ Kj&s»^ 
to the Public. 



MONTHLY SERIES OF TEACTS, 

ISSUED BT THE CHEAP PUBLICATION COMMITTEE OF I'HE 
FREE CHUEOH OF SOOTLAIO). 

Each Tract oontainixig 8 pages Demy 8yo, Price 2b. 6d. 

per 100. 



Already Pvhluhed — 



MBQIAraiCAL 



No. No. 

1. Patrick Hamilton. 2. 
3. Groups of Worthies. 

5. G«orge Wish^t. 4. 

7. John Welsh, part I. 

8. John Welsh, part 2. 6. 

9. John Welsh, part 3. 10. 

11. John Welsh, part 4. 14. 

12. A Living Epistle. 16. 

13. Robert Bruce, part 1. 19. 
15. Robert Bruce, part 2. 21. 

17. Andrew Melville, part L 23. 

18. Other Living Epistles. 25. 
20. Andrew Melville, part 2. 27. 
22. The Simsons, parts 1 and 2. 28. 
24. The Simsons, part 3. 30. 
26. John Livingston, part 1. 
29. John Livingston, part 2. 32. 
31. John Livingston, part 2 cmi- 34. 

clvded, 

33. Robert Blair, part 1. 36. 

35. Robert Blair, part 2. 38. 

37. Stevenson M*GiU, D.D. 40. 

39. David Welsh, D.D. 42. 

4l. Thos. Chalmers, D.D., LL.D. 44. 
43. Thomas Chalmers, D.D., LLD., 

part 2. 
45. Thomas Chalmers, D.D., LLJ)., 

concluding part, 

*^* The above, assorted in Packets, each containing 100 of either 
the Biographical or Miscellaneous Series, price 38. 



MISeEUAKOIS. 

A Pathway into the Holy 

Scriptures. 
The Strait Gate and the Nai^ 

row Way. 
Jehovah-shallom. 
Hephzi-bah. 

A Beacon to Backsliders. 
A Call to Prayer. 
The Mount of God. 
I love the Bible. 
Christian Stewardship. 
An Accusing Conscience. 
The Sin of the Age. 
Arise, call upon thy God. 
The Purposes of God and the 

Responsibility of Man. 
The Weekly Sabbath. 
The Visitations of God upon 

the Land. 
The Lord's Day. 
The Lambs of the Flock. 
The New Year. 
A Church in the House. 
Reuben. 



PUBLICATIONS 

OVTBV 

NEW GENERAL ATLAS AND SCHOOL MAP COMPANY OF SCOTLAND 

COMPRISING 

LIBRARY AND SCHOOL ATLASES; COLLEGE, SCHOOL, 
TRAVELLING, AND ROAD MAPS. 



In Folio f Half -hound Russia or Morocco j 
Price £10, 10«., 

THE PHYSICAL ATLAS, 

k SERIES OF HAPS AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF 

THE GEOaRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF NATURAL PHENOMENA, 

BMBRACINO 

I. OEOUBT. I III. METEOIOLOOTi 

II. HYDUORAPIir. I IV. lATURAL HISTOIT. 

BY 

ALEXANDER KEITH JOHNSTON, F.R.G.S., 

Geognpher at Edinbui;rii In Oxdinazy to her Majesbrj Honoraiy Member of the 
Geographical Sode^, BerUn; and Editor of '^The National Atlu;" 

WITH THE CO-OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE OP MEN EMINENT 
IN THE DIFFERENT DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE. 

DBDICATBD TO THB 

BARON ALEX. VON HUMBOLDT, 

At whole niggeetion the W'orii waa originally andertaken. 

An^ of the FOUR DIVISIONS may be had separately, half-hound 
Russia or Morocco, at the following prices : — 

I. GEOLOGY, 10 Maps and Letterpress, £i 14 6 

II. HYDROGRAPHY, 6 ... ... 2 8 

IIL METEOROLOGY, 5 ... ... 1 17 6 

IV. NATURAL HISTORY, 9 ... ... 4 5 6 



IBrought up to the Period of Publication.} 
In imperial folio, half-bound Russia, price £8, 8s., 

THE NATIONAL ATLAS 

or 

ffienrral, <!Dommmial, anU ^olititaX <5froffrap!n?, ConatrarteU 

from ti)f most Iflecent ant) ^uttenttc Sources. 

By Alexander Keith Johnston, F.R.G.S. 

Impressions from Plates, Parts 1 to 10 already published, each lOs. 

Lithographed Impression, outlined, Parts 1 to 10 already published, 

each, 58. 

^* These Editions ^ ill be completed in Fifteen Parts, each Part cotv.- 
taining Three Maps or Letterpress, and "wVXV.\>^ ^•^x^iX:) <iwxs^<i\ft^ 



Johnriom' InitiMtoiT AUm, 4b}, 2i. . .11 
Libnrr Atlu, folio, sloth, 8b. 6d. . .39 

School AttB», 4to, cloth, 6«. . .33 

ClauiCBl Atlu, roj»l Bto, cloth, la. . 21 

II.— JskHneBS* OsUagB aad Hch*al IHbp«_1si Skhth 



5. Amc« 

6. Amsrick 

7. Engluid 
tl. SootlBDd 
9. Irekod 

10. Cuiun and Palesliiw 



Pria <tf Meh Map : — 

Sheets, Coloured, Bi. 
RoUen, UDianiiBbed, lOa. 
, VMnisbed, ISk 



.._.h'BlacV Siard, £7, 17>. 6± 
Cunan and Paleatme, lepaiatel;, on Rollers, TamiBhed, Si. 6d. 

Fig. B. (Stud.) 





lll^^«hut*u> CallcBc Bad Sck*ol Btmr»~-2it SbWB 

r Sheets Colonred, 8b. 

Bollen, UnTuniahed, Ilk. 
[ , Viniubed, 1&. 



IT*— Globes in Stand. 

School Globes, 30 inches in diameter, 

12 inches terrestrial, 

12 inches celestial. 



£8 


8 





2 








2 









THE BIBLES, TESTAMENTS, AND PSALM-BOOKS, 

Published by the Free Bible Press Compant, Coldstreaii, are 
recommended to the notice of the Public, as being the Cheapest ever 
published. 

The different Editions comprise the following Types and Sises :^ 

BIBLES. 

Family or Pulpit Bible, with Brown^s Marginal References and Patter- 
son^s Notes, Pica, royal quarto. 

Small Pica, royal Sro, with References. 

Small Pica, demy Sro. 

Nonpareil, 12mo, with Various Readings. 

Nonpareil, 12mo, School Bible. 

Pearl, 24mo, with References. 

Ruby, 24mo. 

Pearl, 24mo. 

TESTAMENTS. 
Small Pica, demy 8yo. 
Brevier, 12mo, School Testament. 
Minion, 18mo. 
Pearl, 32mo. 
Diamond, 48mo. 



PSALM-BOOKS. 



Small Pica, 18mo. 
Diamond, 48mo. 



%* Kept in all the different styles of Binding. 



JOHNSTONE'S 
PIGTGRIAL LIBRARY FOR THE YOUNG. 



Demy 16mo^ doth, prioe 2m. 6d., the First Vodume of the aboye Series, 

A8T0RY OFTHE SEASONS, 

By H. G. ADAMS, 
'., Author of " The Poetry of Flowers," &c., &c., &c. 

Illustrated from Original Designs, by M. Claxton, &c. 
Engrayed by Thomas Giles. 

The object of this Pictorial Series of Works for the Young yrill be to 
present Illustrated narrations of subjects descriptiye of the 

NATURAL HISTORY OF CREATION, 

Alternately with Stories from the Sacred Volume; the whole 

forming a little 

LIBRARY OF IN8TR0CTI0R, 

In a form calculated to interest the Yoimg. 

THE "PICTORIAL LIBRAET FOR THE YOUNG"' 

Will be handsomely printed, and Illustrated with beautiful Engrayings 

on Wood, by 

THOMAS GILKS, 

r»OM ORAWiirot bt 

MARSHALL CLAXTON, J. GILBERT, E. GILKS, D. H. M^EWAN 

AMD OTBBB BMIRBnT ABTIBTt. 

A STORY OF TBDB SEASONS 

WILL BB HfMBOIATBLT FOLLOWBO Bt 



ILLOtTRATBD BT JOHN OIIBBBT, &0., AC 

AND BY OTHER BT0SXE8 AT SHORT UTTSBYALS. 



